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The mission of L’Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and heritage of the Italian Community
and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning memorial to the working class immigrants.
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OCTOBER 14 - KREWE
   SOCIAL
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Italian Republic Day
Celebration

From 2002 to 2005 General DeFeo
was appointed Defense, Army,
Navy and Air Force Attache at the
Italian embassy in New Delhi,
India.

After being commissioned as a 2nd

lieutenant in 1978, he rose quickly
through the ranks and has held
positions from platoon, company
leader, battalion commander to
regimental commander. From 2005
to 2006 he was Deputy
Commander of Signal Brigade of
NATO Rapid Deployment Force.
Since April of 2006 he has been the
Italian senior representative at
Centcom.

General DeFeo was born in Eboli,
Italy in 1957. His wife, Paola, and

he have two daughters, 25 year old
Mariateresa and Llaria, age 12.

We are especially happy to publish
his comments made on June 2 at
the Italian Club during the
celebration of the Italian Day of the
Republic.

———————————

“We couldn’t have gotten a more
friendly and modest man to
represent Italy at Centcom than
General DeFeo,” commented a
friend at the June 2 celebration of
the Republic of Italy.

One would never guess that he
came from the grim fields of
Bosnia and Kosovo. In Bosnia he
served as battalion commander
from 1995 to 1996 and was
awarded the Army Silver Cross for
distinguished duty. In Kosovo he
was Deputy Chief of Operations in
2001 and for his service was
awarded the Bronze Cross for
Distinguished duty.
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President’s Message

I would like to congratulate the Ladies Auxiliary for the fabulous job they did
with Campo Italiano 2006.  They had 50 children signed up and a long waiting
list.  This is the second year the Ladies have hosted Campo Italiano.  The
children, grades 1-6, learned how to cook Italian foods, they learned Italian
words and songs, they did arts and crafts, and they also had story time.  There are
many Ladies that volunteer their time during this week, and I would like to thank
them for the dedication they show with this program.  The children really enjoy
coming to the club for the Campo, and it is important to educate them about the
Italian culture.

The Italian Club Cemetery held their annual Memorial Day Mass on Sunday,
May 28th, 2006.  The Italian Military from MacDill Airforce Base attended the
mass again this year.  We thank them for joining us in the commemoration of our
fallen heroes.

Please plan on joining the Board of Directors Thursday, August 10th, 2006 to
welcome all of our new members at the New Members Welcoming Party.  It will
take place immediately after the General Membership Meeting which is at 6pm.

Join us Sunday, August 13th, 2006 in the Capitano Family Grand Ballroom for a
“Sunday Family Dinner”.  The Committee has put together a great lunch and has
planned some arts and crafts for the children to enjoy that afternoon.  Please see
page 9 for more details.

Saturday, August 19th, 2006 the Italian Club Cemetery will be hosting their
Annual fund raising event at the Tampa Dog Track.  The Cemetery needs
assistance selling tickets for this event.  If you are interested in helping support
the Cemetery, please contact Mamie Ferlita Suszynski at (813) 254-5311.

The Krewe of Italia will be gearing up their season with a Social on September,
22, 2006.  Mark your calendars and keep your eyes open for more information.

Don’t forget every Friday night is Happy Hour at the Italian Club.  Come out and
meet new Club members and enjoy fabulous food the Krewe of Italia prepares.

The various Committees spend a lot of time planning new events for the
members and their families to attend.  I hope to see many faces old and new at
the next couple of events coming up.  Don’t forget that it is this kind of
involvement that teaches the next generation about their heritage.

Have a safe and happy summer!

Ciao,

Sal Guagliardo
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Today we celebrate the 60th

anniversary of the Foundation of the
Italian Republic. Italy became a
republic in 1946, only one year after
the end of World War II. At that time
Italy was very weak from the social
and economic perspective. The
courage of our fathers with the help of
friendly countries, amongst them the
United States of America, created a
miracle: Italy rose from the ashes and
debris of a five year long war and
started on a new course.

The presence of foreign military
forces was instrumental in building the
stability and unity of Italy. This is a
lesson we have learned very well and
have never forgotten.
Italy grew one year after another and
became a well appreciated and stable
country, working side by side with
other countries for a better Europe and
a better world.

Since 1946, every year we have
celebrated Republic Day to show how
proud we are of our democracy and
freedom and how strong is our
commitment to defend our values and
our national unity at home and abroad.

It is indeed a privilege for the Italian
Joint Cell at US Centcom to celebrate
the Italian Republic Day in Tampa
amongst colleagues and friends in
such a historical palace. It has become
a tradition on this important
anniversary to hold a reception at
L’Unione Italiana in Ybor City. We
believe that this impressive building is
the most suitable place to underline
our pride in being Italian and the
strong link that Italian officials,
deployed in Tampa, have with US
citizens of Italian origin or born in
Italy.

Many Italians have made their
contribution in making the United
States a great country and we are
sure that all of you are amongst
them. We are honored by your
presence.
We want to thank the president and
board of directors of L’Unione
Italiana for their hospitality. Thank
you Mr. Sal Guagliardo, president;
thank you Mr. Joseph Capitano Sr.,
former president; and thank you, Mr.
Joseph Caltagirone, board member.
Thank you for your unique support.

I have already said that we have
learned how to contribute to create
peace and freedom. The reason we
are here in Tampa is that we are part
of the US Centcom coalition against
terrorism. Every day, along with
colleagues from 64 nations, we share
the aim and endeavor to fight
terrorism and to create a better world
– a unique experience here in Tampa.
Broadly speaking, Italian armed
forces have deployed abroad about
10,000 troops to promote peace and
freedom. We share this challenging
task with many friendly countries.

