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Upcoming
Event s

JANUARY 28 - GASPARILLA
  DAY
  PARADE

FEBRUARY 11 - SANT‘YAGO
    KNIGHT
    PARADE

FEBRUARY 25 - FIESTA DAY

MARCH 4 - LA MODA DI
     PRIMAVERA
    FASHION SHOW

MARCH 11 - ST PATRICK’S
       PARADE

APRIL 9 - FESTA ITALIANA
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In the past year I have seen an
increasing number of articles about
“dual citizenship”. Although it
applies to several different nations,
for Italian Americans, it means
being a citizen of America and
Italy; it means possessing an
American passport and an Italian
passport. Here is some information
to consider.

Who Qualifies?

If you were born in the United
States you may also be considered
an Italian citizen if any one of the
situations listed below pertains to
you:

1) your father was an Italian citizen
at the time of your birth and you
never renounced your right to
Italian citizenship;

2) your mother was an Italian
citizen at the time of your birth,
you were born after January 1,
1948 (and before April 27, 1965)
and you never renounced your
Italian citizenship;

3) your paternal grandfather was an
Italian citizen at the time of your

father’s birth and neither you nor
your father ever renounced your
Italian citizenship;

4) your maternal grandmother was
an Italian citizen at the time of your
mother’s birth,  your mother was
born after January 1, 1948 and
neither you nor your mother ever
renounced your rights to Italian
citizenship.

Main Benefits After Acquiring
Italian Citizenship

ACCESS: Having an Italian
passport will give you access to all
twenty-five EU countries, granting
you the right to reside and work
anywhere within the territory of the
member states.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNIES:
Having an Italian passport will give
you the opportunity to work in any
of the 25 EU countries, without the
hassle and costs of applying for a
work visa. In addition, some
American-based multinational
corporations may put a premium on
hiring executives who have dual
nationality.

HEALTH & EDUCATION:
Having an Italian passport makes
available to you free public
medical care and/or free public

Dual Citizenship
By: Vince Pardo

education (some taxation may
apply).

PENSION: Having an Italian
passport may entitle you to collect
a pension along with your Social
Security if you worked long
enough in Italy.

FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS:
Having an Italian passport will
allow you to purchase foreign

Continue on page 12.
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President’s Message
A new year is about to begin and everyone has been very busy.  I would first like
to welcome Don Bodie and Rita Messina who have taken the spots of Celeste
Greco and Don Pellegrino on the Board of Directors.  We all look forward to
working with Don B. and Rita this next year and thank Celeste and Don P. for their
help.

I would like to extend a big thank you to Felicia Kopelman who has handed over
the Membership Committee Chair to Rita Messina.  Felicia has done a great job
welcoming new members into the Club and keeping them informed with all the
events going on.  Thanks again Felicia for all your hard work and welcome Rita.

Congratulations to Stephanie Cannella vanBelzen and the Cemetery Committee on
a great Picnic with the Past.  It was one of our biggest picnics.  Everyone had a
great time.  I would also like to thank all the many volunteers who came out to
help clean the cemetery.  We couldn’t do it without you.

The Club’s holiday party was also a huge success.  It was the biggest holiday party
we’ve had in the past four years.   Many people brought in canned goods to be
donated to needy families.

The Ladies Auxiliary hosted Santa Lucia Festival of Lights on December 11.
Many children participated in this family event and everyone had a good time.

I want to thank all of our members for supporting the many events we have had
this past year.  It is great to see all the growing families and the newest Club
members enjoying themselves.  This is what the Italian Club is all about, and I
hope to see all of you in the up coming year.  We have many events right around
the corner such as the Gasparilla Day Parade, the Sant’Yago Knight parade, Fiesta
Day and the Saint Patrick’s parade.  We will need volunteers to help out for Fiesta
Day in February, if you are interested in volunteering please contact the Club’s
office at (813) 248-3316.

The Ladies Auxiliary will also be hosting their annual La Moda di Primavera
Fashion Show in March.  Please see details in this newsletter.

Mark your calendars for April, 9th, 2006!  Festa Italiana is right around the corner.
Joseph Capitano, Jr., Stephanie Petrucelli and their many committees are already
coordinating many exciting events for that weekend.  If you are interested in
volunteering please contact the Club’s office at (813) 248-3316.  We hope to see
you there.

Happy New Year!

Sal Guagliardo
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…but to comprehend is essentially to
draw conclusions from an already
accepted logical system… - Albert
Einstein
Forward of Dialogue Concerning The
Two Chief World Systems

Isn’t it interesting and fascinating that
two great geniuses, Niccolo Machiavelli
and Galileo Galilei each had a different
tool for their ingegno?  Machiavelli
looked at people and studied them
through his pen.  Galileo looked at the
heavens and studies the sun, stars and
planets through his telescope.  While
Machiavelli looked down to study the
man, and its laws, Galileo looked up
towards the sky and studied the universe
and its planets.  Niccolo Machiavelli
(1469 -1527) was a Florentine statesman,
political theorist and writer.  Alarmed by
anarchy of the Italian City – States, he
advocated his Il Principe (1513).  In this
masterpiece he establishes and maintains
what a utopian ruler would be.

Thirty-seven years after the death of
Machiavelli, Galileo, another genius, was
born in Pisa, Italy, (1564-1642).  An
Italian astronomer and physicist, his
many achievements include the discovery
of the isochronisms of the pendulum, and
the demonstration that the accelerative of
a falling body (stone, etc.) does not
depend on its mass.  We find his use of
rhetoric and methods of inquiry, written
in a splendid and beautiful language.  He
professes his “vertu” in his work,
Dialogue Concerning The Two Chief
World Systems.  In the voice of Galileo’s
friend, Salviati, in Galileo’s book,
Dialogue Concerning The Two Chief
World Systems, in The Second Day,
Salviati states, “Up to this point we have
made no issue about granting it to
Ptolemy as an unquestionable fact that
since the casting off of the stone is caused
by the speed of the moving wheel about
its center, the cause of this casting off is
augmented as the speed of whirling is
increased.  From this it was inferred that

on account of the rapidity of the
terrestrial whirling being very much
greater that that of any machine which we
can rotate artificially, the consequent
extrusion of stones, animals, etc. should
be very violent.”

According to the translator’s preface, this
is the book which historically did the
most toward breaking down the religious
and academic barriers against free
scientific thought.  The Dialogue was an
immense success upon publication, and
by the time Galileo’s enemies had
succeeded in banning it some five months

later, there was scarcely a copy to be
found.  In The Dialogue, we find
Galileo’s voices conversing matters
regarding isochronisms.  “Let Sagredo
tell me those things in which he has
observed the resistance of any moving
body to consist.”  Sagredo states, “At
present the only internal resistance to
being moved which I see in a movable
body is the natural inclination and
tendency it has to an opposite motion.
Thus in heavy bodies, which have a
tendency toward downward motion, the
resistance is to upward motion.”  Salviati
replies, “So tell me once more: Do you
not believe that the tendency of heavy
bodies to move downward, for example,
is equal to their resistance to being driven
upward?”  Sagredo answers, “I believe it
to be exactly so.”  In the Forward of
Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief
World Systems, Albert Einstein states, “It
is difficult for us today to appreciate the

Machiavelli and Galileo
Written by: Gilda F. Capitano

imaginative power made manifest in the
precise formulation of the concept of
acceleration and in the recognition of its
physical significance” (xv).

