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The mission of L’Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and heritage of the Italian Community
and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning memorial to the working class immigrants.

Upcoming
Events

MARCH 17 - SAINT PATRICK’S
      PARADE

MARCH 28 - MINI FESTA

MARCH 29 - WINES OF ITALY

MARCH 31 - PRE-FESTA
     ITALIANA
     ACTIVITIES

APRIL 1 - SORRENTO CHEESE
FESTA ITALIANA

APRIL 8 - EASTER

MAY 6 - SUNDAY FAMILY
              DINNER
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Tradition and ritual play a strong
role in Italian culture, especially
during celebrations such as Easter,
the Christian holiday based on the
pagan festival called Eostur-
Monath. No matter what date
Easter falls on, there are many
ceremonies and culinary customs
that are religiously upheld. Some
traditions are regional, for instance
the art of palm weaving, in which
decorative crosses and other
designs are created from the palms
received on Palm Sunday.

Easter Ceremonies in Italy
At Vatican City there are a series of
solemn events that culminate in
Easter Sunday Mass. During the
spring holy days that center around
the vernal equinox there are also
many other rites practiced
throughout the country that have
their roots in historic pagan rituals.
In addition, the Monday following
Easter is an official Italian holiday
called la Pasquetta, so if traveling
be prepared for another day of
repose.

Tredozio: on Easter Monday the
Palio dell’Uovo is a competition

where eggs are the stars of the
games.

Merano: the Corse Rusticane are
conducted, fascinating races with a
special breed of horses famous for
their blonde manes ridden by
youths wearing the local costumes
of their towns. Before the race, the
participants parade through the
streets of the town followed by a
band and folk dance groups.

Buona Paqua!

Easter in Italy

Barano d’Ischia: on Easter
Monday the ‘Ndrezzata takes
place—a dance which revives the
fights against the Saracens. ore

Carovigno: on the Saturday before
Easter is a procession dedicated to
the Madonna del Belvedere during
which the ‘Nzeghe contest takes
place: banners must be hurled as
far as possible.

Enna: religious rites dating back to
the Spanish domination (fifteenth
through seventeenth century) take
place in this Sicilian town. On
Good Friday, the different religious
confraternities gather around the
main church and over 2,000 friars
wearing ancient costumes silently
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President’s Message
It’s Festa time once again!  The 10th annual Sorrento Cheese Festa
Italiana will be Sunday, April 1, 2007.  You will find specific
information about events occurring Festa weekend through out the
newsletter.  This year’s events include: Wines of Italy, Cinema Italiano,
Mass on Sunday, and many more.  This is the Italiana Club’s largest
fundraiser and we will need the help of volunteers again this year.  If
you are interested in volunteering please contact Starlet at 247-4731.
Don’t forget to visit Festa’s website for updates at
festaitalianatampa.com.

The Krewe participated once again this year in the Sant’Yago Knight
Parade on February 10th, 2007.  After the parade, there was an after
party at the Club, where a great time was had by all.

Fiesta Day was a huge success once again.  Thank you to all of the
volunteers that helped out.  We would not be able to participate in
Fiesta Day with out your help.

The Saint Patrick’s Parade will be taking place Saturday, March 17th.
Come join us in the Cantina after the Parade.  We will have a cash bar,
music, and food will be available for purchase.

Second notices for membership dues have gone out.  If you have a
question about your dues please contact Alice in the Club office.
Thank you to all of those who have already sent their payment in.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Cheryl Nelson.  She
has taken Krista’s place as Event Coordinator for the Club.  Some of
you have already met Cheryl, she has been working in the office since
January.

The Club has also acquired an in house caterer, Wayl of a Time, headed
up by Chef Waylon.  They have been setting up a buffet at Happy Hour,
so come on out and meet the Chef.

I would like to thank Krista for all she has done for the Club.  She has
been with us for over 5 years and has overseen many of the changes
that have occurred at the Club during this time.  Along with spending
time as a new mom she will be pursuing her own entrepreneurial
adventure.  We wish her luck!

Ciao!
Sal Guagliardo
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parade through the streets of the
city. On Easter Sunday, the Paci
ceremony takes place: the statue of
the Virgin and that of Jesus Christ
are first taken to the main square
and then into the church where they
stay for a week.

In Italy, the expression “Natale con
i suoi, Pasqua con chi vuoi” is
frequently heard (“Christmas with
your family, Easter with your own
choice of friends”). Oftentimes, this
implies sitting down to a dinner
that starts with minestra di Pasqua,
the traditional beginning of the
Neapolitan Easter meal.