We thank all the SNRs; we are
honored by your friendship and
presence tonight.

A special thanks to General Abizaid,
US Centcom commander and Vice
Admiral Nichols and their staffs in
their efforts to keep united 64 flags.
Thanks to Colonel Woodward,
MacDill Air Force Base commander

for the support we receive from
the base.

Thanks to Tampa. The presence
of so many citizens is a clear
sign of the kindness of Tampa’s
inhabitants and adds a extra
value to our celebration.
Thanks to my team for their
daily performance and

Brigadier General Raffaele
DeFeo Comments - English

unconditioned sense of duty. They have
proved to be great. I am very proud of
them.

This reception takes place because of
the tremendous contribution of
professional and friendly experts of
Italian cuisine:
Mr. Luigi Cavallaro, former Italian
paratrooper in Lebanon, now Luigi’s
Catering.
Mr. Guido and Gino Tiozzo, the two
myths from “Donatello,” a restaurant
with its delicious cakes.
Mr. Roberto Mori, the best Italian ice
cream from Gelateria Duomo at the
Internal Plaza.
Mr. Alessandro D’Innocenti, with his
Lavazza espresso.
Mr. Dino and Mrs. Anna Clemente
from La Casa Del Pan di St. Petersburg
for their focaccia.

A special mention to Mr. Kenneth
Ferlita and Mrs. Krista Jones Heaivilin.
They have been the pillars of our
reception. Everything went smoothly
with their timely support and advice.

Last but not least, we delighted to
thank some special friends of ours: Mr.
Francesco Marchesini, former well
known restaurant owner in Tampa; Mr.
Mario Plaza, from Tile World of Italy,
and Mr. Joe Capitano Jr., Chairperson
of Festa Italiana.

Let me now invite you all to stand for
the Italian and US national anthems.

Raise your glasses and, as Latin people
used to say, “Prosit.”
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ItalianRepublic Day
Celebration



JULY/AUGUST 2006

PAGE 5

June 2nd, 2006
ITALIAN REPUBLIC DAY

Speech given by Brigadier General Raffaele DeFeo (Italian version)
At “L’Unione Italiana”

Gentili Signore, distinti ospiti, Ufficiali della base  Mac Dill, Rappresentanti delle nazioni  della coalizione, signori e cari
amici, vorrei darvi nuovamente il benvenuto.

Oggi noi celebriamo il 60* della ricorrenza della proclamazione delle Repubblica Italiana. L’Italia diventò una repubblica
nel 1946, solo un anno dopo la fine della Seconda Guerra Mondiale. A quell’epoca, l’Italia era molto debole sotto l’aspetto
sociale ed economico. Il coraggio dei nostri padri con l’aiuto di paesi amici, tra i quali gli USA, compì un miracolo: l’Italia
si risollevò dalle ceneri e dai detriti di una guerra durata cinque anni e inizio un nuovo corso.

La presenza di forze militari straniere fu strumentale nella realizzazione di stabilità e unità dell’Italia: questa fu una lezione
che noi abbiamo imparato molto bene e che non abbiamo mai dimenticato.
L’Italia crebbe anno dopo anno fino a diventare una nazione ben apprezzata e stabile, lavorando fianco a fianco con altri
paesi amici per un’Europa e un mondo migliore.

Dal 1946 ogni anno noi celebriamo la ricorrenza della Festa della Repubblica per mostrare quanto siamo orgogliosi della
nostra democrazia, libertà e quanto è forte il nostro impegno a difendere i nostri valori in Italia e all’estero.

E’ un privilegio per la Cellula Italiana Interforze presso US CENTCOM celebrare la Festa della Repubblica a Tampa tra
colleghi e amici in un palazzo così storico. E’ diventata una tradizione, in questa importante giornata, tenere un ricevimento
all’Unione Italiana a Ybor City. Noi crediamo che questo suggestivo palazzo sia il luogo più indicato per sottolineare il
nostro orgoglio di essere italiani e il forte legame che i militari italiani, schierati a Tampa, hanno con i cittadini americani di
origine italiana o nati in Italia.

Molti italiani hanno dato il loro contributo per fare degli USA una grande nazione e, noi siamo sicuri, voi tutti siete tra
questi italiani. Siamo onorati della vostra presenza.

Desideriamo ringraziare il Presidente e il Comitato direttivo dell’Unione Italiana per la loro ospitalità. Grazie Signor Sal
Gagliardo, Presidenti e grazie ai Signori Joe Capitano e Joe Caltagirone,  per il loro speciale sostegno.

Ho detto già che noi abbiamo imparato a come contribuire a creare pace e libertà. E’ questo il motivo per il quale siamo qui
a Tampa: US CENTCOM e la coalizione contro il terrore. Ogni giorno, con colleghi di altre 64 nazioni, noi   condividiamo
l’obiettivo e lo sforzo di combattere il terrorismo e creare un mondo migliore: un’esperienza unica qui a Tampa. Parlando in
linea generale, le Forze Armate Italiane hanno schierato all’estero circa 10000 uomini per promuovere pace e libertà in
contrapposizione al terrore. Noi condividiamo questo compito difficile con molti paesi amici.

Ringraziamo i Rappresentanti delle nazioni  della coalizione,:siamo onorati dalla vostra amicizia e della vostra presenza
questa sera.

Una citazione particolare al Generale Abizaid, Comandante di US CENTCOM e al Vice Ammiraglio  Nichols e al loro staff
per sottolineare lo sforzo della condotta delle operazioni  e per tenere unite 64 bandiere. Grazie al Colonnello Woodwart,
Comandante della base Mac Dill per il supporto che noi riceviamo dalla base.