Galileo begins The First Day with his
interlocutors, Salviati, Sagredo and
Simplicio.  Salviati says, “Since
Copernicus places the earth among the
movable heavenly bodies, making it a
globe like a planet, we may well begin our
discussion by examining the Peripatetice
steps in arguing the impossibility of that
hypothesis; what we are and how great is
their force and effect.  For this it is
necessary to introduce into nature two
substances which differ essentially.  These
are the celestial and the elemental, the
former being invariant and eternal; the
latter, temporary and destructible.”  These
dialogues placed in writing prove to the
masses the discoveries of Galileo.

Galileo also constructed the telescope.  He
discovered Jupiter’s satellites, and
observed sunspots and the mountainous
nature of the moon.  He held firm to
Copernicus’s theory, that it is the sun that
stands still and the planet Earth that
revolves around the sun.  In The Third
Day Dialogue, Galileo’s observations
deduced that the sun and not the earth is at
the center of the celestial revolution.
Salvaiati claims in The First Day that
neither Aristotle nor Simplicio can ever
prove that the earth is de facto the center
of the universe; if any center maybe
assigned to the universe, we shall rather
find the sun to be placed there, as you will
understand in due course.

Simplicio: How do you deduce that it is
not the earth, but the sun, which is at the

Continued on page 7.
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Picnic with the Past
November 20th, 2005
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The 4th annual picnic with the past was our biggest success to date...

Over 350 of Tampa’s finest citizens came out to visit the graves of ancestors and to
enjoy lunch with friends and family.

The delicious feast was provided by CDB’s restaurant and owner Pat Iacovella.  Thanks
to everyone who helped serve the crowds.

The grounds were clean and the weeds removed from all graves and mausoleums.  A
special thanks goes out to the Caltagirone brothers, Joe and Philip, who always take a
special interest in maintaining the property year round.

We would also like to thank Subway for providing the food for the volunteers who
helped clean on Saturday.  A very special thanks to Relevant Church and Phoenix House
for helping clean up the grounds, and of course Shawn’s lawns for providing the lawn
services.

Sadly there are many graves in disorder, cracked graves, missing photos and other
visual problems.  A committee will contact relatives of the deceased to procure
donations to fix individual family plots.  In order to keep our Cemetery looking well
maintained, it is important for all family members and friends of the deceased to assist
with our once a year clean-up.  However, don’t just make an effort once a year.  Help us
all year round.  We hope to see everyone and more again next year for both the Saturday
clean-up efforts and the Sunday lunch.

Mark your calendars for November 2006!

**See page 4 for pictures of the event.
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Pizza and mafia, cannolis and guns….are
you interested in learning more about the
stereotypes that have been associated
with Southern Italian culture and with
the Italian-American experience?  In the
era of globalization, the concepts of
center and periphery have undergone
fundamental changes. The concept of a
“Southern question” as a way of viewing
the South in Italy has been rethought.
Our aim is to depict some of the
processes and dynamics through which
the South has been defined and through
which a new idea of Southerness is
currently being reconstituted.

The focus of this course is on the
representation of southern Italy in a
selection of novels, films, and music,
with a specific reference to the
representation of Italian-Americans in
popular culture, and on the history of the
Italian diaspora – mainly made of
Southerners emigrated to the United
States.

Tuesdays & Thursdays
6:00-7:50 pm LIB 621
Contact information:

Dr. Patrizia LaTrecchia - 974-2743 -
Patrizia.LaTrecchia@cas.usf.edu

FOL 3100-005

Southern It al y and the It alian-
American Connection
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Le Notizie delle Donne
Santa Lucia Festival of Light s was held on Dec. 11, 2005 with  Fr. Robert
Schindler officiating  the mass.  The procession was led by Gillian Tagliarini Finklea,
Santa Lucia 2005.    Francesca Leto Granell was selected as the 2006 Santa Lucia.
Her essay reflected the strong connection she has with the Italian Club and with her
Italian heritage.  She possesses many qualities that make her family and the Italian
Club proud!  Many children participated in the procession and the history of Santa
Lucia was read by Antonio Belleton-Orr, grandson of one of our former ladies,
Delores Scaglione. Many thanks to all the children.  Dinner and dance were enjoyed
by all.  Special thanks to Joanna Bernaldo, Patty Health, and Roseann Ligori for
organizing the program.  BRAVA.  The Cuccia prepared by Patty Heath and the
homemade cookies prepared by the ladies were a huge hit.  See photos.

La Moda di Primavera Fashion Show  will be held on March 4, 2006 at the Quorum
of Tampa Hotel.  Fashions will be provided by Stein Mart.  This year’s show
promises to be as enjoyable as ever.  Make it a point to attend!

Campo Italiano  will be held in June 2006.  Please make your reservation for your
child in April as participation is limited to 50 children.  All pertinent information will be
available in the next edition.  Last year’s camp was super!  We are planning now in
order to make it as enjoyable as last year, and if possible, even more enjoyable.

 Ci vediamo…….Le Donne

center of the revolutions of the planets?
(The Third Day.)

Salciati: This is deduced from most
obvious and therefore most powerfully
convincing observations.  The most
palpable of these, which excludes the
earth from the center and places the sun
there, is that we find all the planets
closer to the earth at one time and farther
from it at another.  The differences are

so great that Venus, for example, is six
times as distant from us at its farthest as
at its closest, and Mars soars nearly eight
times as high in the one state as in the
other.  You may thus see whether
Aristotle was not some trifle deceived in
believing that they were always equally
distant from us (The Third Day.)

From 1611 until his imprisonment by the
Inquisitions, Galileo served as
mathematician and philosopher to the

Grand Duke at Florence.  Most
interesting is his Letter to the Grand
Duchess Christina on the reconciliation
of the Scriptures with his new
astronomical discoveries and with the
Copernican system.  His friend Sagredo
urged him to stay out of controversies
and to refrain from publishing: “Why
court martyrdom for the sake of winning
fools from their folly?”

Machiavelli and Galileo
Continued from page 3.

To be Continued in the next issue.
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Buon Giorno a Tutti!  Mi chiamo Maria
Chiarina Tommasina Michelina Curmaci
– Singer . . . also known as Maryclaire
Curmaci-Singer.

I am so delighted to be here today, and to
have been selected as Teacher of the Year
by the National Italian American
Foundation.

Just the other day, I was asked by a
journalist from the Miami Herald:  Why I
decided to be a teacher?  I had to be

honest with her, and therefore told her that
it really did not start out that way.

When I was growing up, all I ever heard
from my mother was “Why don’t you
become an English teacher?  And, being
the perfectly strong-willed Italian
daughter that I was, I definitely chose not
to major in education.  Also, my father’s
best friend was president of the school
board in my home town of Scranton,
Pennsylvania.  I knew what that meant.  I
would definitely have a job waiting for
me upon graduation, and I would never be
able to break away and learn about other
people, places and cultures.