Other classic Easter recipes include
carciofi fritti (fried artichokes), a
main course of either capretto o
agnellino al forno (roasted goat or
baby lamb) or capretto cacio e uova
(kid stewed with cheese, peas, and

eggs), and carciofi e patate
soffritti, a delicious vegetable side
dish of sautéed artichokes with
baby potatoes.

A holiday meal in Italy would not
be complete without a traditional
dessert, and during Easter there
are several. Italian children finish
their dinner with a rich bread
shaped like a crown and studded
with colored Easter egg candies.
La pastiera Napoletana, the classic
Neapolitan grain pie, is a
centuries–old dish with
innumerable versions, each made

according to a closely guarded
family recipe.

Another treat is the Colomba cake, a
sweet, eggy, yeasted bread (like
panettone plus candied orange peel,
minus the raisins, and topped with
sugared and sliced almonds) shaped
in one of the most recognizable
symbols of Easter, the dove. The
Colomba cake takes on this form
precisely because la colomba in
Italian means dove, the symbol of
peace and an appropriate finish to
Easter dinner.

Gif t Shop
Don’t Forget...the Gift shop is open
Saturdays 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  If you are not able
to make it on Saturdays please phone the Club
office at (813) 248-3316.

The Italian Club has generously
funded three schlarships

($1,000 each) for students of
Italian heritage at any college or

university to attend the
University of South Florida’s

Summer Florence Program.  For
more information contact the

Italian Club office at
(813) 248-3316.

Scholarship for
Summer Program
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The Italian Club of Tampa was founded by a small visionary group to become the voice for the Italian
community of Tampa and to champion the cause for social and economic progress.

Our mission is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions, and heritage of the Italian community and
to maintain the historical facility in Ybor City as a functioning memorial to working class immigrants.

We support our mission through dues and contributions provided by members, their families, friends,
and government. In return, we add value to the membership by providing social activities, fellowship,
Italian arts and culture. These activities provide for growth and stability in the membership to create a
safe and comfortable environment for both members and employees.

We have a vested interest in ensuring the future of our Italian community for our children and
grandchildren. That future is secured in part through our endowment fund with the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay.  The endowment fund is a permanent savings vehicle for The Italian Club
to sustain our mission and honor the legacy of our benefactors in perpetuity.

Since 2002, The Italian Club’s endowment fund has grown due to new gifts and reinvested earnings.
The endowment fund helps us keep our promise to future generations by pooling our financial
resources to encourage growth and ensure our agency’s mission. At an appropriate future time, The
Italian Club will begin to receive the benefits of this endowment.  Checks will be forthcoming from the
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay twice each year which can be used for new programs,
operating expenses, or other needs deemed to be important to the mission of our group.

The Community Foundation provides fiduciary oversight and management of our endowment fund.
They are members of the Council on Foundations, headquartered in Washington, D.C. and have met
the rigorous requirements for National Standards in the industry. We value our relationship with the
Community Foundation and hope that you will share our vision to help us build our endowment fund.
Together, we can make a difference.

Reasons To Support Our Endowment Fund:

· Ensure your legacy in perpetuity
· Receive a tax deduction
· Invest in a cause that you care about

If you would like additional information on our endowment fund, please call The Italian Club of Tampa
at (813) 248-3316.
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Insalata Tricolore
Tricolor Salad

 
Adriana’s in Santo Stefano Quisquina, Sicily sends this delicious recipe:

Ingr edients:
4 large red bell peppers
4 large yellow bell peppers
2 1/2 lb fennel bulbs
1/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil
2 tb minced fresh parsley
Salt and freshly ground pepper

Dir ections:
Char peppers over gas flame or under broiler until blackened on all sides.
Wrap in paper bag and let stand 10 minutes to steam.
Peel and seed. Rinse; pat dry. Cut into 1/2-inch strips.
Discard tops and tough outer layer of fennel bulbs, core and trim. Cut fennel lengthwise into 1/
2-inch thick strips. Rinse and pat dry.
Toss peppers and fennel with olive oil, parsley, salt and generous amount of ground pepper in
large bowl. Serve immediately.

That’s it!
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Italian Club Holiday Party

Hello, my name is Jacqueline Stine and I would be honored to be this year’s 2006-2007 Santa Lucia.  First, I
would like to tell you a little bit about myself.  My grandparents are Rose and Joe Ciccarello, and they are
wonderful, loving, Italian people.  I am thirteen years old, attend St. Lawrence Catholic School and am in the
eighth grade.  Also, I am in the National Junior Honors Society, and am Vice President of Student Council at my
school.  Varsity volleyball and varsity track are school sports teams that I am proud to be a part of.  Most of all, I
am proud to be a part of the Santa Lucia procession.