Grazie a Tampa. La presenza di così tanti cittadini è un chiaro segno della gentilezza degli abitanti di Tampa e aggiunge un
valore in più alla nostra celebrazione.

Grazie al mio team: per il loro lavoro quotidiano e il loro grande senso del dovere. Hanno dimostrato di essere in gamba.
Sono veramente orgoglioso di loro. Continued on page 6.
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Questa festa è stata possibile grazie all’eccezionale contributo di professionalità di amici esperti di cucina italiana:

· Signor Luigi CAVALLARO, ex paracadutista italiano in Libano, ora ”Luigi’s Catering;
· Signori Guido e Gino TIOZZO, I due miti del Ristorante DONATELLO con la loro torta squisita;
· Signor Roberto MORI, la migliore gelateria “DUOMO” all’ International Plaza;
· Signor Alessandro D’INNOCENTI, con il suo LAVAZZA espresso e cappuccino farà la differenza;
· Signor Dino e Signora Anna  CLEMENTE della LA CASA DEL PAN di San Petersburg per la loro focaccia,

Una citazione particolare al Signor Kennet FERLITA e alla Signora  Krista JONES. Sono stati i pilastri della festa. Tutto è
andato alla perfezione e secondo I tempi stabiliti grazie al loro sostegno e ai loro consigli.

Infine, abbiamo il piacere di ringraziare dei nostri amici speciali: il Signor Francesco Marchesini, rinomato proprietario di
ristorante a Tampa, il Signor  Mario Plaza, proprietario di “Tile of Italy”, e il Signor Joe Capitano Jr., Presidente della Festa
Italiana. Questi signori hanno donato generosamente.

Ora vi invito ad alzarvi per ascoltare gli inni nazionali Italiano e Statunitense.

Brindiamo ora all’Italia e agli Italiani.
Alzate i vostri calici e come dicevano gli antichi Latini,  “PROSIT”.

Grazie per essere stati con noi questa sera.
Buon divertimento.

Continued from page 5.

Le Notizie delle Donne

June 24, 2006   CAMPO ITALIANO REVIEW

Fifty campers attended this year’s camp and it was lots of fun and very educational! (* Indicates
those who are Board Certified in Education by the state of Florida.  This is a tremendous asset to the camp!!!)

Highlights
     Language-*Sandra Alfieri and Felicia Kopelman… This year’s camp had an extended period of time for
language and included the Italian Language Program, “Muzzy”. This was one of our purchases with NIAF
funds.  It was super!

      Arts and Crafts continues to be a favorite, headed by Katie Miliziano, assisted by * Josie Moreno, *Tessie
Raymondo, *Joanna Bernaldo, * Carol Fedele, * Anna Alfano and Jo Alonso.  Can you believe they made glass
pieces that looked like Murano glass?  Also, they made leather items, which are in style now in Italia and Still
Life paintings!

      Cooking:   *Patty Heath, assisted by *RoseAnn Ligori, *Cathy Pacheco, Frank Pupello and Jr. Chef Zack
Scott.   Chef Zack was outstanding.  They all did a wonderful job.  It is not easy to cook something in 30

Continued on page 7.
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minutes with 10 children in a group.  The campers enjoyed the Italian food and have their own personal
cookbook with Campo recipes.

      Crochet: * Mary Mortellaro, Maria Piazza, and *Katie Lorenzo.  The kids really enjoyed this. While some
consider crochet to be somewhat of a dying art, many campers were really interested.

      Storytelling:  *Nora Lamb was assisted by Barbara Pool, Gilda Capitano, *Cindy Xenick *Gerry Hines, and
*Debbie Scibilia. The stories were very interesting and were enhanced by super follow-up activities.

     Traditions, History, and Culture: * Joann Curry and *Rosalie Perrone, assisted by *Rose Barbie, * Dr. John
Miliziano, Yoly Buss and * Katie Riley.   The campers learned about Italian artists, scientists and explorers,
Julius Caesar, Natale and Pasqua in Italia.  Scopa, a Sicilian card game, returned by popular demand.

     Check-In:  Nora Lamb and Barbara Pool. This is always an important job, especially when children are
involved.

     Troubleshooters:  *Gianna Caravella, Violet Leto, and *Lucy Herman.  These ladies filled in wherever
needed and with 50 campers their assistance was a great help.

      Dance:  *Mary Frances Granell always does a wonderful job of teaching our campers folk dances and this
year taught a Sicilian partner dance.

     Music: *James Leone taught our campers to sing in Italian.  The campers sang with wonderful
pronunciation and voice.

      “Il Fine”:  Culminating event….  Sponsors, parents, children and teachers were invited. After a brief
program in which the children were able to demonstrate some of their accomplishments, an Italian luncheon
was enjoyed with la famiglia e amici.

Once again we did it!  It was with much love and pride that Le Donne were able to offer a wonderful Italian
experience to our children. As president of the Auxiliary it is con piacere that I say, I am very proud of our

ladies and of those guest teachers for accomplishing a tremendous job!  Mille grazie to all of you.

Con affetto, Rosalie

Continued from page 6.
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Mille Grazie to our Sponsors from Le Donne
Dora and Joe Caltagirone

Philip and Jennie Caltagirone
Grace and Joe Naroccia

Loretta and Manuel Campo
Cigar City Magazine
Costantino and Co.

Jack R. Lamb
Vincent A. Leto, P.A.

Camille Farese Dischler
The Matassini Law Firm, P. A.

Mezziogiorno Imports
Anthony P. Moreno, M.D.