On the other hand, my wonderful
maternal grandmother always used to say
to me “Mariutz, “Language no is a
shame” – in other words – Don’t be
ashamed to speak another language – be
proud that you are Italian.  So I took
Nani’s advice and learned to speak as
many languages as I could.  I studied
abroad and loved to learn about other
cultures.  I remember that Geography and
World Cultures were my two favorite
subjects in middle and high school next to
Spanish, Lithuanian and Latin.  When I
applied for college, I chose to major in
foreign languages.  Portuguese was very
easy.  Japanese and Italian were a bit

challenging – yes – I say Italian because I
thought I spoke Italian. . . actually that
was when I found out that we spoke
dialect at home.  I was crushed when dear
old Dr. Lombardi referred to me in class
as Signorina Calabrese, and he made it
quite clear that I DID NOT SPEAK
ITALIAN.  From that day on, I was
determined to learn the language of Dante
to perfection.  As we all know, we never
stop learning, and I am still striving for
perfection!!!

After several years of working with
international companies, I decided to
become a teacher because of my beloved
nephew Joey.  You see, Joey had ADD
and he was very badly mistreated by one
of his teachers.  I was so enraged that I
vowed to become a teacher myself, and
see that what happened to him would
never happen to another child, at least
within an area that I could control.

I can’t tell you how wonderful it feels to
stand up in front of my class everyday
and not just teach the Italian language,
but also the Italian Culture.  I want my
students to know what a very important
part it plays in our lives.  GUCCI,
OLIVETTI, DI MAGGIO, MUTI,

Joe & Dora Caltagirone attended the National Italian American Foundation Gala on Oct. 14th and Oct. 15th,
2005, in Washington, D.C. representing L’Unione Italiana.  Three thousand people attended from all over the
Country and Europe.  Tony Danza was the Master of Ceremony.  Other guests were Tommy LaSorda, Yogi
Berra, Danny Aiello, Connie Stevens, Ambassador Vecchio and Four Star General Pace and other dignitaries
too numerous to name all of them.  Dora was thrilled to meet and speak to Tony Danza.  On Oct. 14th, we
attended a wonderful cocktail party and for the entertainment we had Jay Black perform with Danny Aiello
chiming in.  They were both great.

We attended the Scholarship Luncheon and we were excited to see the Festa Italiana and NIAF on the screen as
they awarded the $5,000 Scholarship to Robert Clay Matthews from Tampa.  At the same luncheon they gave an
award to the National Teacher of the Year who delivered a beautiful and touching speech as you will see below.

We had a wonderful time on both days and are looking forward to attending another gala again.

Joe & Dora Caltagirone

Tony Danza, Master of Ceremony

Continued on page 9.
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FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

everywhere you turn – Italian culture is
right there.

One of the best things about teaching
Italian culture is being able to see it “in
the flesh” so to speak.  This past summer,
I took a group of parents and students to
Rome, southern Italy and Sicily.  A few
weeks before we left, I found a wonderful
article on one of the places we were going
to visit.  As I am sure many of you know,
in 1972, a group of divers found some
statues from the Bronze Age semi-buried
off the coast of Calabria.  I had known
about these statues since my first visit to
Italy in 1974, when my cousin Nino gave
me a very large color, glossy prints of I
Bronzi di Riace.

Over the years, I have shared these photos
with my students.  They were very
excited about traveling to the Museo di
Magna Grecia in Reggio Calabria to
finally see them.  You can imagine my
surprise when I discovered that NIAF
published an article with pictures of “I

Bronzi” in the latest issue of The
Ambassador Magazine.  I was thrilled to
see it, my students were just amazed.  It
really lent a lot of credibility to one of the
things I had been talking about for years.

It is so wonderful to have an organization
like the National Italian American

Foundation that recognizes teachers of
Italian, and enables them to hone their
skills by studying in Italy.  There are so
many scholarships from so many
organizations and countries that sponsor
Spanish, French and German Teachers.
Very few scholarships are made available
for teachers of Italian.   I applaud NIAF
for recognizing this need, and hope that
others will follow their lead now, and in
years to come.

On a final note, I would like to thank my
husband Dick for his constant love, and
endless support.  I don’t know what I
would do, or where I would be without
you.  Mom, thanks for being so tough on
me when I was growing up, it helped
build character.   Dad you were the good
cop, always there when I needed someone
to lean on.  And Last, BUT BY NO
MEANS LEAST, JOEY.  I dedicate this
award to my nephew who passed away
three years ago from Leukemia.  I know
you are always with me wherever I go,
and whatever I do.  I love you SWEETIE
PIE.  This is all because of you.

Continued from page 8.

Maryclaire Curmaci-Singer,
NIAF Teacher of the Year 2005



PAGE 10

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2006

Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
A. Nicole Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick & Angie Capitano
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello
Violet Conte

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Laura DeLucia
Tom & Anna Maria DiCesare
Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Carol Olive
Maria Leto Pasetti
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Jim & Linda Taggart
Peter & Margo Valenti

Baby,
you make my

“love molecule”
soar!

Your heartbeat accelerates,
you have butterflies in the
stomach, you feel euphoric
and a bit silly.  It’s all part of
falling passionately in love --
and scientists now tell us the
feeling won’t last more than a
year.

The powerful wmothins that
bowl over new lovers are
triggered by a molecule
known as nerve growth factor
(NGF), according to Pavia
University researchers.

The Italian scientists found far
higher levels of NGF in the
blood of 58 people who had
recently fallen madly in love
than in that of a group of
singles and people in long-
term relationships.

But after a year with the same
lover, the quantity of the ‘love
molecule’ in their blood had
fallen to the same level as that
of the other groups.

The Italian reserchers,
publishing their study in the
journal
Psychoneuroendocrinology,
said it was not clear how
falling in love triggers higher
levels of NGF, but the
molecule clearly has an
important role in the “social
Chemistry” between people at
the start of a relationship.

Reuters Limited.



JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2006

PAGE 11

per I bambini

           Gennaio 2006

Ciao Bambini e Buon Nuovo Anno,
     I know you enjoyed the holidays (feste) and now it is the time of year for new beginnings.
We will begin 2006 with something different (un po diverse).  Instead of learning words as we
have in the past, we will concentrate on some common phrases or helpful expressions.  We
know that our heritage stresses manners.  Therefore, (cosi) let’s continue this wonderful way
of talking because they say that sugar goes a lot further than lemon, which is an American
expression that means when you talk nicely, people are more apt to want to please you.

Can you match these helpful expressions?
Mi scusi __________________
Per favore __________________
Per piacere __________________
Grazie __________________
Prego __________________
Mi dispiace __________________
Posso? __________________
Vorrei __________________
Desidero __________________
Bravo __________________
Pronto __________________
Salve, ciao __________________
Ci vediamo, a presto __________________
Arriverderci __________________

Answers are below.  Per certo, they are out of order.
See you later, Hello/Goodbye, Ready, Hello, as on the telefono, See you, Excuse me, May I, I
wish, Thank you, You are welcome, please, please(there are two ways), I want, I’m sorry, and
Good job.
Per favore, fate la la prattica, cosi, posso dire “bravo”!

Ci vediamo,

Rosalie Castellana Perrone
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securities without restriction,
including Eurobonds, unit trusts,
investment funds and real estate.