I have participated in Santa Lucia Festival of Lights since I was four years old and performed the Tarantella at
the Italian Festival for many years since I was five.  My sister and other girls who have been Santa Lucia have
inspired me to want to carry on the tradition.  Santa Lucia and the Italian Club has become an important part of
my life.

My great, great grandmother’s name was Lucia.  I feel that by participating in Santa Lucia makes me honor her
along with Santa Lucia.  Along with practicing other Italian traditions like St. Joseph’s Day and Festa della
Madonna, participating in Santa Lucia makes me feel more connected with my grandparents, great
grandpartents, and ancestor’s and Italian heritage.

I have fond memories of all the festivities I have participated in at the Italian Club.  I am very proud to be Italian
and to carry out some of the traditions of my ancestors.  I would be extremely proud to wear the Santa Lucia
sash and represent the Italian Club with dignity and respect whenever possible.

Meet Jacqueline Ciccarello Stine, Santa Lucia 2007

Enjoy her winning essay.
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New Year’s Eve 2006



Welcome New Members!
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We would like to welcome our new members and thank their sponsors:

 January and February New Members:

If you are a sponsor of a new member, please offer them, (what we do best) Italian hospitality, by inviting
them to our functions. Rita Messina

Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Frank David & Christina Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick & Angie Capitano
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello
Laura DeLucia

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Carol Olive
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti

Laura Tarquini & Paul Bolduc Family/Benefactor Spr: Rita Messina
Andre & Victoria Brvenik Family Spr: Rita Messina
Mildred Cagno Senior Spr: Grace Campisi
Sylvia Cimino General Spr: Joe & Linda Prado
Charles & Candice Courter Family Spr: Rita Messina
James DeGore General Spr: Rita Messina
Sam & Judy Ferlita Family Spr: Joe & Linda Prado
George Guida Senior Spr: Joe Capitano, Sr.
James Oliverio General Spr: Donna Gelband
Richard Pellegrini General Spr: Rita Messina
Robert & Sara Vaughn Family Spr: Rita Messina
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Message from the President

I am proud and honored to assume the office of presidency of  the Italian Club Ladies
Auxiliary.  It will be difficult to replace Rosalie Perrone, our former president of eleven years.
Her hard work and dedication has enabled the Auxiliary to grow and become a pillar of the

Italian Community.  Rosalie has truly been an inspiration and model of what being Italian is all
about.  I only hope that I can fill her shoes.  Hopefully, I can count on all members of the Italian

Club to assist me in this endeavor.  I need your help and support and look forward to working
with each and every one.

Patricia Heath
    President, Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary

****************************************************

Calendar of events for Woman’s Auxiliary 2007

 March 3, 2007 -  Moda di Primavera Fashion Show

            June 11-15, 2007 - Campo Italiano Children’s Summer Camp

August 26, 2007 - Festa della Madonna

 October 6, 2007 - Italian American Women of Excellence

 

 

 
 
 

As a prelude to Festa Italiana on April 1, 2007,  the second annual Italian Heritage Celebration
will take place in downtown Tampa at Chillura Square across from the County Center on
Wednesday March 28th from 11:30am till 1:30pm.  The event is a chance to honor the
contributions of the Italian culture on our own community.  All elected officials in
Hillsborough County are being invited to attend and the event will also feature free food and
entertainment.  All are invited to this special celebration.  Last year over 1,000 people attended

“Mini Festa”

and had a great time.  The event is being sponsored by Hillsborough County,
The City of Tampa, Sorrento Cheese, The Italian Club, and The Hillsborough
County Planning Commission.  We want to make it a joyous celebration of life
and the extended family of community which are so much a value of the
Italian culture.

Ray Chiaramonte
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Let’s have a Festa!

Italians are always ready to have a festa. This is very evident!  Just visit Italy and you will find that
there are many festas celebrated throughout the year.  Fun-loving Italians celebrate whenever possible as
they love life.  In Italia, at the National level, the most commonly celebrated festas are:

January 1st Capodanno New Year’s Day
January 6th Epifania, Feast of the Epiphany
Easter Monday Pasquettta-Little Easter
April 25th Liberation Day
November 1st Ognissanti-All Saints Day
December 8th Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 25th Natale-Christmas
December 26th St. Stephen’s Day

Locally, there are patron saints’ days, town festivals, and other celebrations that are the center of
community life.  Lots of music, gaiety and self-expression are prominent.