Louis Pullara
Silver Ring Café of Riverview

Queen Bees
Felicia L. Traina

Transco American Claims Corp
Italian Club of Tampa
Piazza Design Studio
Amica of the Ladies

Mille Grazie to
National Italian American Foundation

Special Donors
Housewife Bakery                                        Costantino and Co.
      Brocato’s                                                    Angela Genco

     Cindy Luiaconi           Debbie Arias         Sunny Florida Dairy
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Campo Italiano 2006
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Campo Italiano Continued...
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Campo Italiano
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Welcome New Members!

We would like to welcome our new members and thank their sponsors:

March-April Members:

Toni Everett Sponsor                  Rita Messina
Manuel Perez III Sponsor            Joseph Capitano, Sr.
Frank P. Urso Sponsor                  Grace Campisi

May/June Members:

Linda Caivano and Patrick Baldwin Sponsor Joseph Capitano, Sr.
Antoinette Macaluso Sponsor Dick Russo
Dr. Frank M. Lodato Sponsor Anthony and Vicky LoCicero
Richard Califano II Sponsor Loretta Vacanti
Kathryn Gabrielle and Mark Mariani Sponsor                 Joseph Caltagirone
Alfonso J. Genco Sponsor Violet Rodriguez
Joe Prado, Jr &Linda Cimino Prado Sponsor Dan and Linda Almendares
Michael and Theresa Furnari Sponsor                  Sharon Jones
Denis Coledani Sponsor           Rita Messina

All are invited to our weekly Friday night Happy Hour, sponsored by Krewe Italia
                                                  6-9 PM in the Cantina.

A NEW MEMBERS WELCOMING  PARTY WILL  BE HELD
IMMEDIA TELY AFTER THE GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP

MEETING  ON AUGUST 10th, 2006.
Do you have an interest

in writing, or do you have something you would like to share?

We are always looking for articles, poems, etc.

Contact Alice via email:
alice@italian-club.org.

if you are interested.
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We wel c ome all members
and their guests t o our

SundSundSundSundSund aaaaay fy fy fy fy f amilamilamilamilamil y dinnery dinnery dinnery dinnery dinner

LLLLL’Unione It’Unione It’Unione It’Unione It’Unione It alianalianalianalianalian aaaaa
Sund ay, August 27, 2006

12:00pm-12:30pm Social
12:30pm-2:30pm buffet

$14 per adul t
$6 per child

Children 3 and under are Free.

presented by lpresented by lpresented by lpresented by lpresented by l uigi’s cauigi’s cauigi’s cauigi’s cauigi’s ca teringteringteringteringtering :
Past a st ation

Chicken v aldost an a
Br oc c oli fl oret tes

Garden Salad
Fresh Bread

Assor ted c ookies and C offee

Cash B ar will be A vailable.
Ar ts and Crafts T able for Children .

Dressy Casual A t tire.  No Denim please

R.SR.SR.SR.SR.S.V.V.V.V.V.P.P.P.P.P. BY WEDNESD. BY WEDNESD. BY WEDNESD. BY WEDNESD. BY WEDNESDAAAAAYYYYY, A, A, A, A, August 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006
______________________________________________________________________________________

    Please rsvp by sending this form and y our check p ayable t o
    the It alian Cl ub of T ampa, Inc . and send t o the It alian cl ub:
     1731 e. seventh a ve, t ampa, fl 33605 by WednesdWednesdWednesdWednesdWednesd aaaaayyyyy, A, A, A, A, August 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006ugust 23, 2006 .
    Please call the office for q uestions a t (813) 248-3316.

    Name: ______________________________________________________________

    Number of adul ts: _____ children: _____ Under 3: ______

    To t al Price: __________ Phone number: ____________
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RE-VIVA YBOR!

The Italian Club participated in a pilot school board program by graciously hosting an
educational/entertainment event coordinated by Tampa’s Spanish Lyric Theatre.  Over 500 7th
grade students of Hillsborough County participated on April 19th & 20th.

“Re-Viva Ybor!” is the title of this presentation which tells the history of Ybor City through
the eyes of four characters: a young Sicilian immigrant boy of the 1890’s; a young couple who
fall in love on la Se’tima - he Cuban, she Spanish; and of the son of a Jewish merchant who
comes back to the Ybor of today.  In addition there were two narrators who presented music
typical of the settlers and a live band which provided musical accompaniment to the songs and
the narrations.

The success of this pilot program was such that at present 10 days are being considered for the
calendar of the 2006-2007 school year which will accommodate approximately 40 middle
Schools - over 4,000 students!  The Italian Club has once more agreed to host the event.

In addition to the theatrical
presentation, the students visited
the Ybor Museum and Las casitas.
They also took a walking tour of
the area with the Ybor
Ambassadors from the Ybor City
Development Corporation.
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Ciao Bambini,
    Come state?  Have you ever heard about the twins from Rome.  Roman Mythology
tells us that long ago there were a set of twins named Romulus and Remus.  They
were said to be the sons of Rhes Silva and Mars, the God of War.  They were
abandoned.  Some say they were left on a mountaintop.  Others say that they were set
adrift in the Tiber River.
     The myth tells us that the two infants were found by a she wolf who raised them
as her own.  Many years later they founded Rome, which is the capitol of Italy.  The
twins argued over whether to name the city Rema or Roma.  Tragically, Romulus
killed Remus and the city became Rome.
     Is this story fact or fiction?  You decide. If you want to know more details about
this Roman Myth, check out the book.