VOTE: Having an Italian passport
gives you the right to vote in Italy
without losing your American
citizenship.

STATUS: Having an Italian
passport allows you to pass it on to
your children and secure any
potential advantage that this status
may grant them.

RETIREMENT: Having an Italian
passport may fulfill those
sentimental purposes to reconnect
to your Ancestral land and give you
the choice to spend your retirement
years either in Italy or in the U.S.
(or in both countries).

Main Obligations After Acquiring
Italian Citizenship

TAXATION*: Although the United
States taxes its citizens even when
they live abroad, you can qualify
for tax exclusion for all income
earned in Italy or elsewhere in the
European Union up to $70,000
USD per year. In order to qualify
you must establish a tax home
outside the U.S. and pass one of
two tests:
1. Physical-presence test: you need
to be at least 330 days outside of
the U.S. over a consecutive 12-
month period.
2. Foreign-residence test: you
become a bona fide resident of
Italy or of any other EU country for
an entire taxable year. If you live in

Italy or in Europe and have an
Italian passport, you should pass
this test.
Remember that even if you don’t
qualify for this exclusion, Italy and
the United States have tax treaties
to protect their citizens from dual
taxation. Generally, you don’t pay
U.S. tax on foreign-earned income
if the foreign tax rate is higher than
the U.S. rate. If the foreign rate is
lower, you will have to pay US
taxes on the difference between
these rates.
*Always check with your tax and/
or immigration attorneys for more
information.

MILIT ARY SERVICE*: On May
8, 2001, the Italian government
passed a law (Art. 7 del D. Lgs. 8
maggio 2001 n. 215) making
military service completely
voluntary as of January 1, 2007.
Females do not have any military
obligations, nor does any male
born on or after January 1, 1986. If
you have already served in the US
military or you are forty-five years
or older, you do not have to serve
in the Italian military. If you are
twenty-seven or older and younger
than forty-five, you can avoid
military service by filling out some
paperwork. If you are a male born
between 1976 and December 31,
1985 and you want to live in Italy,
you are obliged to complete your
military service unless you are
enrolled in a university. Work
exemptions also exist for those
who meet certain qualifications
(e.g. independent business-owners
or members of a family business).
Please contact the Bureau of
Military Services (LEVA) of the

area in Italy in which you are
planning to live for more
information.

LEGAL ISSUES: If you get into
trouble in Italy the US can do very
little to help. Remember, if you are
in Italy with Italian citizenship, you
are subject to Italian law. Check
with an attorney for more info.

*The above information is very
general and we strongly suggest
you discuss it with the Italian
Consulate and/or with a law firm
specialized in Immigration matters.

Internet Links on Dual Citizenship

Italylink: http://www.italylink.com/
dual.html

Frequently Asked Questions about
Dual Citizenship: http://
www.italiandualcitizenship.com/
id50.htm#11

My Journey to Obtain Dual
Citizenship: http://
www.fiddlelily.com/
citizenship.htm

NIAF Dual citizenship
Questionairre: http://www.niaf.org/
citizenship/index.asp

Italian Citizenship and
Genealogical services (Fee
service): http://
www.myitaliancitizenship.com/
index.jsp?f=home.htm

Italiamerica (Fee service): http://
www.italiamerica.org/id72.htm

Continued from front cover.



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

BP Amoco Sorrento Cheese
Brown-Forman TECO
Century Auto Mall The Radiant Group LLC
Clear Channel The Tampa Tribune
Colonial Bank Thomas Financial
Pepin Distributing Vigo Importing

DONATELLO  SPONSORS

CGM Services Reeves Import Motor Cars
Coca-Cola of Florida San Pellegrino
Ferrari of Central Florida Star Brands Imports
Environmental Compliance Service     Sunny Florida Dairy
Hill, Ward & Henderson The Bromley Companies
Mastro Subaru Tile World of Italy
National Distributing Co., Inc. Martino Mortgages
Pinnacle Financial Corp.

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Akerman Senterfitt Morrick Construction Inc.
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Rossiter Construction
Columbia Title Company Seven One Seven Parking
Corral Wodiska Partnership Shell Oil Products US
Creative Products Screen Printers        Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.      Sterling Group
Environmental Consulting Swope, Rodante P.A.
FGS, Inc. TECO Street Car
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker The Fone Connection
Gonzalez Funeral Home Thomas Shannon, Jr.
Gray Robinson United Cab
Handex GroupInc. Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.
Jaguar of Tampa Yellow Cab of Tampa
La Tropicana Inc. Dr. Benedict Maniscalco
Lazy Days RV Joseph Glover III
Lumia & Valenti Produce Bookie Buchman
Mavilo Wholesalers Al Dato

M EDICI

Emmett Abdoney P.A. Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC
Acclaimed Business Forms Lykes Insurance
Arena Travel Norris & Samon Pump Service
Busto Plumbing Olivia Tobacco Co.
Cambridge Negotiation Strategies Paul Ferlita, CPA
Cardiac Surgical Associates, LLP Platinum Bank
Cole, Scott & Kissane, P.A. Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Don Pellegrino Realty RMC Property Group
Ed Jacob Insurance The Palm Bank
Gerardi Construction Co. Universal Structures
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. University Commercial Ctr., LTD
H.C.C. Stephanie Cannella-vanBelzen
Holcom & Mayts, P.A. Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Hunt Douglas Stanley & Franchine Hanin

AMICI

Affordable Homes Joseph & Jill Fernandez
Agliano & Associates, Inc. Publix Supermarkets
All Points Equipment Real Marc Properties
Architectural Designs, Inc. Regal Bowling Lanes, Inc.
Ardaman & Associates, Inc. Rywant, Alverez, Jones, Russo & Guyton
Dennis Noto & Assoc. Walton Chancey & Assoc.
Jack Drawdy Ryon & Associates

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Beef O’ Brady’s Lee Roy Selmon’s
Benedetto’s Ristorante Luigi’ s Catering
Bernini of Ybor M.J. Barley Hopper’s
Big City Tavern M.M.S.I. Espresso Service
Cafe Anna Palm Restaurant
Caffé Paradiso Piccola-Italia
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue Rattlefish Raw Bar
Catering by Design, Inc. Sacino’s Formal Wear
Catering by the Family Signature Room Grille
CDB’s of Tampa Sonny’s BBQ
Cellini Spaghetti Warehouse
Columbia Restaurant Spartaco Trattoria Italiana
Delectables Fine Catering StoneChef Caterers
Green Iguana The Melting Pot
Housewife Bakery Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
Iavarone’s Steakhouse Villagio Ristorante
IL Terrazzo Vino E Past
Joffrey’s Coffee Company Paul Samson
Johnny Carino’s Italian La Terrazza Ristorante

Festa Sponsors 2005
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A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact
Lois Mock at the Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift
annuity illustration calculated just for your
needs.
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Happy Hour at the Italian Club
EVERY FRIDAY 6 - 9 P.M.

$1.50 Domestic Longnecks
$2.00 Wine

$3.00 Well Drinks

Bring in this flyer for 1 complimentary beer or wine.  One per customer.