Carnevale is held in Venice and well-known in many parts of the world.  Unique costumes can be
seen at every turn. Tradition and ritual play an important role throughout the Italian culture.

In San Biagio, Sicily, Palm Sunday is celebrated with the enactment of “Jesus” riding on a donkey,
leading a procession. Every year a new “Jesus” is selected.  My husband and I were priviledged to
participate in this procession several years ago. We even sang in Italian in the procession. On Easter Sunday
the main street of the village is decorated with arches made of bread and demonstrates how tradition,
creativity, and religion all work together.  This celebration is called Festa dei Archi or Feast of the Easter
Arches.

Festa della Madonna is held on the last Sunday of August.  This is a celebration brought to Tampa by
natives of Alessandria della Rocca many years ago. The celebration is held annually.  Santa Lucia is
celebrated in many cities throughout the world.  Festa della Madonna and Santa Lucia are held on alternate
years at the Italian Club.

Palermo has its Santa Rosalia Festa.  She is the patron saint of Sicily. Italians enjoy telling their
version of the saint’s deeds. Each version is more interesting than the other.  If you have the opportunity,
visit the Sanctuary of Santa Rosalia.  It has a special charm of years past.

The Italians are very creative and use their imagination to the utmost.  Perhaps it is the past blending
of numerous cultures that have influenced them. Every region has its unique and colorful traditions, which
make for a fascinating experience. One must visit Italy at least twenty times in order experience the variety
and creativity.
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Using Heirlooms to Share your
Family’s Past

Everyone loves a party and a festa is a grand party or festival.  Special days can be celebrated using
music, culture, traditional foods and dance.  Are you ready to have a festa?  I am, whether it be grande or
piccolo.

New Words….or Nuovi Paroli

Fun-divertimento arches-archi loving-affettuoso
Celebrate-celebrare bread-pane saint-santo
Community-communita‘ religion-religione Jesus-Gesu‘
Music-musica imagination-immaginazione
Gaety-gaiezza infuence-influenza unique-unico
Culture-cultura Easter-Pasqua Sunday-Domenica
Self-expression-autoespressone
A pui tardi- later, as in see you later

Find the words …..Trova le parole.

A pui tardi,
   Rosalie
 Castellana
   Perrone

 Divertimentoa;sldaffettuoso;asdlkjcelebrare;asl
kdsanto;asdlkDomenica;sdlkPasqua;sdflkGesu`;
aslkdfj culturapwoieruunico.asd,fmmmms-
0eautoespressione;lkj;lkjgaiezzawpoeimusicaco
mmunita`asdfasdfasdfpoiepoiearchiaaaaapoia 
puitardi;lkj;lkjimaginazionelkjelkjecreativita~lk
j[epois[poispane;lkjealknarchi 

The Sorrento Cheese Festa Italiana Cultural Committee is
seeking artifacts, handmade crafts or clothing, photos, or
anything that has been handed down to you from your ancestors.
We would like to display them in the Cantina for Festa on Sunday, April 1, 2007.  The cherished
items will be protected in glass cases and a volunteer will be there at all times.  Please contact
Rose Barbie at 931-3613 or 241-8838 or Tom Sabella at 932-4852 or 298-9830 if you would
like to display your items.

We are also in need of volunteers for a two-hour block of time, between the hours of 11:00 am -
5:00 pm, to help us with this display.
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                   Italian Club  Ladies Auxiliary, Inc  .
                                                                                                  4702 Dunnie Dr.
                                                                                                   Tampa, Fl. 33614
                                                                                                   February 9, 2007

Dear Amici,
    The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc. is planning a one week day camp for children in Grades 2-6 to
be held June 11-June 15 from 9:00 am-12:00 pm.  Our purpose in providing this camp is to further the
cultur e of the Italian heritage.  We feel strongly that our culture will be passed on to future generations
by educating our youth.  We will center all instruction on the Italian cultur e.  Our children will
experience our culture through classes in music, dance, arts and crafts, cooking, traditions, language, and
story telling.  We have had a huge success with this day camp, largely due to the fact that the majority of
our instructors are certified teachers.
     As you know a cost is always present when providing a service.  It is for this reason that we ask your
support.  Instruction will be pr ovided gratis, however, we will need funds to purchase materials and
supplies.
     We are hoping that you would like to become a sponsor for this valuable and worthy event.  We are
leaving it up to you to determine the amount that you would like to donate.
      If you should decide to donate to “CAMPO ITALIANO” per  I bambini, please make checks payable
to:  The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.  Please be assured that all donations will be most appreciated.
Please send by May 20th so  that we may have time to order Campo Italiano t-shirts for the children with
sponsor’s names on them.
      We look forward to your response, as we are eager to provide this opportunity for  our children.
Grazie.
                                                                          Cordialmente,

  Rosalie C. Perrone  Rosalie C. Perrone  Rosalie C. Perrone  Rosalie C. Perrone  Rosalie C. Perrone
                                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone, Campo Chairwoman
                                                                           Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.

P. S.
Please return your response to:
R. Perrone
4702 Dunnie Dr.
Tampa, Fl. 33614
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You’ve got an appointment with
The FamilyThe FamilyThe FamilyThe FamilyThe Family

for a
Sunday Family Dinner

May 6, 2:00 p.m.
The Italian Club

In Memory of
Fortunato (Fortune) Silvio Bosco

December 18, 1927 - November 23, 2006

In November of this past year, the Italian Club and the Tampa Bay community
lost a friend and a valuable community resource when Fortunato (Fortune)
Bosco passed away. Fortunato was born in Lanciano, Italy on December 18,
1927. He earned a law degree from the University of Rome and then served in the Italian National Police,
ending his career as an Interpol agent. In 1954, he immigrated to the United States. He met his future wife,
Marjorie Nettleton, on July 25, 1956 when both assisted survivors of the Andrea Doria. The couple moved to
Florida in 1957. He earned a second law degree from the University of Miami, School of Law in 1964.
Fortunato was hired by the U.S. Justice Department and transferred to Tampa, serving in the Office of Economic
Opportunity as a Civil Rights attorney. His favorite pastimes included playing bocce ball (not bad for a man who
was legally blind), discussing politics with his friends and writing La Pagina Italiana for La Gaceta. He was a
member of the Mona Lisa Lodge Sons of Italy and the Italian Club of Tampa as an honorary member of the
Board of Directors. Fortunato was instrumental in establishing the Tampa-Agrigento Sister Cities relationship in
1991 with his advise on Italian protocol and his translations of correspondence to dignitaries.

We have lost a friend and and I for one have lost an irreplaceable mentor.

Vince J. Pardo
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Ricetta per la Vita della Famiglia

Some of my fondest childhood memories are those of family, family traditions, family
values, and family gatherings.  A typical Italian gathering always revolves around food.  Food
offers sustenance, comfort, and an opportunity to communicate as a family.  Our family had a
set time for dinner, which was approximately one hour after mom and dad came home from
work.  Both my parents worked but we still had a dinner ritual in that everyone had to sit at the
table together.  As we ate, we discussed the day’s events.  We talked about problems we faced
throughout the day and about future concerns.  We also laughed and enjoyed each others
company.  Many a family crisis was settled at the dinner table.

Child psychologists are once again noting the value of family time at the dinner table.  It
seems to be a huge component lacking in today’s family structure.  Family’s that share dinner
time together communicate better and as a result are a more closely knit family unit.
Unfortunately we have replaced this valuable time with dinners on the run to accommodate our
hectic schedules.   I would like to offer some simple recipes that may help families to reinstate
“Family Dinner Time”.

Quick Lasagna

· One jar of your favorite bottled spaghetti sauce
· 1 large bag frozen cheese ravioli, unthawed
· 1  10 ounce bag frozen chopped spinach, thawed and squeezed dry
· 2 cups shredded mozzarella
· ½ - 1 cup grated Parmesan Cheese

1. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Coat a 13 by 9 inch baking pan with Pam.
3. Spoon sauce to lightly cover the bottom of the pan, about ½ cup.
4.  Arrange approximately 12 ravioli on top of sauce then scatter the spinach over

them.
5. Top with 1 cup of mozzarella and ½ of the Parmesan.
6. Cover with another layer of ravioli and the remaining sauce and cheeses.
7. Cover with foil.  (Can be made ahead to this point and refrigerate for the next day.)
8. Bake 30 minutes.  Uncover and cook an additional 10 minutes or until bubbly.

Patricia Heath
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FESTA ENTERTAINMENT

HEADLINER
Joe Piscopo

Aaron Caruso
Tenor

Christina Luna Denise Clemente

Hosted by the
Arena Twins

Scilian Dancers Sicilian Dancers
Citta-dei Templi
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This year to help celebrate Festa Italiana’s 10 year
anniversary we are happy to announce festivities
will commence with Monsignor Laurence Higgins
celebrating a Catholic service on Palm Sunday
followed by a Procession into Centennial Park.
Please mark your calendars and plan to celebrate
the Palm Sunday liturgy together as a community.

Mass at 10:15 am in the Capitano Family Ballroom
By Monsignor Higgins

Immediately followed by the Procession and flag parade

Genealogy Assistance at Festa Italiana

A few years ago I became interested in my family history, and was amazed at how much
information was easily available to a new researcher. Family genealogy has become popular and
there are many free resources available for a beginner. In a short period of time, I was able to
compile information on my family history dating back many years and learned things about my
ancestors that I never knew before. My journey through the past connected me to family
members I never knew, who had passed away years before and the facts I uncovered brought me
closer to them. I was able to look into their lives – things like the date and place they were born;
the year they immigrated to America; the name of the ship that brought them to their new home
and so much more.
 
At the annual Festa Italiana in the Italian Club Cantina, we will set-up a genealogy research
center equipped with computers, knowledgeable volunteers, and handouts. We will assist others
(free of charge) in how to get started doing family research. If you would like us to help you,
then visit us on Sunday, April 1st, at Festa Italiana. If you would like us to help you, here is an
idea of the kind of information we will need: exact spelling of first/last names, name of town
where your family emigrated from, any dates that may help us.   Please don’t bring original
documents!!  So stop by this year and let us help you get started.  We look forward to seeing
you.

Vienna LoCicero Santisteban
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Do you have an interest in writing,
or do you have something
you would like to share?

We are always looking for articles, poems,
etc. to place in the newsletter.

Contact Alice via email at
alice@italian-club.org

or (813) 248-3316
if you are interested.

At Tampa bookstores & online, Ybor City Museum & Amazon.com, frankurso.com, iuniverse.com or call
1-800-AUTHORS. Check out www.frankurso.com & learn about Frank.

Don’t get left out; ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
Out of State Book Reviews

—“Dr . Urso is a medical doctor who should have devoted his life to writing, for he clearly

has the imagination and skills to succeed. His book reveals a whole world of Sicilians I knew

nothing about. It is through books of this nature the multifaceted Sicilian immigration story

will be told.” —Dr. G. Cipolla, Professor of Literatur e & Languages—St. John’s University

NEW YORK .—“Gr owing up in Ybor City, Fla., when it was the tobacco center of the U. S.,

Urso never thought of his family as poor tabaqueros, even though they lived in a shotgun

home and couldn’t afford good medical attention. Maybe that’s what turned Urso into a

doctor and now a writer about a time when Sicilians had to fight as they worked their way

to respect. This politically incorr ect memoir is raw, but real.”—FRA NOI—Chicagoland’s

Italian American Voice—CHICAGO —“It is the uplifting stor y of a boy rolling with punches while his family rolls cigars.

Sicilian American Franchito lives among Hispanics in a district bordering “colored town.” His family doesn’t celebrate

Thanksgiving or the 4th of July.”—Italian American Digest—NEW ORLEANS—“His par ents, Filippo and Maria, were among

the many immigrants who worked in cigar factories. As a child he saw his mother vomit and pass out due to acute nicotine

poisoning.”— National Italian-American Foundation News—WASHINGT ON, DC

TOURS TO ITALY
June, September, October

See the best of Italy (Venice, Florence,
Capri, Rome, etc.) and then see also that
dear little town where your folks came

from in Abruzzo, Calabria, Puglia,
Basilicata, Sicily, etc. Meet your relatives.
Custom-made tours for churches, clubs,

family groups are also our specialty.
Doing tours for 29 years!

For more information and
to get a brochure call:

The Italian Heritage Tours:
1-800-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com
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By: Frank Urso, M.D.

A recent Internet poll
showed Italian Americans wish to
be portrayed as people with
successful careers and raising close
knit families. The article appeared
in ADWEEK, Nov. 13, 2006, a
national advertising magazine.

Italian Americans objected
to being portrayed as tough guys in
pinstriped suits and could not
stomach overweight housewives
and grandmothers. A Pizza Hut
commercial, I never saw, was
pulled because of the protest. A TV
commercial with an Italian
American family running an
upscale restaurant and a Sensodyne
toothpaste commercial with an
Italian American dentist were
perceived ideal.

I agree stereotyping is a bad
thing, for it is. Stereotyping does
not allow for individualism—
lumps Italians into one big pizza
pie. What Sicilian wants to be
thought of as Mafioso? Most
Italians are hardworking and honest
so what is really pulling Italian
American chains? Is there a chance
Italian Americans are still trying to
be like Anglos? Was the
Americanization process that
wiped our ancestral language off
our lips still pulling our strings?

Americanization started
when many Italian immigrants
didn’t teach their children to speak
Italian, wanting their children to fit
in and not be stereotyped “wops.”
And then came Mussolini, and that
gave Italian Americans more reason
to distance ourselves.

My generation in Ybor City
spoke Italian as a first language; we
were proud to be Americans, but

Ybor City was a unique place
where very little English was
spoken. When Christoforo
Colombo became Columbus,
Italian Americans went along with
the name change.
By Americanization I mean the
obliteration of traditions and beliefs
that define us Italian. As a boy, it
was that chip on my shoulder and
the voice inside screaming to me I
was better than any Americano.

Oh, I understand identity
theft is inevitable in immigration,
but what was lost is lost, and we
can not recast ourselves. During
Americanization, like Romans, we
fell on our swords and never felt
the pain. For many Italian
Americans all that’s remaining are
vowel-ending names.

Americanization never
praised us for who we were or
where we came from—only who
and what we might become in
America. Many of us got educated,
and some became professionals,
some wealthy, some celebrities,
but we paid a price for changing
out countries. So where does
stereotyping come in? Well, it’s a
remnant of a past where some
Italians engaged in illegal
activities, but alongside Al
Capone and Luky Luciano  were
Myer Lansky and Charlie Wall.
Maybe it’s just that Italians do
everything better.

Let’s not forget the
Italianness of the Renaissance or
forget all the Medicis weren’t
magnificent. We never enslaved
African natives or burned
witches like pious Puritans did.
We left our bad habits at the
Roman Coliseum.

I grew up with those who
got off the boat, and the best
pizza (scacciata) and spaghetti
sauce were made by my mother
and grandmother, neither of who
were lightweight. The skinny

Stereotyping
May Not Be All Bad

FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

Minnie obsession is an American
phenomenon today condemned by
the fashion houses of Madrid and
Milano.

I’d like to think Italian
Americans are longing for their
roots, hoping it’s not the hype of a
recent World Cup win or the ’06
Torino Olympics or just a passing
Italian fad that names subdivisions
Tuscan villas. I’ve lived long
enough to know how the melting
pot works its black magic, so
maybe a little stereotyping isn’t so
bad if only not to let us drift into
American nothingness.

Frank Urso, M.D. is an
Italian American who grew up in
Ybor City and authored A Stranger
in the Barrio: Memoir of a Tampa
Sicilian. Published by iUniverse
’05. It can be purchased at Tampa
bookstores, Ybor City Museum,
www.Amazon.com and
www.barnesandnoble.com and
www.frankurso.com.
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P ar t-time Ins tr uct or of It alian f or
Summer T eac hing at USF Summer ‘0 7

It alian Pr ov erbs
Chi è causa del suo male piange se stesso.
English translation:  He who has created his own evil cries o ver the same.
Idiomatic meaning:  He who has made his bed must lie in it.

Chi fa da sé, fa per tre.
English translation:  He who works b y himself does the work of three (people).
Idiomatic meaning:  Do it y ourself if y ou w ant it done right.

Chi fa falla, e chi non fa sfarfalla.
English translation:  Those who act mak e mistak es; and those who do nothing really
blunder .

Chi ha avuto ha avuto e chi ha dato ha dato.
English translation:  What ’s done is done.

Chi non fa, non falla.
English translation:  Those who do nothing, mak e no mistak es.

Chi non ha moglie non ha padrone.
English translation:  A man without a wife is a man without a master .

Chi non risica, non rosica.
English translation:  Nothing v entured nothing gained

USF Study Abroad
Explore a World of Opportunities

Florence, Italy
May 22 - June 30, 2007
July 3 - August 11, 2007

For further information, contat:

Mr. James D. Pulos, Co-Director
Study Abroad Office, International Af fairs
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue, CPR 107
(LOC:CPR 468)
Tampa, FL 33620-5550
Phone: (813) 974-4043
Fax: (813) 974-4613
e-mail: jpulos@iac.usf.edu

The Italian Program at the University of South Florida
is looking for a part-time instructor with a Master’s
degree or equivalent in Italian, Education, or Applied
Linguistics to teach our summer offerings. Here is the
schedule of teaching: Italian I Summer A (May 14-
June 22) and Italian II Summer B (July 2- August 10)
from Monday to Thursday 11:00-1:15.
Native or near-native fluency in Italian required.
Training in current approaches to language pedagogy,
and previous experience in college-level Italian-
language instruction desired. The Italian Program
offers major and minor in Italian.
Please send curriculum vitae, statement of language
teaching philosophy, and letter of interest to my
attention at Patrizia.LaTrecchia@cas.usf.edu. Please,
once you receive an acknowledgment of receipt, no
inquiries regarding status of application. Thank you.
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Tr aina F amil y Pho to

St. Petersburg Times article submitted by Violet V.
Rodriguez, retired U.S. Customs Inspector and
former colleague of James Contento, member of
the Italian Club.  Ms. Rodriguez had the pleasure
of collaborating with Jim Contento (in her posi-
tion with U.S. Customs) when he was on the
Federal Task Force in the Port of Tampa during
the early 90’s.  Congratulations to “one of our
own” members on his Florida Officer of the Year
Award!

Tampa ser geant ear ns
st at e honor

Sgt. James
Contento of the Tampa
Police Department re-
ceived the Florida Officer
of the Year Award from
state Attorney General
Bill McCollum.  Over the
past three years Contento designed and led several
operations that contributed to a 42 percent reduc-
tion in felony thefts throughout the South Tampa,
West Tampa and West Shore area, he said.  The 4-
foot, 60 pound award depicts a life-sized bronze
eagle perhed on a rock.  “This is the highlight of
my career,” he said.  “Emotionally, I was almost in
tears.” Contento, who has served for 27 years on
the force, plans to retire later this year.

Photo submitted by Violet Rodriguez.

“Board of Dir ectors Honor Longtime Board
Member Joe Caltagirone”

On February 15, 2007, the Italian Club Board of
Directors honored longtime Board member, Joe
Caltagirone, at their General meeting.  Joe served on the
Board for the last 30 years and has been a member of the
Club his entire life.  He has also served as President of
the Cemetery Committee. Stephanie Cannella vanBelzen,
Vice-President of the Italian Club, spoke about Joe’s
undying dedication to the Club and to the
ongoing preservation of the Club building.  She then
presented Joe with a beautiful drawing of the Italian Club
by local artist, Arnold Martinez.  This rendering of
the Club was drawn with elements of coffee and
tobacco which makes the piece so unique.  Grazie and
Salute to
Joe and his
wonderful
spouse,
Dora, for all
their love
and
devotion to
L’Unione
Italiana. 

Cong r atulations!
Congratulations to our Assistant Manager
Alice Mueller and her husband Gunner on
the recent addition to their family, Aiden

Gregory Mueller born December 29, 2006.
He weighed 7 lbs. 10oz. and was 20

inches long.  Big brother Daniel is very
proud of his little brother.
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A day camp for children

“LET’S KEEP  THE CULTURE ALIVE”

Children learn about the Italian culture through……
music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking.

traditions, language, and storytelling.

June 11-15, 2007
9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Grades 2-6 are eligible to attend.
Students must have completed the above grade.
Fee: $75 per child…Fee and registration form

guarantee your child’s place.  First 50 will be accepted.
Registration Forms and Fees due after March 1, 2007

To
R. Perrone

4702 Dunnie Dr.
Tampa, Fl 33614

Make checks payable to:
The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.

Registration forms available at the Italian Club Office after March 1, 2007.
Online forms are also available at www.italian-club.org.

Call (813) 886-7595 for other information
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Registration Form
Sponsored by Italian Club Ladies Aux.

Mailing address: R. Perrone,  4702 Dunnie Dr. Tampa, Fl. 33614
Date____________
Name of Participant_________________________________________M________F________
Date of Birth_________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________
MALE Head of Household______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Business Phone_______________________Home  Phone or other_______________________
Relation to participant__________________________________________________________
FEMALE Head of Household____________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Business Phone_______________________Home Phone or other_______________________
Relation to participant__________________________________________________________
PERSON(S) TO CONTACT IF PARENT CANNOT BE REACHED
1.________________________________________Phone_____________________________
2.________________________________________Phone_____________________________
Hospital Preference____________________________________________________________
Physician’s Name & Phone number________________________________________________
Dentist’s Name & Phone number__________________________________________________
Is participant on any medications?_________________________________________________
Please List medications_________________________________________________________
Explanation of Health problems___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

***In case of accident or serious illness, the camp will contact the parent/guardian.  If the camp is unable to
contact the parent/guardian of participant(s) designated above, the camp will contact the physician or will make
the necessary arrangements for immediate transportation and treatment.  Payment of fees will be assumed by the
parent/guardian.
****I have reviewed and understand the conditions of this document and I understand that if I desire to have my
child released to persons other than those listed above, I must provide a list of those persons in writing, with
address and telephone numbers to the camp.  My signature also allows my child to be photographed while
attending the camp.“All Italian children behave in a manner that will make their mamas proud.

Date___________Signature of Parent/Guardian_________________________________