VOCABULARIO:                                WORD SEARCH
Wolf-lupo
God-Dio
Rome-Roma
Abandoned-abbandonare
City-citta
Capitol-capitoli
Twins-gemelli
Killed-ammazzare

Ciao,
    Rosalie Castellana Perrone

Adelekeluposartyuivvoplsd
fvcxoiDiospoiueyrtedhgle
abbandonaresldkfjslkdfjee
Slkdjfjfjfjeigiesocapitolisl
kdjfigleicittalkslskeoeispd
fRomaslkenlsoieueoisoise
kssslekejidlegemellislkeje
sslkdjasmammazzarelkent
oisueoiisueoiciaolekjeoish
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FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

Actor-Musician Joe Lala is proud to have initiated his
ongoing Actor’s Workshop at Tampa’s historic Italian
Club Theatre on 7th Ave. in Ybor City.  Classes  run
on Monday and Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm at a
cost of $30 per class.  Blocks may be purchased at a
discounted rate of $250 for 10 classes.

Classes are limited to 30 students.

Voice over professionals like radio celebrities Dave
Mann and Tedd Webb will also be making
presentations on commercials.

Space is limited, so call today 813-874-1230, or visit
www.joelala.com.

PRIVATE SESSIONS AVAILABLE

Joe Lalas’s
Actor’s

Workshop

Hollywood Comes to Ybor
SAVE THE

DATE!!

New Year’s Eve Gala
December 31st, 2006

Entertainment Provided by:

The Johnny Charro Band
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Italian Perspectives:

“La Bella Figura”

by John Iorio

A long time ago my parents had
more guests than they expected. We
were a glass short. My mother eyed
jelly jars. My father grabbed a
ceramic pot the size of a glass,
emptied it of its single flower and
poured himself wine while
explaining to guests that he always
liked to drink in the manner of
ancient Romans. That was a minor
bella figura.

At the stazione in Rome, a woman
was having trouble wheeling her
large suitcase. In my best chivalric
manner I offered to help. “No
problema,” I said, allowing    a
Nascar-style triumphant smile
before the triumph. When I tried to
lift the ingot to the overhead ledge
— tugging, straining, using my
head, and risking hernia— I failed.
That was a minor brutta figura.  I
was sure that the suitcase contained
a dead body or a non-ticket holder.

Sociologists tell us that Classical
cultures were cultures of shame as
oppose to cultures of guilt. One
finds it in Greek drama. When
Oedipus crosses to the other world
what he experiences and feels is
not guilt but a terrible shame at the
prospect of seeing his mother and
father.

For the Hebrews, guilt trumps all
dubious behavior. Embedded in
original sin, it calls for atonement
and atonement means becoming at
one with God. Often atonement

takes strange twists. Cain’s guilt in
having failed God by offering a flea
market gift, demands a punishment
that comes with the killing of his
brother.

The Italians inherit both shame and
guilt, but for many the guilt of
committing a sin is less onerous
than the shame of being
discovered. For sin there is
confession; for shame there is only
endless embarrassment.  Guilt
results from failure to one’s God;
Brutta figura is failure to society.
Check it out with your Italian
friends although with Italian
Americans the values may have
changed at bit.

Sustaining bella figura is the fear
of being publicly ridiculed. To be
loved or hated affirms our
worthiness. But derisive laughter
questions our worthiness and
confirms public failure. That would
be brutta figura. Imagine the
College of Cardinals electing a
pope who immediately proclaims
his atheism. That would be brutta
figura on a grand scale. Here are
some examples on a lesser scale:

Bella figura is to invite friends to
the best restaurant. Brutta figura is
leaving you wallet at home.

Bella figura is putting on the
mother of all weddings.  Brutta
figura is stiffing the caterer, the
hall owner, the twenty piece band,
and the Sinatra impersonator.

Bella figura is accepting all
challenges. Brutta figura is offering
an unarmed thief your wallet and
volunteering your wife’s purse as
well.

Bella figura would be to write a
brilliant critique of this article.
Brutta figura would be to send it
mistakenly to “The Montana Daily”
where they would have no idea
what you’re talking about.

When did it all begin?  It’s at least
as old as the Romans. Remember
the Roman who stole into the
Gaul’s headquarters, put his hand
in the fire and allowed it to burn off
just to advertise Roman fortitude?
He was thenceforth known as Lefty
— in Latin, of course.  Now that’s
bella figura. Remember, too, that
gladiators were spared if they put
on a good show. Bella figura
probably was reinforced by the
ancient Stoics for whom any
emotional expression indicated a
lack of knowledge of what was the
true nature of things.  For Stoics,
events are treated with benign
indifference because reality is what
it is.  So it is appearance that
counts. A leader who appears to be
tired is no longer a leader. For
those great lovers of the Stoic poets
in England, bella figura comes off
as “good show.” They admired
Seneca, who during Nero’s tenure,
beat them all. He committed
suicide while reciting poetry. Good
show!

Bella figure also has many
ramifications. It probably
contributes to the Italian sense of
design which today seems to touch
just about anything you can name
including Lexus, BMW, and on and
on. Bella figura’s reverence for
harmony, proportion, daring and
flair allows it to enter the world of
design.

Continued on page 18.
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Continued from  page 17.

Here are some brutta figuras to
avoid: All of them happened to me.

Arranging two dates at the same
time at the same place and showing
up.

Complimenting a woman on her
pregnancy when she was not.

Laughing heartily at a joke but
forced to admit I didn’t hear the
punch line.

Serving at a dinner and discovering
I was one portion short.

Talking lengthily at the dinner table
while ignoring the collective glaze
of Ambien induced behavior.

So, just stay cool, seek harmony
and pleasure for others, do the right
thing, be magnanimous and you
won’t fall into brutta figura.