1731 E. 7th Avenue  Ybor City

Welcome New
Members!
Maureen  Acompora

Christopher & Deborah Aiello
Scott & Dominique Bonavita

Helen Marie Capobianco
Carolyn Cocola
Jack DiGiovanni

Brian & Linda Fasani
Brigitte Ferdinandsen

Francis, Sr. & Margie Giordano
Kenneth Gokey

Kristine Bruno LaRocca
Larrie Lazzara

Michael Massaro & family
Raymond Rocha
Steven Salario

Joseph, Jr. & Joan Spoto
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Krewe of Italia Update
Written by Hazel Vanderford

Notizie per il Krewe
of Italia
Happy Holidays!!!!!  Can
you believe 2005 is
coming to an end and the

2006 Parade Season is just a few weeks
away.

Krewe members, family members and
guests had a wonderful time at the Santa
Fest Parade on December 3, 2005.  We
were all surprised at the number of people
lining the parade route!  The weather was
absolutely perfect and the children were
so cute dressed in their holiday outfits.

We are all looking forward to the 2006
parade season and the debut of our float.
Parade schedules to be announced
including a possible trip to Tallahassee for
Spring Time Festivities.

Congratulations to the Krewe softball
team, your first season was awesome!
Special recognition to the “cheering
section” – the Krewe is the only team in
the league with fans in the stand at every
game.  Spring season begins in February
– for sign up information - contact Scott
Pruchnicki at
woody983332001@yahoo.com  - GO
KREWE!!

Commemorative Bead Sale – there is a
limited supply of the 2006 Krewe of Italia

necklaces/medallions still available.  As
you may know it is a parade tradition for
Krewes to trade their special beads.
Don’t be left out of the fun, contact Peter
Valenti – peter.valenti@verizon.com to
order your necklaces.

The Krewe of Italia has sponsored special
happy hours providing proceeds to local
organizations and charities.  Future
events include a February event to benefit
the Angela Russo Foundation, and
March’s event to benefit the Sacred Heart
Academy’s School Library.  Watch your e-
mail for announcements and details.

The Krewe is proud to announce we have
completed the purchase of a float.  Krewe
member Don Bodie will be coordinating
float work days.  Don has recruited
volunteers to work on the required
structural changes and modifications;
however, helping hands and material/
supply donations will be needed to
prepare the float for its debut.

Membership – As of December 7, 2005,
our roster has grown to 103 members.
Deadline for charter membership is
December 31, 2005.   Charter
membership dues are $125.00 per
person.  Member dues will increase to
$225.00 per person for those joining after
the deadline.  The Board of Directors
realize that the holidays are rapidly
approaching and many of us are busy
preparing for our family celebrations.  In
the spirit of the season and in celebration
of our successful inaugural year, the

Continued on page 16.
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Continued from page 15.

Board has voted to extend a one time
exclusive charter membership offer.  See
the announcement below for details.
Contact Sylvia Tagliarini
(mstag1@msn.com) for additional
membership information.

 We could not possibly end our inaugural
year without sending heartfelt thanks to
our many supporters and benefactors.
Greetings and Salutations to our donors

and volunteers who have been hard at
work creating our float, commemorative
bead and costumes.  Best Wishes to the
Social Committee and volunteers who
have organized weekly Friday Night
Happy Hour, special events and those
mouth-watering dinners.

Warmest Holiday Wishes from the Krewe
of Italia and Best Wishes for the New
Year.

SPECIAL ANNOUCEMENT!
EXCLUSIVE LIMITED MEMBERSHIP OFFER

(Restrictions apply – see det ails)

The deadline for Charter Membership to the Krewe of It alia is December 31, 2005.
Charter membership fee is $125.00 per person.  Beginning January 1, 2006,

membership dues for new members will be $225.00 per person.

Completed charter membership applications with full p ayment, $125.00 per
person, and a copy of this announcement postmarked prior  to January 15, 2006

will be accepted.

No further extensions will be granted.

Applications available through the Club’ s Office or cont act Sylvia T agliarini
(mst ag1@msn.com).
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Bleacher Seats
will go on sale for the

Sant’Yago Knight Parade
Tuesday, January 10, 2006

Call the Club office for more information

(813) 248-3316

The parade will be Saturday, February 11, 2006.

Bleacher seats are sold on a first come first serve basis.

Newsletter
Submissions

Are you interested in
helping write articles for

the bi-monthly newsletter?

If so, please send all digital
submissions to the Club’s e-mail

address at LUnione@Italian-Club.org
or contact the office

for more information at
813-248-3316.

As of January 2006, I will be passing the torch of Membership Chair to Rita Messina,
who has gladly accepted the position.  The Club is so fortunate to have a member such
as Rita who is kind, fun-loving and so welcoming to everyone.  She also sat on my
committee and was always happy to sponsor new members, make phone calls and
assist me in several areas at new member receptions.  What would I have done without
her?  Rita is also at the Italian Club every chance she gets and will be a wonderful

Membership Update

representative for our organization.  As for me, I have
enjoyed my role in Membership the past two years but I am
anxious to contribute more time as Governance Chair and
Secretary.  Thank you again for allowing me to serve as
Membership Chair and I look forward to this next year with
all of you.

Buon Anno Nuovo,
Felicia A. Kopelman
Felicia A. Kopelman

Rita Messina
Membership Chair 2006
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Mille Gr azie
*A BIG thank you to the people who attended our
2005 Christmas Party on Dec. 8th.  We had over 160
people attend, which packed the Cantina.  The food by
Luigi’s Catering was excellent and there was a great
holiday comaraderie.  We also collected approximately
200 canned goods and $20 cash which were donated
to Food for Families, A Second Harvest at Publix
Supermarkets.  We also raised a total of $290 through
the 50/50 Raffle with $145 going to one lucky
member. Congratulations!

-Felicia A. Kopelman

*Mille Grazie to all the Ladies who worked so hard at
Santa Lucia.  Ci vediamo,

-Rosalie Perrone

*Thank you to Krista & Alice for doing such a
wonderful job at all of the Club rentals this holiday
season.  The Club was booked almost every single
night.  Yes, you read that correctly.  If you see these
remarkable women, please thank them for running the
Club so well and helping us keep the Club afloat.

-Anonymous

*Thank you to Pat Iacovella for the wonderful food
and excellent service at Picnic with the Past.

-Anonymous

*Thank you to all the many volunteers who assisted
with Spirit of Ybor on Nov. 26th & 27th.

-Alice Rembado Mueller

Tim & Lucy Kennedy assisted with Spirit of Ybor.
Thanks for all your help.

*Thank you to Philip & Michael Caltagir one for
touching up the paint in the Cantina and for fixing the
tile in the Ballroom.

-Italian Club Office Staff

*Thanks to Felicia A. Kopelman for her constant
dedication and hard work.  She has served as an
excellent Membership Chair.  We appreciate
everything you do for the Club.  Thanks for always
making our new members feel welcomed.

-Anonymous

Announcements
*Congratulations to Nick & Jen Garcia on the
birth of their baby.

*Congratulations to Charles & Patty Heath on
the birth of their grandson, Joseph Anthony
Maldonado, Jr.  He was born November 18,
2005 and was 3 1/2 weeks early.  His proud
parents are Hilaire Heath Maldonado and
Joseph Anthony Maldonado, Sr.