As I look at the public Square, I see
the erosion of civility and without
civility you don’t have civilization.
One good aspect of bella figura is

that it at least encourages civility.
While bella figura will not certify
you as an aristocrat, brutta figura
surely reveals a lack of class or
judgment. The worst aspect of
bella figura is that it encourages
sentimental phoniness and surface
values. Sooner or later we all have
to move beyond show time. Some
will say, why not just be your self.
That’s fine if you can pin point that
elusive self. I would say why not
strive to be better than you think
you are and if bella figura helps,
stick with it.

Please mark your calendars for the…

Italian American Heritage Month Childr en’s Party
SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday, October 1, 2006, October 1, 2006, October 1, 2006, October 1, 2006, October 1, 2006

12:00-3:00pm12:00-3:00pm12:00-3:00pm12:00-3:00pm12:00-3:00pm
Ages 0-12Ages 0-12Ages 0-12Ages 0-12Ages 0-12

Columbus Day-Themed Arts and Crafts
Scavenger Hunt
Face Painting

Balloon Creations
Light Lunch and Dessert

More Information will be available in the next newsletter….
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Mr. Nicola Ginexi who resides in Germany and his
mother, who resides in Santo Stefano, Sicily is trying
to locate his uncle’s family members in Tampa or

Announcements

Los t R elativ es

Boutique
Italiana

Sicilian Scoupa Cards just arrived from
Sicily, along with other great items such as
aprons, and umbrellas!  Don’t forget the gift
shop also has cigarillos in a tin with the
choice of a Trinacria or the picture of The

elsewhere.  The uncle,
Mr. Giuseppe Liseo,
as shown in this
photograph, is buried
at The Italian Club
Cemetery.  Anyone
knowing the
whereabouts of the
members of his
family, please call Joe
or Dora Caltagirone at
(813) 949-0212.

Joe Capitano, Jr. Honored

Festa Italiana Chairman Joe Capitano, Jr., was awarded
the Ybor City Lion’s Club’s Award of Achievement on
June 28th.  The Lion’s Club recognized Joe’s
leadership in Chairing what has become one of Ybor
City’s most enjoyable and succussful events.
Congratulations Joe!

Acaval donato non si guarda in bocca.
Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.

A rubar poco si va in galera, a rubar tanto si
fa cariera.
Steal a little, go to jail;steal a lot, make a
career of it.

Amico di tutti e di nessuno e tutt’uno.
A friend to all and a friend to none is one
and the same.

Casa senza fimmina ‘mpuvirisci.  (Sicilian
proverb)
How poor is a home without a woman!

Club, in color, on
the cover, hats,
mugs, stationary,
etc.  There is
currently a small
display in the
Giunta Museum
and there will soon be a permanent display on
the first floor.  Please contact the Club office
at (813) 248-3316 for more information or to
purchase items.

It alian Pr ov erbs
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ITALY OWES (ITALIAN AMERICAN)
‘49ERS OF THE CALIFORNIA GOLD
RUSH

ROME - A gold nugget labeled “California
U.S. 1853” has revealed a little known insight
into the making of modern Italy.

According to newly publicized research, gold
dug up by Italian immigrants in the 1849 Gold
Rush found its way to Giuseppe Garibaldi and
his “Spedizione dei Mille” - the Expedition of
the Thousand - that conquered southern Italy.

Alessandro Trojani, a history professor at
Florence University, said he found the gold
nugget in the house of Andrea Sgarallino, one
of Garibaldi’s officers, in the Tuscan port city
of Leghorn.

Trojani followed the gold trail to San Francisco
and other Pacific coast gold rush cities, finding
tales of Italian immigrants who endured the
hardships of gold mining partly for the cause
of a united Italy.

“Some just wanted to change their lives, but
some also wanted to change their country,”
said Trojani.  “There is no question that
Italians in the bay area supported Garibaldi”.

It alian Pr ops

I Day Films and the Guzzo brothers
are producing a fictional short film

that takes place in 1940’s Ybor.
They are looking for evening

gowns, guayaberas, tuxedos, suits,
summer dresses and other

wardrobes indicative of the 1940’s
in Ybor.  Please contact Paul Guzzo

@943-5585 or
paulguzzo@hotmail.com

if you can assist them.
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Krewe of Italia Update
Written by Hazel Vanderford

Notizie per il Krewe
of Italia

Greetings from the Krewe of Italia - here we are at
mid-year - before you can count to “dieci” parade
season will be upon us once again.  If you have
considered joining the Krewe and haven’t done so,
contact the Club office to obtain your application.  We
anticipate the first parade we would participate in to be
the annual Santa parade the first Saturday in
December.  After the holiday season Parade season
will be in full swing - don’t miss a moment of the
excitement.

BENVENUTO: NEW BOARD MEMBERS - The
Board of Directors is proud to announce the election
of Don Bodie, Pedro Gonzalez, Rita Messina, Frank
Pupello, and Yvonne Scalize to the Krewe of Italia
Board of Directors.  Don will chair the Float
committee, Pedro will be working on the website and
technology issues, Rita will work with the
membership committee, Frank will oversee the happy
hour events and Yvonne will continue her work with
the social and fundraising committee.  Jamie Granell,

There are so many people to
thank for the day’s success we
don’t have space to name
everyone, however, we do wish
to acknowledge Marc Rose for

Continued on page 23.