   *Happy Birthday to Rich
    Quattrone on December
    25th, 2005.
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*In honor of the years of dedication and
devotion to culture of past and present in Ybor
City, the Opti-Mrs. Club of Ybor City
presented Gilda F. Capitano with the “Woman
of the Year Award” on Dec. 11th, 2005, at the
Columbia Resturant.  Congratulations!!!

 

Marriage Proverbs

La moglie e la chiave di casa
The wise wife is the key of the house

La buona moglie fa il buon marito
A good wife makes a good husband

Sposa bagnata, sposa fortunata
A wet bride is a lucky bride
(referring to rain on the wedding day)

Reminder
Please send in your membership
dues along with the inserted
membership update directory form.
This is our way of insuring we have
all of your updated information.
Please include email address if you
would like electronic updates and
reminders of upcoming events.
Make sure to
fill out  the
reverse side of
the form if you
are interested
in volunteering
on certain
Committees.

The Bonavita Law Firm, PA
your full service law office

Scott M. Bonavita
Attorney at Law

1726 East 7th Ave. Suite #20
Tampa, FL 33605

ph. 813-774-4722, fax 813-241-8739
www.bonavitalaw.com

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Santa Lucia Festival of Lights
December 11th, 2005
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Santa Fest Parade
December 3rd, 2005

Krewe of Italia
and many
Children

participated in
this Family

Parade.
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Machiavelli once said it is better
for a leader to be feared than loved.
The nuns at St Joachim School
apparently believed it. I did not.
My father sided with the nuns and
also said he could always tell who
had been to school by their smell.
So when I played hooky for a few
weeks, I made sure to mingle with
other school children going home
so that that special smell would rub
off on me. Every night, my father
would smell my head and
commend me, but that mystical
aroma wore off quickly when my
mother caught me playing solo
hockey on the street during school
hours. A few unflattering incidents
and years later, the nuns were glad
to see me go convinced that
nothing short of exorcism would
cure the diabolus in residence

I arrived at Junior High School
Number Four trailing a dark
resume and Leo Gorcey of “The
Dead End Kids” as my role model.
We should remember that the
public school system was an
institution that alchemically turned
immigrants (base metals) into
Americans (gold). And it had
plenty of base metal to work with.
Chambersburg in Trenton, New
Jersey was a very large Italian
enclave.

The school took students from a
number of other enclaves. I walked

Italian Perspectives:

“What do you do with
a problem kid?”

By John Iorio

to school through German, Polish
and Hungarian sections, wondering
what all these designations meant.
As far as I was concerned, the only
difference was gastronomical. We
carried lunches of eggs and
peppers, or eggplant alla
parmigiana, or tomatoes and
onions, the oil dripping from the
bags. The non-Italians brought
peanut butter on American bread
— a real treat. By noon the
classroom smelled like an Italian
rosticceria   By the end of the year
we were trading sandwiches.  But it
soon was getting to be a bore and I
began to revert to my old ways.

I fell in with a boy named Caesar
who preached his version of the
gospel of total free enterprise.
From cash registers to fruit
stands— all was for the taking.

One teacher made me stand in front
of class after a schoolyard fight as
a poster boy of what the others
should never become. So showing
up for classes was not one of my
strong points. About report cards I
never worried because I was the
sole interpreter of their meaning.  E
did not stand for failure (as it did in
those days); it stood for eccellenza.
Clearly, I was not heading the right
way and from honest observations
around the burg, I was destined to
remain base metal.

I think it was in the eight grade that
one teacher stood out and was
important to my transformation. .
By now I knew English well
enough to butcher it, saying Yatch
for Yacht, or clear net for clarinet,
or “pray for us now and at our tent
amen.” I also believed that

goodness and mercy were two guys
who would follow me all my life.

This remarkable teacher took me
aside, corrected my speech and
introduced me to the magic of
photography. A tall, handsome
man, who moved gracefully and
spoke softly, he had come from
Italy in 1914 as an infant and
managed to become a junior high
school teacher. Perhaps in me he
saw a younger version of himself.

For the first time I saw paper
undulating in liquid and transfixing
me by a ghostly face appearing and
becoming clearer as I watched. I
was soon developing and printing
my own pictures. I also loved the
smell of acetic acid. During the
Great Depression materials were
hard to come by, but he gave me
enough to get me started at home. I
still have a picture of my
grandfather –a picture I took and
developed.  My grandfather was so
taken by my magic that he warned
my father that he had a Marconi on
his hands. My father knew me
better.

The high point of our association
came near the end of the school
year. He took me aside and told me
he wanted me to come to school
one evening. It would be a great
occasion and the mayor would be
there. He said, “I want you to take
a picture of the mayor.”  I was
thrilled. And rattled.

That night I walked puffily to
school. He greeted me and handed
me the large professional camera,
Then he rehearsed the instructions
— how to put in the plates and

Continued on page 24.
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remove them. He said, “When I
signal you, I want you to walk to
the middle of the floor, kneel, hold
the camera steady and take a
picture of the mayor.” Then he
warned me. “Don’t drop the
camera.”  That night I did as he

said and all went well. He slapped
my back affectionately, making me
feel like the most important person
at the school.

From now on I had to live up to my
new status. I could not let him
down. From now on, he would hear

nothing but good things about me. I
have always and will always
remember this incident and the
teacher who put his trust in me.

His name was Sam Alito, the father
of the present day nominee for the
United States Supreme Court.

Continued from page 23.

Italian Club’s Holiday Party
December 8th, 2005
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Addio, Dolce Vita
November 24th, 2005
From The Economist print edition

For all its attractions, Italy is
caught in a long, slow decline.
Reversing it will take more
courage than its present political
leaders seem able to muster, says
John Peet

At first blush, life inItaly still
seems sweet enough.  The
contryside is stunning, the historic
cities beautiful, the cultural
treasures amazing, ans the food
and wine more wonderful than
ever.  By most standards, Italians
are wealthy, they live for a long
time and their families stick
impressively together.  The boorish
drunkenness that makes town
centres in many other countries
unpleasant is mercifully rare in
Italy.  The traffic may be bad, and
places such as Venice and Florence
are overrun by tourists, but if you
go off season - or merely off the
beaten track - you can have a more
enjoyable time in Italy then
practically anywhere else.

Yet beneath this sweet surface,
many things seem to have turned
sour.  The economic miracle after
the second world war, culminating
in the famous 1987 sorpasso (when
Italy officially announced that its
GDP had overtaken Britain’s),is
well and truly  over.  Italy’s
average economic growth over the
past 15 years has been the slowest
in the European Union, lagging
behind even France’s and
Germany’s.  Its economy is now
only about 80% the size of
Britain’s.  Earlier this year Italy

briefly tipped into recession; for
2005 as a whole, its economy is
likely to be the only one in the EU
to shrink.  Growth next year is
expected to be anaemic at beast.

Italian companies, especially the
small, family- owned firms that
have been the backbone of the
economy, are under ever-
increasing pressure.  Costs have
risen, but productivity has
remained flat or even declined.
Membership of the euro, Europe’s
single currency, now rules out
devaluation, which for many
yearsacted as a safety valve for
Italian business.  Italy’s
competitiveness is deteriorationg
fast, and its shares of world
exports and foreign direct
investment are very low.  The
World Economic Forum in its
annual competitiveness league
table recently renked the country a
humiliating 47th, just above
Botswana.  The economy has also
proved highly vulnerable to Asian
competition, because so many
small Italian firms specilise in
such areas as textiles, shoes,
furniture and white goods, which
are taking the brunt of China’s
export assault.

Down at heel

The effects of decline are starting
to show.  Increasing numbers of
Italians are finding their living
standards stagnating or even
falling.  The cost of living is
widely believed to have risen
sharply since euro notes and coins
replaced lire in January 2002.
Property prices have certainly shot
out of reach for many first-time
buyers in Rome, Milan and even

Naples.  Many Italians are cutting
back on their annual holidays, or
even going without.  Others are
putting off buying new cars or
even new suits, a real deprivation
for such design conscious people.
Supermarkets report that spending
now falls in the fourth week of
every month before the next pay
cheque arrives, a sure sign that
families are struggling to make
ends meet.

A lacklustre economy is causing
broader problems too.  Italy’s
infrastructure is creaking: roads,
railways and airports are falling
below the standards of the rest of
Europe, and public and private
buildings are looking ever
shabbier.  Educational standards of
the rest of Europe, and public and
private buildings are looking ever
shabbier.  Educational standards
have slipped: the country comes
out badly in the OECD’s PISA
crossing national comparisons,
and no Italian university now
makes it into the world’s top 90.
Spending on research and
development is low by
international standards.

Italy has also suffered more than
its fair share of corporate scandals,
notable the bond default by Cirio
and the collapse of Parmalat.  And
the public finances are in a
shambles.  Respectable estimates
put the underlying budget deficit
for next year, ignoring one-off
measures, at 5% of GDP, way
above the 3% ceiling set by the
euro area’s stability and growth
pact.  The public debt stands at
over 1200% of GDP and is no
longer falling.

Continued on next page.
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Continued on page 28.

Even Italy’s social fabric si coming
under strain.  The family remains
strong and divorce rates are
relatively low.  But the fact that
40% of Italians aged 30-34 are
reportedly living with their parents
is not just a happy sign of family
harmony or attachment to
mamma’s cooking.  Many young
Italians stay at home because they
cannot find work or because they
do not earn enough to afford a
place of their own.

Social trust, a concept that is
admittedly hard to measure, seems
unusually low in Italy-one reason,
perhaps, why family firms have
always played such a big part in
the economy.   And respect for the
rules, and even the law, never high,
appears to have fallen further in
recent years.  Both tax evasion and
illegal building, encouraged by
repeated amnesties, seem to be on
the rise.  Organised crime and
corruption remain entrnched,
especially in the south.

To cap it all, Italy’s demographics
look terrible.  The country has one
of the lowest birth rates in western
Europe, at an average of 1.3
children per woman, and the
population is now shrinking; yet
Italians are living ever longer, so it
is also ageing rapidly.  The
economic consequences-too many
pensioners, not enough workers to
maintain them-are worrying
enough on thier own.  What makes
them worse is Italians’ low rate of
participation in work.  Only 57%
of those in the 15-64 age range are
in employment, the smallest
proportion in western Europe.
Germany, by comparison, has an

employment rate of 66%, and
Britain one of 73%.  Although
overall unemployment in Italy is
not too bad by west European
standards, it is disturbingly high
among the young and in the south.

Berlusconi’s legacy

What has gone wrong with the
Italian economy, and how can itbe
put right?  These are the main
questions this survey will seek to
answer.  But it will do so in the
context of Italy’s unruly political
scene.  Silvio Berlusconi’s centre-
right government, elected inMay
2001, sems likely to manage the
rare feat of staying in office for a
full term (ending next spring)-a
first for a post-war government in
Italy.  Mr Berlusconi is immensely
proud of this.  But he has much less
to be proud of when it comes to the
economy.  In his 2001 election
campaign, he promised to apply the
business acumen that had helped
him to become Italy’s richest man
to make all Italians richer.  This he
has conspicuously failed to do.

The Economist’s view of Mr.
Berlusconi is well known.  We
declared in April 2001 that he was
unfit to lead Italy, because of the
morass of legal cases brought
against him at various stages of his
business areer and bcause of the
conflicts of interest inherent in this
ownership of Italy’s three main
private television channels.  Almost
five years on, he still faces legal
problems (of which more later),
and he has done little to resolve his
conflicts of interest: indeed,
because the government owns RAi,
the state broadcaster, Mr.
Berlusconi now controls or

influences some 90% of Italian
terrestrial television (which does
not stop him complaining about his
critics on TV).  Our verdict of April
2001 stands.

Yet, as we acknowledge at teh
time, in 2001 there was
nevertheless a case to be made for
elcting Mr. Berlusconi’s centre-
right coalition.  Italy badly needed
a dose of pro-market reforms,
liberalisation, privatisation,
deregulation and a shake-up of the
public administration, all of shich
Mr. Berlusconi had promised.  He
even pledged to cut taxes.  A
majority of Italian voters, backed
by much of Italian business, were
willing to overlook both his legal
entanglements and his conflicts of
interest and give him a chance to
reform the county.  But as the next
election approaches, very little of
what he promised has been
delivered, so many of his erstehile
supporters are feeling disillusioned.

Even the apparent political stability
that Mr. Berlusconi has fostered is
deceptive.  His six-party centre-
right coalition has come sloce to
collapse more than once, usually
thanks to squabbling between
Umberto Bossi’s Northern League
and Gianfrance Fini’s National
Alliance.  Last April a row with a
smaller ally, the Union of Centre
and Christian Democrats, forced
Mr. Berlusconi to resign and form a
new government.

On current form the contre-left
opposition under Romano Prodi
looks the likeliest victor in the
election planned for April 9th
2006.  But even if he manages to

Continued from page 26.
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Continued from page 27.

introduce reforms-mot least
because his coalition embraces no
fewer than nine parties, several of
which will obstruct change.  It was
an ally of Mr. Prodi’s, Fausto
Bertinotti, and his unreconstructed
Communists that pushed him out
of office in 1998.  In truth, neither
of the two main groupings in
Italian politics offers much hope
to those who believe that the
country needs radical )and
painful) reform.

Yet Italy is approaching a crunch.
Rather like Venice in the 18th
century, it has coasted for too long
on the back of its past success.
For Venice, it was a near-
monopoly on trade with the East
that paid for the creation of its
beautiful palaces and churches;
today’s Italy has benefited hugely
from a combination of low-cost
labour and a switch of workers
away from low-productivity
farming (and the south) into
manufaturing (mostly in the

morth).  But such good things
invariably come to an end.

That is what happened to La
Serenissima at the end of the 18th
century.  Venice was
contemptuously swept away by
Napoleon, and the last doge voted
himself out of office.  The serene
republic is now little more than a
tourist attraction, however
beguiling.  Could this becaome the
fate of Italy as a whole?

Italian Perspectives:

I Never saw a Concession I
Didn’t Like

By
John Iorio

Concessions in Italy, like fast
food stands in America, are
not for conspicuous but for
fast consumption. No frills, no
glitter, No swaying around the
armed guard at Gucci while
pretending you’ve been there
before. No smoldering
elegance behind the counters,
no trendy temples of style but
simple consumer
fundamentalism. They are
open, inviting, promising and
fulfilling. Also they are cheap.
But you do have to be wary
when Rolex is spelled with a
double L.

In Florence, along the Arno
River, there is Cascine, a park
almost two miles long.

Named after the cowsheds
that provided milk for the
Grand Ducal Court, it was
opened to the public during
the 18th Century. The park,
home to a race track and
tennis courts, invites
concessions once a week and
you will see more stands than
you have dollars. This is off-
line selling made manifest. It
is faster than its mouse-
driven counterpart, and
everything comes at a special
price, “buon prezzo— just for
you.”  I asked why?
“Because I liked you
immediately,” one said. The
next one said, “Because
you’re my first customer.”
The response I liked best and
believed the least was,
“Because I can tell you’re a
man of taste.” And
everywhere you hear the
bargaining. A plaintive voice,
“Michael how much is
45,000 lire in dollars.?

“I don’t know – just divide
45,000 by 1800.” Today it’s
the Euro and its simplicity
will cost you more — buon
prezzo or no buon prezzo.

In Palermo, I stopped at a
make-shift stand in the midst
of the great Palermo
marketplace. Watches with
strange names covered a table
resembling a Canaveral space
center keyboard. The owner,
his face as craggy as the
Sicilian hills, stood silent,
feeling perhaps that his wares
were more eloquent than his
speech. Or perhaps he had
been sworn to omerta at his
baptism.

I selected a watch that had so
many functions it would
surely put me in league with
James Bond. It had
everything but a bow and

Continued on next page.
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arrow.  But the 24-hour day
proved too fatiguing for the
watch.  I shook it vigorously,
but even a paint-shaking
machine would not revive it.

I returned the next day and
said with feigned authority
and quiet indignation,
“Signore, L’orologia e morto
“The watch has died.

“Be´ meglio lui che noi
(better it than us)  He picked
up another watch and handed
it to me. I had to admire his
philosophy, but even more
his quickness and wit. No
questions, no return sales
slip, no taxes, no explanation.
What was was.  Perhaps the
24- hour long watches were
his signature. The new watch
could not give me the time in
the dark, could not clock
racing cars, could not wake
me up, but it did last a year. I
figured a Rolex would cost
$3000. These watches cost
$10. If I bought one a year it
would take 300 years (well
beyond my life expectancy)
to match the Rolex price.
But for as long as I lived I
would always sport the best
looking watches in the world.
So what if they were off by
an hour or two? The brain
would adjust.  It’s simply a

case of form over function or
bella figura.

Then there are the fast
polenta stands, chestnuts
stands and stands where tripe
is served between chunks of
bite-proof Tuscan bread.  By
the time you get home you’ve
had your antipasto or your
dinner and your passeggiata
all in one.

At a raffling concession I
foolishly bought a ticket, not
realizing the prize was a live
chicken. The man twirled the
chicken above his head and
for the first time I prayed to
lose. A live chicken on a
crowded bus?  An extra fare?
What was I thinking?

During an aimless walk, I
came to a flea market of
antiques – copper pots and
pans, bric a brac swept out of
attics and cellars, faded
photographs of soldiers in
Spain, in Africa, in Albania.
There were portraits of
forgotten fathers and
mothers, posters of Italian
movies of the 20s and 30s —
one of Carlo Buti, his hat set
rakishly. I fingered dusty
helmets, bayonets and
uniforms from both World
Wars. I brushed by a full SS
uniform and began to wonder

about the story behind each
object – the sadness, betrayal,
defeat, poverty, and suffering
that becomes the sad detritus
and nightmare of unwritten
history

But it was in Naples that I
learned something about
economics from a woman.  I
passed her as I made my way
to the Galleria Umberto. She
sat knitting by a doorway, her
mono-breasted abundance an
eye-grabbing attraction, her
arms barely able to join her
knitting needles.  I glanced
once, perhaps twice. Maybe
more.

When I passed her much
later, the economics of
inflation and deflation
became clear. Her breasts had
undergone a massive, radical
reduction. Selling contraband
cigarettes out of a bosom will
do that. With her inventory
gone, so were her breasts.
Nearby, two policemen
puffed on her cigarettes. It
gave new meaning to front
office.

I can’t remember steering
away from any of these sites
of entrepreneurial purity
where business doesn’t get
any simpler and learning
doesn’t come any cheaper.

Continued from page 28.
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Don’t forget!!
HAPPY HOUR

Friday Nights
in the Cantina

6pm to 9pm

MOONLIT NIGHT IN
TAMPA BAY

A beautiful, romantic love song
that will take your breath away.

Sung by
The very talented

Rossana Spallino
from Bivona, Sicily
who now resides in

Tampa.

CD’s are available for
$6.50

Make check payable to:
J.Centinaro
P.O. Box 151894
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 933-1869
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Italian Club Cemetery Committee

Memorials

GRACE S. MONTE

LETTER OF THANKS

Thanks to wonderful people like you, we made it.....we did
it...and now we have a beautiful porcelain tile floor in our historic
Mausoleum.  Thanks to you, the Ladies Auxiliary and members of
our cemetery committee, we were able to meet the challenge to
raise the money to install the tile.
AND NOW, WE HAVE NEW REGULATIONS AS FOLLOWS:

To avoid damaging the tile, no concrete bases or vases will be
allowed.  No potted flowers, plants, wreaths or baskets except
Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day
and Christmas.  these items will be removed 7 days after each
holiday.

Fresh and artificial flowers are permitted on graves, crypts and
niches in approved permanent vases.  Fresh flowers will be
removed when they become withered.  Artificial flowers will be
removed when they have a weathered unsightly appearance.

Personal items, pictures, poems, cards, letters, etc... are prohibited
on mausoleum crypt and niche fronts and vases.  The planting of
flowers, bushes, shrubs or trees and the placing of toys, ornaments,
chairs, benches, or other similar articles on graves is prohibited.
Cemetery personnel will remove such items immediately.

The cemetery is not reponsible for theft or damage to anything
placed on graves, lots, crypts or niches.  No dogs or other pets on
grounds, No vehicles, bicycles, etc., permitted on sidewalks.

The cemetery committee shall be in charge of all improvements
and maintenance.  Cemetery grounds are open from 8:00 AM to
3:00 PM daily.  Any person on grounds after dark ill be considered
a Trespasser.

I would be remiss if I didn’t express our committee members
personal thanks to all the volunteers who helped clean-up on
Saturday prior to our Picnic with the Past and to all the volunteers
who were there on Sunday to make this event under the
chairmannship of Stephanie Cannella vanBelzen a huge success.
Thank you again for caring as much as you do.

Respectfully yours,

Grace
Grace S. Campisi-Maroccia
President

Grace S. Campisi
Joseph R. Maroccia
Biagio & Grace Perricone

ROSALIE NUCCIO SERRANO
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Caltagirone
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Caltagirone

PAUL ANTINORI
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Capitano, Sr.

ASIA ARIAS
Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary

FELIX LOCICERO
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Capitano, Sr.
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“Save the Date”

April 9th, 2006
Festa Italiana

1st Place Bocce Ball Winners