Linda Lastra, Hope Gervais and Gianna Caravella
serve as current Board Officers.

fried fish sandwiches.  We knew we had a hit on our
hands as we watched visitors return to our booth for

FESTA! FESTA!
FESTA!  The Krewe of
Italia’s Food Booth at
Festa was a smashing
success thanks to the
hundreds of man-hours
provided by Krewe
members, family and
friends.  Our booth
offered a wonderful
seafood pasta dish and

refills.  Much to our surprise we even had members of
other vendor groups come over for a sampling.  After a
long day of preparation and food service, the
volunteers returned to the club for a post Festa
celebration.

his contribution, Don Bodie and Frank Pupello for
monitoring the cooking process, John and Yvonne
Scalise, and lIbby Downing for their organizational
skills and keeping everyone on schedule; Rich
Quattrone for his video work and production of a
DVD showcasing Festa activities and our Krewe
historian, Steve Downing, for capturing our best and/
or worst moments through the lens of his camera.

Krewe members were also active in Festa
competitions - Steve Downing entered the wine
contest introducing his homemade Merlot and
Chardonnay.  This was Steve’s first competition and
established himself by wining first place in the Red
Dry and White Dry categories and receiving the “Best
Overall Award”.  Steve’s prizes included crystal wine
glasses, a decanter, cigars, magazine subscription and
5 gallons of grape juice for future batches.
Congratulations Steve - this writer has had the
oppotunity to sample Steve’s wine and can attest to the
incredible body and flavor of his creations.

Krewe member Margo Valenti, along with friends
Brenda Little and Karen Blakely, participated in the
Bolla Grape Stomp Competition, coached by Hazel
Vanderford and Ryley Valenti.  This team won 1st
place in 2004, 2nd place in 2005 and returned in 2006
to regain their title.  The $350.00 first place prize was
donated to the Faces of Courage Foundation that
provides free weekend camps, day programs and
activities for families that have been touched by
cancer.  Peter Valenti (Judge) and Pedro Gonzalez
(Emcee) had absolutely no influence onthe outcome of
the event - there was no doubt the team won by a huge
margin over its competitors.
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graduate of Villa Madonna.  Derrick Downing a HCC
student continues to excel in his studies scoring a 3.2
last semester.

Krewe Member Lynda Marchese is anxiously awaiting
the birth of her grandchild in July 2006.  Her son Mark
and daughter in law Mary are currently living in
Bangkok, Thailand.  Lynda plans to visit the family in
December, provided she can wait that long to see the
baby.

Krewe member Linda Lastra has enjoyed having her
youngest son, Joseph, home for a while.  Joswph
recently completed a year’s service as a military base
firefighter in Iraq and had returned to Iraq after
spending a month of R&R with his family.

Continued from page 22.
SAVE THE DATES!  The Social and Fundraising
Committee is planning two very special events
scheduled SEptember 22, 2006 and October 14, 2006.
Mark your calendars and watch your email and future
newsletters for details.

On September 9, 2006, Faces of Courage Foundation
is hosting a Boa and Bling Trolley Hop through Ybor
City.  This event will be attended by members of many
of the local Krewes and Ybor organizations.  All
proceeds are designated to support the FOC Santa
Workshop Weekend, which invites children of families
touched by cancer to a fun filled holiday weekend.
Several of our members have already noted this date
on their calendar.  Plan on joining Krewe Members for
what will be an evening of great fun - details to follow.

Happy Hour Dinners - Our Happy Hour dinners
continue weekly.  Many thanks to the volunteers who
continue to provide food donations.  Reminder the
third Friday of every month is potluck dinner.
Volunteers are needed to complete the October,
November and December calendar.  Please contact
Yvonne Scalize or Libby Downing for more
information

CONDOLENCES - The Krewe of Italia extends its
condolences and heart felt sympathy to Eileen Khan
and her family in the recent loss of her father.  Many
of us have had the opportunity to meet Eileen’s Dad,
he was a delightful charming man, always smiling, and
he will be greatly missed.

PRENDERE BENE PRESTO - Wishes for a speedy
recovery to Sammy Arena.

KREWE NOTABLES - The Krewe Softball Team
continues enjoying a winning season!  Way to go
Krewe!!  Sylvia Tagliarini is proud to recognize her
granddaughter Dara Lisicki, a recent King High
School honors graduate.  Dara was courted by many
universitites and has selected the University of West
Florida in Pensacola.  Nicolette (Nikki) Neville,
granddaughter and daughter of Krewe members
Rosemarie Neville and Dana Neville had been
awarded the $25,000.00 Connell Scholarship to attend
the Academy of Holy Names.  Nikki was a 2006 honor

CELEBRAZIONI:  Best
Wishes to Frank Puppello
and Eileen Gonzalez
married on April 23, 2006;
Happy Birthday to
Michael Massimini on
June 18, 2006; Happy 40th
birthday to Peter Valenti;
Linda Lastra’s grandson,
Mason, will be celebrating
his first birthday in July.  Happy Birthday to Libby
Downing and Eileen Pupello on July 6th.
Congratulations to Michael and Diana Massimini on
their 7th wedding anniversary on June 19th.  Happy
31st wedding anniversary to Steve and Libby Downing
on July 5th!

Safe travel to Krewe Members Sylvia Tagliarini, Rose
Barbie, Steve, Libby and Derrick Downing, Rosemarie
Neville and Barbara Cyphers.  The group is traveling
together on a 10-day tour of Ireland.

Krewe member Rebecca Fiore has accepted a new job
with Lennar Homes as a Closing Coordinator.

DO YOU REMEMBER? - Who remembers the name
of the man who stood on the corner of 7th and 15th
selling Deviled Crab Rolls kept in a metal box
mounted on his bicycle?

Until the next time...Ciao!!



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

Anchors Away Star Brands Imports
BP Amoco Sorrento Cheese
Brown-Forman TECO
Celebrity Cruises The Radiant Group LLC
Century Auto Mall The Tampa Tribune
Clear Channel Thomas Financial
Colonial Bank Vigo Importing
Pepin Distributing

Festa Sponsors 2006
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A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.

DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Boza & Roel Funeral Home National Distributing Co., Inc.
Brown Forman Norris & Samon Pump Service
CGM Services Pinnacle Financial Corp.
Coca-Cola of Florida Mr. John Puls, Jr.
Creative Products Screen PrintersReeves Import Motor Cars
Ed Morse Cadillac Risser Oil Corp
Environmental Compliance ServiceSouthern/Trans-Atlantic/Coastal
Ferrari of Central FloridaSunny Florida Dairy
Hill, Ward & Henderson Tampa Bay One LLC
Mastro Subaru Tile World of Italy

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Akerman Senterfitt Lumia & Valenti Produce
AXA Advisors Malcolm Pirinie
Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato Dr. Benedict Maniscalco
Busto Plumbing Thomas P. Martino Inc.
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Mavilo Wholesalers
Castellano Specialty Center Morrick Construction Inc.
Corral Wodiska Partnership Paverworks
Environmental Consulting Platinum Bank
FGS, Inc. Premier Beverage
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker Remy
Gerardi Construction Co. San Pellegrino
Mr. Joseph Glover III Seven One Seven Parking
Gonzalez Funeral Home Thomas Shannon, Jr.
Gray Robinson Shell Oil Products US
GTE Federal Credit Union Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
Laurie & Steve Henry Swope, Rodante P.A.
Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC TECO Street Car
Joe & Jacob Inc. The Fone Connection
JMP Solutions Tre Amici Coffee
La Tropicana Inc. Walton H. Chancey & Assoc.
Lazy Days RV Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms J.O. Delotto & Sons, Inc.
Aston Martin/Jaguar of Tampa Lykes Insurance
Cafe Denali Mac Dill Hearing Center
Caldeco Mechanical Services Olivia Tobacco Co.
Cale Parking Systems USA Publix Charities
Castellano & Pizzo Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Design Interiors Salario Shoes
Dr. Claudia Hohn Mr. Frank Sanchez
Dr. Lenay Suarez Sun Trust Bank
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.The Palm Bank
Paul Ferlita, CPA The Virtual Operating Room
Future Innovations Janitorial Inc. Universal Structures, Inc.
Hillsborough Community College Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc.
Holcomb & Mayts, P.A. Stephanie Cannella-vanBelzen
Hunt Douglas

AMICI

Affordable Homes Hardin Construction
Agliano & Associates, Inc. Ed Jacobs Insurance
Anastasi Pioneer Cleaners
Architectural Designs, Inc. Pin Chasers, Inc.
Ardaman & Associates, Inc. Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Joseph Fernandez, Sr. J. H. Willians Oil Co.
Florida Ship Supply Co., Inc.

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Beef O’ Brady’s          Green Iguana Rattlefish Raw Bar
Bernini of Ybor         Grillsmith Restaurant Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Big City Tavern          Housewife Bakery Sacino’s Formal Wear
Cafe Anna           Iavarone’s Steakhouse Sonny’s BBQ
Caffé Paradiso          Johnny Carino’s Italian          Spartaco Trattoria Italiana
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue      La Creperia Cafe, Inc. StoneChef Caterers
Catering by the Family          La Terrazza Ristorante The Melting Pot
Catering Partners          Luigi’s Catering Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
CDB’s of Tampa           Massimos Vino E Pasta
Columbia Restaurant           M.J. Barley Hopper’s Wayl of a Time
Delectables Fine Catering        Paci’s Pizza
Good Luck Cafe           Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
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Don’t forget!!
HAPPY HOUR

Friday Nights
in the Cantina

6pm to 9pm

www.segalfuneralhome.com
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Memorial Mass held at the Italian Club Cemetery
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

TESSIE & JIMMIE CAPITANO
Evelyn C. Ferreri

JOHN FERNANDEZ
Vince & Jan Pardo

SAM MIRABELLA
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Capitano, Sr.

LOSCALZO FAMILY
Maria Piazza

President’s Message

On behalf of the Italian Club Cemetery Committee, we were
especially pleased to see so many in attendance at our Memorial
Mass that was held last month in honor of our fallen heroes.

We especially thank Brig. General Raffaele DeFeo and his staff
from Central Command at MacDill Airforce Base, the Rough
Riders, the various organizations who so generously made a
donation or brought flowers and to all the Cemetery Committee
members who donated food, drinks and equipment.  Thank
You!

And now, for an exciting event that will take place on Saturday,
August 19, 2006 at the Tampa Dog Tack, which is our annual
fund raising event.  Tickets cost $35.00 each which includes
entrance, program and all you can eat in the clubhouse.  We
need your help in selling these tickets, which net revenue helps
us to continue making improvements at our historic cemetery.
So won’t you please make plans to attend this fun night.  Call
Mamie Ferlita Suszynski at 254-5311 for tickets.  We are
grateful and appreciative for your help.

Sincerely,
Grace S. Campisi - Maroccia
President

FRANK S. SETTECASI
Jean P. Lala
Richard & Violet Del Rosal
Joe & Grace Campisi-Maroccia

MARY TAGLIARINI
Vince & Jan Pardo

MEMORIAL COMMEMORATION
Opti-Mrs. of Ybor City
Ybor Round Table
Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary
Columbus Assn. of Tampa
Loggia Mona Lisa #2699, OSIA
Italian Culture Club
Daughters of Italy #2825, OSIA
Ybor City Lions Club
La Nuova Sicilia Unita Lodge #1251
Most Holy Name Society OLPH
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Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick & Angie Capitano
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello
Laura DeLucia

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti


