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HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

SANT’YAGO
KNIGHT PARADE

BLEACHER SEA TS
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JANUARY 14TH!

THE PARADE IS ON
FEBRUARY 16TH, 2008.

DON’T FORGET!
HAPPY HOUR
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6PM - 9PM
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Arrivederci, Firenze;
Pensiamo a Sicilia

2008

By: Phillip Sipiora

My last column left off with
two weeks remaining in the USF
summer program in Florence. We
lost one student for personal reasons,
leaving us with 106 students and 7
faculty members, not counting our
Florentine Italian language
professors. There is anxiety in the air
as students try to stay ahead of their
academic work, take trips to areas
one must see while in Italy (Cinque
Terre, for example), and frantically
buy gifts for friends and relatives.

Professors are also caught up
in the maelstrom of activity as much
academic work comes in during the
last third of the semester. We, too,
have places to visit and, of course,
endless rounds of shopping. In the
back of everyone’s mind is a sense
of sadness, even dread as each
passing day brings everyone closer
to saying goodbye, not only to
Florence and Italy, but addio to
friendships that, although of short
duration, will sometimes last a
lifetime. We remind students that
their summer in Italy will be a life
changing experience. Indeed, they
often prove us right year after year.

Why do lifelong
relationships develop as the result of
but a few short weeks in a foreign
country? The answer is simple: a
combination of fear, anxiety, shared
experience, and growth. Students
come to live in a foreign country for
six weeks, immersed in a foreign
language, encountering “strangers,”
not only Italians but individuals from
many other European countries as
well as other continents. It is a
frightening experience for many
students to confront the unknown. It
is an act of courage for students to
break away from the comfort, safety,
and warmth of their homes, whether
they be campus apartments or the
family home. Our students are brave,
adventuresome, and daring. Most
students have never been out of the
United States. Some have never left
Florida. And a small number of
students have never flown in an
airplane or left their hometown.

In Florence, students have a
significant security blanket and it is

neither their parents nor their
teachers, but rather their fellow
students. A foreign culture and
dif ferent language are less
intimidating when one confronts
them within the security and
protection of numbers, even if a
“group” is only two persons. Over
the years I have witnessed how close

Building friendships



L’UNIONE IT ALIANA
1731 East Seventh Avenue

Tampa, Florida 33605
LUnione@Italian-Club.org

813-248-3316  ·   813-247-4387 fax

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Editor: Alice Rembado Mueller

Chairman: Vince Pardo
Photographer:  Joseph Caltagirone

Photographer: Maria Pasetti

OFFICERS
Sal Guagliardo, President

Stephanie vanBelzen, Vice-President
Felicia A. Kopelman, Secretary
Douglas J. Mortellaro, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Don Bodie, Dominique Bonavita, Rick

Califano, Grace Campisi, Felix Canella, Sr., Al
Garcia Jr., Jamie Granell, Patricia Heath, Grace

Ippolito, Linda Lastra, Rita Messina, George
Migliori, Vince Pardo

ADVISORY BOARD
 Joseph Capitano, Jr.

Special thanks to the following
supporters

DAVINCI ($500)
Steve & Chris Antinori         Bennie Lazzara, Jr.
George W. Connley          Palori Equities, Inc.
Eugene & Celesta Greco               John Puls, Jr.
Carol LaMonte                         Josephine Vitale
Bennie & Joyce Lazzara

          Michael & Diana Massimini

BENEFACTORS ($300)
American Auto Salvage, Inc.         Tom P. Martino
Dennis & Suzanne Antinori           PhilipV. Martino
Sebastian Castellano                  Joseph Nuccio
Ronald & Shannon Christaldi        Rene Rodriquez
Patrick & Cynthia Cimino      Sunny Florida Dairy
Sam & Lynn Colucci              Mike Trentalange
Delores Lastra         Laura Tarquini & Paul Bodvc
Marathon Ashland Petroleum   Ybor Enterprises

PATRONS ($200)
Jack Almand                John & Marcy Green
Jay Patrick Anthony                           A.J. Grimaldi
Scott & Dominique Bonavita              Hon. Jess Juliante
Frank V. Campisi                Robert M. Larrinaga
John A. Caporice             Benjamin C. LaMonte
Centro Ybor & Associates       Outdoor America Images
Sandy Chillura   William & Cynthia Palmisano
Denis Colledani                   Vince & Jan Pardo
 John & Jana Curatelli            Richard & Velia Parrino
Joe & Judy Dato         Violet Verroca Rodriquez
Carlos de la Torre                      Raymond Rocha
Toni Everett                      Relevant Church
Angeles Ferlita                      Silver Ring Cafe
Richard S. Giunta                    Alessandra Tiozzo

PAGE 2

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

President’s Message

I would like to start off by wishing everyone a Happy New Year!  The
last couple of months have been very busy for everyone.  Thank you to
everyone who came out and volunteered for Guavaween.  Each year we
depend on volunteers to come out and help raise money for the Club by
selling beer in front of the Club.

Picnic with the Past was a huge success once again.  Many families
came out that Sunday for mass and an Italian lunch.  Stephanie Canella van-
Belzen brought some frisbees, balls and a bocce ball set for people to enjoy.
I would like to thank the Club members and volunteers for helping out with
the clean up on Saturday.  Many of those buried at the cemetery don’t have
family members in the area anymore to clean up the grave sites, so it is
important that those of us still around take care of the areas that need
attention.

On November 8th, the Italian Club hosted a Toast and Roast of the
Honorable Dick Greco with the proceeds benefiting the Italian Club Building
and Cultural Trust Fund.  I would like to thank the committee, Rob Turner,
Warren Weathers, Andy Scaglione, Joseph Capitano, Sr. and Al Noto for
putting this event together.  They raised almost $38,000.00.  This money will
be used to match the money we were recently awarded from the State of
Florida Historic Preservation Grant.  I would like to also thank all of our
table sponsors and donors for that evening which are listed on page 8.

I would like to extend condolences to one of our Board Members,
Rick Califano, on the recent loss of his mother.  Several families have lost
loved ones this year and several active members of the Club have had major
health problems.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers so they may
have strength in the New Year.

I would like to thank Linda Lastra and Rita Messina for serving on
our Board of Directors.  Nicole Capitano Nassif and Vincent Sinardi will be
taking their places.  Linda and Rita will be missed very much.

Volunteers are always needed in the office to help out with mass
mailings and phone calls.  If you are interested in helping out, please call
Alice at (813) 248-3316.

Keep a look out for your membership dues invoice.  They should be
arriving very soon.  Please contact the office with any address changes.  I
look forward to seeing everyone at the Club and meeting new members at
each function.  Please do not hesitate to approach me with questions,
concerns, or ideas you might have.  We are always striving to make our
events bigger and better.

Felice Anno Nuovo!

Sal Guagliardo
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Continued from front page.

Continued on page 11.

students become when they find
themselves in an alien environment.
It is common for roommates to
become friends for life, having
successfully responded to the
challenges and frustrations of
international living. There is little
doubt that the study abroad
experience is usually a significant and
lasting rite of passage.  This change
is particularly common if students see
themselves as travelers rather than
tourists.

For most students the primary
goal is to overcome daily obstacles,
whether it be an exam in a class,
navigating a market, or managing a
social occasion. Each day is a new
adventure, whether it involves tasting
wine for the first time, dating a native
Italian or, in rare cases, falling in love
with an Italian youth. A successful
commercial or social transaction in a
small neighborhood store can
represent a huge personal
achievement. Speaking to native
Florentines in their language is a
heady, confidence-building
experience, even if the students’
diction and syntax are not quite the
tongue of the legendary Medici
family. We strive to emphasize the
importance of becoming part of a
community.

The first two weeks of the
Florentine experience involve some
frustration and anxiety in adjusting to
new social and cultural milieus. The
last two weeks also involve
uneasiness and worry. This nagging,
uncomfortable feeling is because the
adventure is coming to an end and
everyone is keenly aware of time’s
winged chariot, the calendar and the
clock. The pent-up emotions
emanating from so many new

experiences find their release at the
farewell dinner, an occasion most
students consider the most intense
social occasion of the trip. Classes
have ended, most students have
been successful in their courses, and
now it is time to say goodbye to
friends, teachers, and Firenze.

We return, fittingly, to the
scene of the welcoming dinner—de’
Castellani Ristorante. In an earlier
column I referred to the ambiance
of the welcoming dinner as
resembling a prom atmosphere.
Tonight, June 29, is a muddled
matrix of moods—part funereal,
part venerating, part celebratory.
There is a foreboding, nervous
tension in the air, heightened
jocularity, intense personal
exchanges. Everyone realizes that
tonight is our last night together,
forever. Never again will this group
share each other, this memorable
mélange of students, teachers, and
staff. It is difficult to resist the
emotional sweep of the evening,
suffocating in a way, yet also
exhilarating because time has
become telescoped. This evening of
sadness and exhilaration becomes
a metaphor for the entire Italian
adventure.

Phillip Sipiora and
Marina Valenti,

Santa Reparata Coordinator

The food and drink are
sumptuous and we expected no less.

The Antipasto includes Panzanella,
Insalatina di pollo, Strudel di
formaggio, Bruschetta al pomodoro,
and Porsciutto e melone. The Primo
includes Penne con pomodoro fresco
menta e marzolino and Farfalle speck
e scamorza. The Secondo includes
Tacchino arrosto. The Contorno
includes Patate arrosto e insalata
mista. The Dolce include Mille foglie.
The Bevande include acqua, vino, and
caffé. We eat and drink for over four
hours, a lengthy dinner by American
standards but a buoyant, fleeting feast
by Florentine norms.

A festive table

As the evening winds down,
moist eyes are everywhere. It is
approaching midnight and no one has
left the room. Sobbing hugs and
tearful goodbyes are ubiquitous. We
are all keenly aware of the raw, intense
emotion that fills the room. Even
seasoned professors are not immune
from the passionate fervor of this
night. After dinner, I am approached,
unexpectedly, by three students in my
film class. They present me with a
stunning Italian film calendar, signed
by all 35 students in my class, many
signatures with attached notes of
endearment. My eyes are not dry as I
accept the gift. I will hang it over my
desk forever.
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Welcome New Members!

We would like to welcome our new members and thank their sponsors:

 September, October, November and December New Members:

Thomas & Michele Keating Family Spr: Tom Favata
Emmett & Josephine Clary Senior(2 members) Spr: Angela Genco
Andrew Scaglione III Senior Spr: Andy Joe Scaglione
Samuel Chiodo General Spr: Vince Pardo
Gloria Parrino Senior Spr: George Migliore
Ralph & Karen Guito Family Spr: Steve Mastro
Ricco M. Palermo General Spr: Rita Messina
Arturo O. Fuente, Sr. Senior Spr: Vienna Santisteban
Anthony J. Antinori General Spr: Pat & Tino Antinori
Vito J. Cooling General Spr: Cathy Guagliardo
James P. Pennock & Helize Vivier Family Spr: Rita Messina
Lynda Marie Guagliardo General Spr: Sal Guagliardo
Ralph Lazzara III Senior Spr: Joe Capitano, Sr.
Robert & Candice Fernandez Family Spr: Liana Fox
Gregory Fagioli General Spr: James Constantino
Tricia Giordano Student Spr: Rita Messina
Richard Munsey General Spr: Rita Messina
James Persons & Katie Zack Family Spr: Cheryl Nelson
Anthony Pape Student Spr: Rita Messina
David Robey & Gena Spoto Patrons Spr: Rita Messina
Gina Ippolito Patrons Spr: Frank Ippolito, Sr.
Richard Greco General Spr: Felicia Kopelman
Jill Reagan General Spr: Cheryl Nelson
Frank G. Zaccaro General Spr: Jesse Phillips
Ralph Lazzara III Senior Spr: Joseph Capitano, Sr.
Robert & Candice Fernandez Family Spr: Liana Fox
Gregory D. Fagioli General Spr: James Constantino
Tricia Giordano Student Spr: Rita Messina
Richard Munsey General Spr: Rita Messina
Rosalie Gossett Family Spr: Cathy Guagliardo
Christine Gargaro-McCurdy General Spr: Rita Messina
Angela Leatherman General Spr: Rita Messina
Josh Michael Pinney & Lisa Tamargo Family Spr: Pia Lamoureux
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Let us know!
Would you be interested

in a few extensions
of Campo
Italiano?

Fee:  $5 a class

Campo Italiano Extensions Schedule:

   Jan. 5th

   Bocce Ball:  location to be determined @10:00 A.M. Refreshments

   Feb. 16th:
   Pizza Making Demonstration: Demonstration by Chef Walino of Waylon’s Catering at the
   Italian Club @10:00

   If you are interested, please respond to R. Perrone 886-7595 or email response to
   San.Biagio@Yahoo.com

March 2008:
Registrations for Campo Italiano 2008 will be accepted.

Cozze al Posillipo
Mussels Posillipo

Ingredients:
2 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil
2 dozen mussels washed thoroughly
1 cup dry white wine
2 cups marinara sauce
1 cup of fish stock

Directions:
In a large pot heat the olive oil over medium high heat.
Add the mussels. Pour in white wine, add the marinara sauce, and fish stock.
Cook covered until mussels open.
Transfer mussels to serving plates, pour sauce over and serve. Serves 2.
That’s it!

From Adrianna’s in Santo Stefano Quisquina, Sicily
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Per I bambini………….Per I bambini………….Per I bambini………….Per I bambini………….Per I bambini………….

Buon NataleBuon NataleBuon NataleBuon NataleBuon Natale
2007Dicembre2007Dicembre2007Dicembre2007Dicembre2007Dicembre

Ciao Bambini,Ciao Bambini,Ciao Bambini,Ciao Bambini,Ciao Bambini,
      C’e un gioco per te.  Spero che‘ ti piace!      C’e un gioco per te.  Spero che‘ ti piace!      C’e un gioco per te.  Spero che‘ ti piace!      C’e un gioco per te.  Spero che‘ ti piace!      C’e un gioco per te.  Spero che‘ ti piace!

Christmas Vocabulary  
HIDDEN WORDS

MATCH THE ENGLISH WORDS WITH THE IT ALIAN ONES.

Christmas, gifts, peace, manger, lights, tree, candles, Jesus, Christmas Witch, and Spirit.

Natale-C___________________     Regali-g___________________     Peace-p___________________
        Albero-t___________________      Gesis –J___________________     Precipio-m_________________
       Carmele –c_________________      Candele -__________________     Luce -_____________________
                                                  La Befana – C______________W_____________

SPIRITO
CANDELE
LABEFANA

LUCE
PRECEPIO

NATALE
REGALI
GESUS

ALBERO
PACE
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Le Feste sono molte importante in Italia!Le Feste sono molte importante in Italia!Le Feste sono molte importante in Italia!Le Feste sono molte importante in Italia!Le Feste sono molte importante in Italia!

Buon Natale,
Rosalie Castellana Perrone

Santa Lucia Festival of Lights  is
celebrated on Dec. 13th in Italy .  Santa
Lucia  is celebrated as bringing light at
the darkest time of the year.  Cuccia is
served during the celebrations that
honor her.  It is said that one will not
have eye problems if you eat “cuccia”

LA BEFANA IS THE ITALIAN VERSION
OF SANTA CLAUS.  THEY SAY SHE FLIES
AROUND THE SKIES OF ITALY IN
SEARCH OF ALL THE GOOD CHILDREN
IN ORDER TO GIVE THEM CANDY.

COLUMBUS DAY
TALK

By Joe Chillura
Courthouse Square Park

October 8, 2007

First, I’d like to welcome
everyone to Courthouse Square.
This is the first year we
commemorate the adventures of an
Italian explorer at this place.  It was
named after an Italian who came
many generations after him (well,
quite a few anyway).  I hope this
will be the first of many Columbus
Day celebrations held here at
downtown Tampa’s newest park.

Today, we pay tribute to an
individual we know little about
personally but whose grand
discovery over five hundred years
ago put us amidst a bustling and
prosperous nation – the United
States of America.

Here we are…saluting a
man about whom we have few
personal details.  However, we do
know he made a convincing
argument to receive funding from
Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella to sail three ships with 90
or so crewmen into the uncertainty
of a daytime horizon and the
darkness of night.  He was in
search of something only the

imagination of Christopher
Columbus could conceive of – that
the world was indeed round.

The time was right in the
evolution of our planet and man’s
unyielding curiosity.   Columbus’
adventurous spirit, the one that
materialized his dream of a new
world in a place unknown, ignites
in humankind today an even greater
appetite for the yet undiscovered.

There was much of the earth
still to be found in the days of
Columbus and venture capitalism of
the sort advanced by the King and
Queen of Spain had not even begun

Continued on page 12.
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A large thank-you to all of our Table Sponsors
for the Dick Greco Toast And Roast

Candy and Eddie DeBartolo and Family
Jem Investments

 A special thanks to those who could not attend but made donations:
Martino Mortgages

Thomas Alday
Resource Realty Group

Honorable Dick Greco

TOAST AND ROAST IN HONOR OF DICK GRECO
November 8, 2007

WOW!! What a great event!

A HUGE THANK YOU to Dick Greco for allowing us to roast him at the Italian
Club as a benefit for the Building and Cultural Trust Fund.

The success of the event was largely due to Event Chairman Rob Turner and his
planning committee which included, Warren J. Weathers, Andy Joe Scaglione, Al
Noto, Cheryl Nelson, Joseph Capitano, Sr., Donna Marino Turner, Carrie
Diecidue, and Alice Rembado Mueller.

Monsignor Higgins not only opened with a prayer, but followed it with a
fantastic roast to get things started.  Master of Ceremonies Jack Harris kept the
good times rolling.  Jack Espinosa, Sr. was never any better along with Rick Nafe
and Dan Ruth.

Many thanks for the generosity of our Sponsors who helped the Club raise $37,000.00 for the Building and
Cultural Trust Fund.  This will help us preserve our historic Italian Club building in Ybor City.

Everyone enjoyed an evening of great fun and good food at this very successful event.

I can’t thank everyone enough!!

Lindell Properties
Muniz/Brown

The Radiant Group
Andy Joe Scaglione

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
The FGS Group

Tampa Bay Lightening
TECO

BB&T
Colonial Bank

Andrew Graham
Gray Robinson Attorneys At Law

Hardin Construction
Dr. Greg Henderson
Kearney Companies

Kimmins Construction
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING  SPONSORS

Southern Wine and Spirits
The Al Noto Family
717 Parking Service

Vigo Imports
Peroni Beer

Wayl of a Time Catering
Ray Anthony Printers
Dr. Dennis Pupello

David Alexander Fine Jewelry
Ultra Pure Bottled Water, Inc.
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Dick Greco Toast and Roast Continued
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Continued from page 3.

 A grateful professor accepts his gift

Well after midnight everyone
heads back, slowly and sadly, to his
or her apartment to begin packing for
the flight home to America. The

mood of the evening lingers on in
bedrooms and kitchens across
Florence. I imagine much late night
talk. Many lives will never be the
same.

I, too, head home to prepare
my departure, holding dear the
memories I have forged of my
unforgettable students and
colleagues. I will carry these
memories for the rest of my life.

As I pack my bags, my mind
races ahead to next summer and our
planned trip to Sicilia, that
magnificent, giant Mediterranean
island rich in so much history and
strategic importance to the Western

world. The seminal cells of
democracy and individual rights
were sown by Sicilian Sophists 2,500
years ago. In May of 2008 we will
visit many of Sicily’s renowned sites,
including Palermo, Isola di Vulcano,
Catania, Siracusa, Taormino,
Giardini Naxos, Agrigento, Santo
Stefano Quisquina, and Alessandria
della Rocca. We arrive in Palermo on
Tuesday, May 13 and depart for
Florence on Monday, May 19.

Do you know someone who
would like to be part of USF Italy
2008?

Next column: Cinema Italiano: then
and now.

The Italian Club would
like to extend their

condolances to the family
of Victor DiMaio who

passsed away December
29th, 2007.   He is sur-
vived by his wife Mercy

and his two sons.

Become a friend of “L’Unione Italiana” Newsletter!

YES, I would like to be listed in each issue of our newsletter as a “Friend of L’Unione Italiana”
for $30 for one year (6 issues per year).

Please list my name as:______________________________________________________________________

     Name_______________________________________________________________________

    Address______________________________________________________________________

    City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________

    Phone_________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: The Italian Club, Inc. Mail peyment to P.O. BOx 5054, Tampa, FL 33675
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to show its presence in the world of
business and research of that time.
     So I submit the thought that
Columbus’ first big discovery was
not America at all but that grand
visions presented passionately attract
interest, money and support.  He
showed evidence to the world that
entrepreneurs with feasible, yet
outlandish ideas that can improve
lives and open new horizons in every
area of human endeavor can be
received with enthusiasm; even when
the payoff is a long shot or the
outcome unimaginable.
          We probably ought to honor
Columbus as much for his nerve to
go before a then cash-strapped
dynasty seeking funds for a magical
mystery voyage as for his ultimate
landing in the Americas and
discovering what we call home today.
     Imagine the looks on bankers’
faces when a young Walt Disney sat
before them seeking loans for a park
about a mouse called “Mickey”, a
duck named “Donald” and a dog that
answered to “Goofy.”
     Look at those guys today…all
hatched from one man’s dream that
crystallized against all odds from a
distant and intuitive idea.  Disney’s
experience was not unlike that of a
man seeking to sail into nowhere
because both of these ambitious
pioneers were determined and
unrelenting.
     Since 1920, Columbus Day has
been observed annually and in 1937
President Franklin Roosevelt
proclaimed its observance each
October 12.  In 1971, Congress
enacted a law making the second
Monday in October a Federal holiday
to remember Columbus and his
historic accomplishments.

     Honoring Columbus isn’t just for
the second Monday in October but
for every day we all aspire to reach
beyond our grasp to achieve goals
that may at the time seem too
great…for none really are.
     Columbus embodied the very
spirit of the land he was to discover
and therefore his findings were no
odd coincidence.  It was as much
poetic justice as serendipity that
Christopher Columbus would
stumble upon a land that would
handsomely reward those people
coming after him.
     This Italian was the man who set
an example for our forefathers who
boarded all kinds of seaworthy
vessels from Europe across a vast
ocean for a life of which there was
little certainty…..except that it would
most likely be better than the one they
had left behind.
     Now, we jump to 2007 and see
how Columbus’ dream has evolved.
We have a great country, able to
endure and prosper despite the many
obstacles that from time to time
befall it…war, economic challenges,
business and government setbacks
and so much more.
     Let us, then, use this day to see
him as the founder of the spirit that

has brought us to where we are today
and dedicate ourselves to continuing
his legacy of adventure and risk
taking for the better good.  Let us also
give thanks to the thousands of
discoverers who followed, stepped
into the night and purposefully led
us to all of the things we take so much
for granted today such
as…automobiles, air conditioning,
medical advances, computer
technology, the Internet and, of
course, cell-phones.
     We should think of Columbus
every day and fashion our lives to
have the courage to seek that which
begins only with an idea.  We need
not in this time seek new lands but
rather new eyes and new attitudes
with which to fulfill our goals.
     It’s only when we reach deeply
into ourselves to discover and extract
the best that we have to ensure
success for this generation and all
that follow.  By engineering the
courage to bring out our personal best
in everything we do, we finally see
that the daring nature of Christopher
Columbus lives on in America; an
America that God has long shed his
grace on.

HAPPY COLUMBUS DAY!!!

Continued from page 7.
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Italian American Women of Excellence
2007

Sylvia Guagliardo Reina
Business

Sylvia Guagliardo Reina learned from her father the value of a strong
work ethic.   He ran a successful dairy business, while she now runs a
successful travel business, Getaway Travel of Tampa.   Sylvia completed
her travel courses and  became certified as a Travel Counselor in 1988.

Continued on page 14.

Patricia Lala Pupello is a licensed mental health counselor
who lives and practices in Tampa, Florida.  Patricia is currently employed by the State
Attorney’s Office Victim Assistance program as their in-house therapist, assisting victims of
crime with the devastating aftermath of victimization and trauma.  She is also certified in
clinical hypnosis and rapid trauma resolution.

Diane currently leads the Division of Enterprise Change
Management within the Technology and Innovation department for

the City of Tampa. The Division goal is to be a recognized leader in Enterprise Change
Management by means of  Continuous Improvement and through the establishment of a
framework of support, guidance, education and methods.   Diane is most recognized for
interpersonal and communication skill development, providing networking opportunities and
encouraging  others to reach for the stars, one stretch at a time.
Diane

Patricia Lala Pupello
Professional

Diane Felis Jamai
Government
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Her thesis paper was “The Ethnic Traveler.”  She became sole  owner of Getaway Travel of
Tampa and under her leadership the business grew from a small agency to a well-recognized
business.  Sylvia specializes in business travel, cruises, and ethnic travel.  Getaway Travel is a
full service agency that has sponsored the Sister Cities trip to Oviedo, Spain.

Mamie Ferlita Suszynski
Civic

Mamie, a proud member of the Italian Club, began her career with her
own singing radio program on the WFLA Radio Station.  She partici-
pated in open-air broadcasts from Drew Field with approximately 10,000
soldiers during WWII.  After retiring she was invited to attend a Senior’s
luncheon and has since remained involved in the senior community.  She
is the organizer of monthly meetings for up to 200 seniors.  Mamie enjoys her time spent with
these elders and strives to keep them entertained and happy.

Marie Valenti
Education

Marie Valenti is the very proud principal of Chiaramonte
Elementary School.  Under her leadership, Chiaramonte has

maintained a state grade of “A” and achieved Adequate Yearly Progress.  Chiaramonte is a
Five Star School because they integrate the involvement of community-business partners,
volunteers,  student community service, and the School Advisory Council.  Marie received a
certificate of recognition for increasing her school’s rating by two letter grades from 2004-2005
to 2005-2006.  This award was presented by the Commissioner of Education.

The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary is proud to honor these outstanding women as role models
for our Italian American Community.  We would like to thank Waylon, Cheryl, and Alice for
their attention to detail and in helping create a flawless event.  We would like to thank Mamie
for the stage decorations and for sharing her original songs from her radio station days.   We
would also like to thank all who attended and shared in the day’s events.

Continued from page 13.

Continued on page 15.
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A special thanks goes to our vocalist Rossana Spallino.  Rossana is a native of
Sicily, born in Bivona, a province of Agrigento.  Rossana moved to the United
Stated in 1999 after marrying Jim Callan.  Rossana has sung in Ybor City at
the Tampa Sister Cities Committee annual dinner and at Festa Italiano.  She

Continued from page 14.

has performed at the Tampa Convention Center for the Krewe of  Sant’Yagos Debutante Ball.
Rossana has enjoyed sharing her vocal talents with countless audiences who have embraced
her voice and Italian Lyrics.

March 15, 2008 - La Moda di Primavera Spring Fashion Show
Italian Club Ballroom

June 2008 - Campo Italiano
Italian Club Cantina

October 18, 2008 - Italian American Women of Excellence
Luncheon and Awards Presentation

Italian Club Ballroom

December 2008 - Santa Lucia
Italian Club Ballroom
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Social Security: Take the
Check Now or Later?
Douglas J. Mortellaro,

Certified Public Accountant

When you become eligible
for early Social Security benefits at
age 62 you must decide among
taking a monthly Social Security
benefit check of, for example,
$1,450 at age 62, $1,913 at age 65
and 4 months, or $2,538 at age 70.
Let’s look at the factors involved in
this decision.
  First, consider these Social
Security retirement benefit basics.
Qualifying individuals become
eligible for early reduced benefits at
age 62. The age to collect full
retirement benefits is currently 65 and
8 months (Full Retirement Age or
“FRA”) and it is on a schedule to
increase to age 67 for those born after
1960. If you wait to begin your
monthly checks until age 70, you may
derive the maximum benefit.
  Also, if you have reached your
FRA you may have unlimited earned
income without triggering a reduction
in Social Security benefits. If you will
be under your FRA throughout 2007,
your benefit will be reduced by $1 for
every $2 of earned income over
$12,960. If you will attain your FRA
in 2007, your benefit will be reduced
by $1 for every $3 of earned income
over $34,440 earned before the first
day of the month in which you attain
your FRA.
  Those eligible for Social
Security retirement benefits may want
to strongly consider taking the money
now, rather than waiting. Although
some people in the highest income-
tax bracket or with a family history
of longevity may find reasons to wait
for the larger payment, for most
retirees the decision is a simple

question of
m o r t a l i t y
statistics. On
a v e r a g e ,
Americans live
into their early
or mid-80s.
Calcu la t ions
show that a 65-

approximately $1,587, which is 75%
of what you would get by waiting
until your FRA to begin taking
payments. Assume your benefits are
due to begin in January and you
continue to work part-time and earn
$30,000 throughout the year. Your
annual benefit will be reduced by
$8,520 ($30,000 - $12,960 ÷ 2). So,
your monthly benefit will be
suspended from January through
May ($1,587 * 5 months = $7,935)
and your June monthly benefit will
be reduced by $585 ($8,520 - $7,935)
to approximately $1002.
  Still, if you wait until your
FRA to begin taking benefits, you
sacrifice $63,480 over the three year
and four month wait, and it will take
until your late 70s before you reach
the breakeven point.
  Additionally, if you intend to
keep working and want to take
reduced benefits at age 62, you must
consider how your benefits will be
taxed. It is possible that as much as
85% of your Social Security benefit
payments could be taxed. Thus, if
you are ready to begin taking benefits
now, at age 62, and you are still
working, you will have to deal with
(1) a reduced benefit for taking Social
Security prior to reaching your FRA
of 65 and 4 months, (2) a reduction
of benefits for earned income over
$12,960 and (3) a potential taxation
of benefits received. The suitable
decision may be to delay Social
Security until your full retirement age
or until actually and completely
retired. And as mentioned before, it
may make sense for those with family
histories of longevity to delay
benefits and receive a larger check
in the future.

While your situation needs to
be looked at individually, in some
cases it may be best to take the money

year-old who waits five years to
begin taking maximum Social
Security payments won’t recoup the
forgone money until he or she
approaches age 85.
  Here’s how the math works.
Assume you attain age 65 in 2007
and that you are eligible for the
maximum monthly Social Security
check. You are now eligible to
receive monthly payments of
$2,116, or $25,392 per year. If you
defer taking payments until you
attain age 70, you would earn a
retirement benefit credit that
amounts to an increase of 7% a year.
So by deferring payment, your
monthly income jumps to about
$2,967, or slightly more than
$35,604 a year.
  But deferring payments
means you would forgo $126,960
you would have received before age
70, during the wait. And while
monthly income does increase by
$851 at age 70, it would take you
nearly 12 years to collect the delayed
money. But, around age 82 and four
months, you come out ahead in total
benefits received.
  The calculations get a bit
more complicated when you elect to
take reduced benefits at age 62,
especially if you are still working;
because, Social Security will reduce
your benefit if your earned income
exceeds $12,960 (for 2007).
  For example, if you are a 62-
year-old top earner retiring this year,
you will receive monthly income of Continued on page 17.
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F amil y Sear ch
Cettina LoPresti in Santo Stefano Quisquina, Sicily is searching for one
of her relatives, Angelina Cacciatore, in Tampa.  If you have informa-
tion about Angelina Cacciatore, please contact the Italian Club office at
(813) 248-3316.

now and enjoy it while your health
is hopefully still good and the money
can still be enjoyed.

This is especially true if you
have attained your full retirement age
as you may enjoy unlimited earned
income without triggering a
reduction of your Social Security
benefit. And, if you just don’t need
the income, you may want to take
your benefit payments and invest
them instead of letting the
government hold it. Your investment
returns may stretch your breakeven
point to an even later station in life.

Should you have any
questions about any of these issues,
or assistance in deciding when to
begin taking your Social Security
benefits, please contact your local
Social Security Administration office
or a Financial Advisor.
  
Douglas J. Mortellaro, P.A.
813-909-4211 (phone)
Certified Public Accountant
813-909-4112 (fax)
18125 U.S. Hwy 41 N., Suite 201
dj.mortellaro@verizon.net (e-mail)
Lutz, Florida 33549

Continued from page 16.

Dear Members,  Eventhough the holiday Season has
passed...We wanted to remind you  that the Italian Club
has a Gift Shop with many unique items. We carry gifts
that are related to our culture...both for children & adults.
We have handsome custom made polos for men as well as

Gif t Shop

Fr ank V . Giunt a Museum
Dear Italian Club Members,

This message is an update on the Frank V. Giunta
Museum. Most of you know that this dear space is now

for ladies. We have glass-ware from Italy. Scoupa playing cards from
Sicily. Fruit jams and other specialty products from Sicilia as well. Key
chains from Venice. Pinocchio pencils from Florence. Tthese are items
you cannot find at the mall. Stop by to see us. Please contact Alice @
Club office & she will find Gilda or Barb..to come meet you...or she

will open up gift-shop herself to accommodate you.

Thanks, Barbara Pool & Gilda Capitano.

combined with the Italian –American Gift Shop.  It has been a bit helter-skelter as of late, but,
now it is in a grand precision of order.  Thanks to Club member, Barbara Denti Pool. She not
only worked on the museum but, also on the gift-shop inventory displays.  This talented &
generous gal worked in that space for four long days.  She even
utilized every inch of space up the walls to give further display.  Old
domino tables are now placed in the center of the room, which
enhances walking area to get around more efficiently.  There is much
clarity now to appreciate our history.  Please take the time to stop by
to view this tiny room, which should make all of us proud with the
past history it, enclaves.

While you are there visiting, please note the new placement of the inventory.  Our gifts for
you to purchase are truly lovely! Most are from Italy, and again, can now be viewed with more
directness.   Barb, we appreciate as well, all you did, to dress the front lobby for Christmas.
Thanks Barbara for being such a dedicated member.
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Thank you to those who have responded to our
article about who these men are.

1.  Paulo Longo or his bother Anthony Longo
2.  Bennie LaBarbera or Luigi LaBarbera
3.  Stefano Spoto
4.  Sam Zummo
5.  Angelo Martino
6.  Nelson Valenti
7.  Stanley Fonte
8.  Sam Scolaro
9.  Paul R. Guarino
10.  Frank Settecasi
11.  Frank Puleo
12.  Dr. Joseph Ferrante

1

2

3

4

5

6

7891011

12

Seeking It alian Ins tr uct or s
The Club is seeking a volunteer to teach Italian language lessons once a week. Currently, there is a group that
meets in Carrollwood lead by L. Christa Fowler, however, we’d like to also offer lessons in the building now
that there is ample parking available. Please refer anyone you know that may be interested to Dominique
Bonavita, bonavitamarketing@yahoo.com or cell 813-951-8360. If you are interested in participating in the
classes, stay tuned..we’re working hard to get the classes going.

The University of South Florida invites applications for an adjunct instructor of beginner’s level Italian (two
courses of Beginning Italian I at 9am and 10am from Monday to Thursday) for the Spring semester 2008.
Experience teaching Italian at college level is required as well as enthusiasm and commitment to teaching in a
collaborative climate and in an innovative undergraduate curriculum. Language instruction at the University of
South Florida emphasizes student-centered learning and a communicative approach to language teaching.
Candidates should hold a Master’s degree or equivalent and be US citizens or hold a green card or work permit,
as visas are not sponsored for part-time positions.
Qualified candidates should submit a letter of application, curriculum vitae, and the names and contact
information for three current referees to:
Dr. Patrizia La Trecchia
Department of World Languages
College of Arts and Sciences
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue, CPR 107
Tampa, FL 33620 - USA
Office: (001) 813-974-2783
Fax: (001) 813-974-1718
Email: Patrizia.LaTrecchia@cas.usf.edu

The University of South Florida is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer, committed to excellence through diversity,
and strongly encourages applications from persons of color, women, and members of other under-represented groups.
For more information about the University of South Florida and the College of Arts and Sciences, please visit the University of South
Florida website www.usf.edu
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Drs. Barker, Lynch, & Hebblewhite D.O.’S
13124 North Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33612

(813)932-5389

«««««««««« Weight Management ««««««««««

What our diet program has to offer
that others may not:

« The  most established diet clinic in Tampa
« Consultation with physician each visit
« Evaluation of dietary status
« Appropriate counseling on proper eating habits,
   exercise, behavior modification and
   medications
« Flexible appointments (including Saturday)
« Affordable Prices
« No Contracts

The Price of the Initial Visit and What it Includes

18-29 years old $75             30 years and older $130
*Consultation with physician     *Consultation with physician
*Laboratory testing  *Laboratory testing
 “executive-type” profile,             “executive-type” profile,
 including thyroid testing             including thyroid testing
*One week medication                *One week medication

 *EKG

The Price of Follow-up Visits and What They Include
*$45 a week
*Consultation with physician each visit
*One week medication

The amount of weight lossdepends upon the patient’s caloric intake and level of exercise.
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Application deadline
is March 1, 2008.

Please contact the Italian Club office at
(813) 248-3316 for more information and

a opy of the application.
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Cultural News ….Puccini at the Helm…
Dates to mark on your Calendar...coming your way

by Gilda F. Capitano, Cultural Chair.

The Tampa Bay Performing Art Center is offering Passion&Romance…..this opera season thru Opera
Tampa….and always under the baton of world-renowned conductor-composer Anton Coppola.  In celebration of
Giacomo Puccini’s 150 years….TBPAC is presenting Puccini twice, in their season’s repertoire.  In mid-
November, some of us enjoyed his indeed, passionate & romantic La Bohe’me.  Its world premiere did not take
place at La Scala in Milan, as to put off his trial by fire.

It premiered at Teatro Regio on Feb.1, 1896.  The theater’s new conductor, 28 year-old Arturo Toscanini, led the
performance. Within the following year, La Boheme was performed in every opera house in Italy.  La Bohme is
the most popular Italian lyric stage work after Verdi’s Aida.

Still to come this season:  Puccini’s Tosca. Dates are:  April 25, & April 27, 2008.  If you members of the Italian
Club are interested to get group tickets, please let Alice know at the Club office….ASAP. I then will try to help
with complying on the group price. Please, please, members, do not forget legendary opera star, Dame Kiri Te
Kanawa.  This is the beginning of her “Farwell Tour.”  You may also log on to:  operatampa.org
Ci videamo in el Theatro Morsani Hall at TBPAC, 2008.

Buoni Cossi  e  Buon Natale!   Gilda.

BREAKFAST with SANTA
Our first annual Breakfast with Santa was enjoyed by young
and old.  About 30 children shared their Christmas wishes
and had their photo taken with Santa.  Breakfast was catered
by Wayl of a Time and Christmas crafts were hosted by
Abrakadoodle
Remarkable Art
Education.  Photos
are available for
purchase on the
Italian Club
website in the
photo section.



PAGE 23

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

ITALIAN PROGRAM AT USF
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN ITALIAN

LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND CULTURE!
SPRING SEMESTER 2008

FOL 3100 Southern Italy & the Italian-American
Experience (3) Taught in English M 5:00-7:50pm

Dr. Patrizia La Trecchia

ITA 3420 Italian Composition (3) MW 2:00-3:15 pm
Dr. Patrizia La Trecchia

FOL 3100 Reading in Contemporary Italian Literature
& Culture (3) Taught in Italian W 5:00-7:50pm

Dr. Patrizia La Trecchia

ITA 2201 Italian IV (3) TR 3:30-4:45 pm &
ITA 1121 Beginning Italian II (4) TR 5:00-6:50pm

Joanne Lyon

ITA 1120 Beginning Italian I (4) MTWR 9:00-9:50 & 10:00-10:50
Jennifer Catena

ITA 1121 Beginning Italian II (4) MTWR 10:00-10:50, 11:00-11:50
& 1:00-1:50

Luana Biscoglia
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Eulogy for Don
V. Giunta

2/25/1914 - 11/1/2007

Written by Mary Helen & Joe
Chillura, Jr.

Today we celebrate the life
and times of Domenic Valenti
Giunta, who has made an indelible
mark on our family, as a man of
character, fortitude, and
commitment.  Don was a humble
man, 5’3”in height but a gentle
giant in stature.  His influence as an
educator spanned over 1/3 of a
century.  His children Sara and her
husband Dan, Vickie, Don and his
wife Peggy, and Tessie, all
followed his example and also
became great educators in the
community as well.

Don had a love for
education, but he had a passion for
farming.  The Giunta homestead
which is now the only “urban
farm” located in historic Ybor City,
was the livelihood of his immigrant
parents.  He learned from them the
skills of cultivating the soil.  The
vegetables he grew were served not
only at the family’s table, but made
their way to the farmer’s market
and the city’s Italian grocery stores
and were eventually served at the
dinner tables of many of us here
today.

In October of this year it
was 100 years that Don’s parents,
Salvatore and Victoria Giunta
immigrated to Tampa from Santo
Stephano Quisquina, Sicily.  Don
was born and grew up here in Ybor
City and resided his whole life in
the historic Ybor City home that

was built
on the
property
by his
family in
1924.
He
attended
local
elementary

schools and graduated from
Hillsborough High School in 1932.
He received his BA from the
University of Tampa in 1936 (the
only member of his family to attend
college) and in 1972 he earned his
Masters Degree from the
University of South Florida at the
same time that his son Don  earned
his BA in Math Education.

During his years as an
educator, Don taught science at
George Washington, West Tampa,
Phillip Shore, and Franklin Jr. High
Schools as well as Chamberlain
Adult School. He was respected
and revered by his students hosting
many student gatherings at his
homestead.  Even after so many
years, his former students still
remember him as one of their
favorite teachers.  He retired from
the Hillsborough County School
system in 1977 after 37 years of
dedicated service.

Many of you may not know
this, but Don had an interest in
Public Service.  He ran for mayor
of Tampa in 1949 against Curtis
Hixon.  He did not win the mayor-
ship, which was Tampa’s loss and
education’s gain, because his
influence as an educator was more
far reaching.

After his retirement, his
wife Sara, his family and his
farmland became the center of his

life.  He hoped to spend more time
with his wife of 38 years.  Three
years after his retirement the love
of his life passed away and there
was a void that was difficult to fill.
But being a man of strength and
courage he moved on with the help
of his loving and caring family and
the encouragement of his three
brothers.

Don was the last of “The
Brothers” as they were
called….Angelo the eldest, Frank,
Don, and Jimmy the youngest.
“The Brothers” were as close as
brothers should be, gathering
frequently at their favorite location:
The Giunta Homestead where
hospitality was abounding.
Vegetables that Don had so
carefully grown from seeds that
originated from Sicily, were always
waiting, tied in neat bundles for the
brothers to take with them.  My
father-in-law Jimmy always looked
forward to these mini-reunions,
where they would discuss old times
and current affairs.

Don was always available
to prepare tax returns and to
provide notary services (even
curbside service to hurried friends)
when asked.  Always gratis, of
course.

Don Giunta was a patriot,
and the 4th of July was always an
anticipated and fun filled event for
over 30 years in the Giunta
household.  How proud he was of
his country and how loyal he was
to his Sicilian heritage.  Every July
4th there was the perfect blend of
the homespun American spirit
which consisted of a bar-be-cue,
corn on the cob, apple pie and
fireworks along with the old Italian

Continued on page 25.
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hospitality of family and friends,
ethnic food and real live Italian
music.   How special and
memorable were those times.

I asked Don’s children how
they would describe in a single
word what their father was to them:
Sara, said : THOUGHTFUL
Vickie said: LOVE
Tessie said: GENTLEMAN
And everyone concluded that
Don, Jr. would have said:  TRUE
FRIEND
What a testament to Don’s
commitment to the “institution of
family” as a thoughtful, loving
gentleman and a true friend.

We were all blessed by his
life and inspired by his quest for
knowledge, his strength, his
humility, and his love and respect
for the land that brought abundance
to his family for over 100 years. We

remember him by his gentle
manner;  his helping hand to
family, friend, and stranger alike;
his pleasant and smiling face;  and
best of all for his philosophy of
life:  “DON’T  ASK FOR AN
EASIER LIFE; ASK TO BE A
STRONGER PERSON.”

Some might say it was
coincidence that Don would leave
us on Nov. 1, which is All Saints
Day.  I believe it was providence:
Don was a saintly person and truly
“a man for all seasons.”  There is
no doubt that when Don arrived in
Heaven and was greeted by his
wife Sara and his Son Don and was
led to the garden of paradise,   his
first reaction must have been,
“Wow, I didn’t know that GIDI
could grow so large up here!”
\Then young Don probably said,
“Dad, that’s nothing, you should
see the size of the Cucuzzas!”  Don

Continued from page 24. Senior must have replied, “I know
I’m going to love it here!”

Yes Don Giunta, you did
indeed lead a “Wonderful Life”  So
today we say Arriverderci Don,
Padre, Nanno, Zio, et Amico, Boun
Viaggio!

After a great performance
our tradition is to give a standing
ovation.  Please stand and applaud
Domenic Valenti Giunta for a life’s
great performance.

Don Giunta with Grandchildren
Chris, Don and Sara.

TOURS TO ITALY
2008

See the best of Italy (Venice, Florence,
Capri, Rome, etc.) and then see also that
dear little town where your folks came

from in Abruzzo, Calabria, Puglia,
Basilicata, Sicily, etc. Meet your relatives.
Custom-made tours for churches, clubs,

family groups are also our specialty.
Doing tours for 29 years!

For more information and
to get a brochure call:

The Italian Heritage Tours:
1-800-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

We would like to send
out a big thank you to
Linda Lastra and Rita
Messina for serving on
the Board of Directors.

We will miss you
ladies very much!

Taking their places are Nicole
Capitano Nassif and Vincent

Sinardi.  Welcome to the
Board!



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

BP Amoco Peroni
Brown-Forman (Bolla) Sorrento Cheese
Century Auto Mall The Radiant Group LLC
Clear Channel The Tampa Tribune
Colonial Bank Thomas Financial Group
Hilton Garden Inn Vigo Importing
Pepin Distributing Ybor City Development Corporation

Festa Sponsors 2007
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                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

AAA Auto Club South-CarrollwoodMastro Subaru
Bonefish Grill National Distributing Co., Inc.
Boza & Roel Funeral Home Norris & Samon Pump Service
Carrabba’s Italian Grill Pinnacle Financial Corp.
Celebrity Cruises Premier Beverage
CGM Services Reeves Import Motor Cars
Coca-Cola of Florida Risser Oil Corp
Debartolo Holdings Southern/Trans-Atlantic/Coastal
Ed Morse Cadillac Sunny Florida Dairy
Environmental Compliance ServiceSweetbay Supermarket
Ferrari of Central Florida The Bromley Companies
Hill, Ward & Henderson Tile World of Italy
Martino Mortgages United Cab & Yellow Cab

Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato
RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Advanced Environmental Technologies
Akerman Senterfitt Lumia & Valenti Produce
Ancestry.com Mavilo Wholesalers
AXA Advisors Morrick Construction Inc.
Busto Plumbing Paverworks
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Platinum Bank
Chancey Design Partnership Progressive Insurance
Corral Wodiska Partnership Risser Oil Corp
Creative Products Screen PrintersSan Pellegrino
Econo-Blast LTD, Inc. Seven One Seven Parking
FGS, Inc. Shell Oil Products US
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
Galaxy Fireworks, Inc. Swope, Rodante P.A.
Got-Rack.com Tampa Electric Company
Gray Robinson TECO Street Car
GTE Federal Credit Union The Fone Connection
Hillsborough Community College Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC Thomas Shannon, Jr.
JGR Funeral Home UTEK Corporation
JMP Solutions Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.
La Tropicana Inc. Williams Schifino Mangione & Steadu
Lazy Days RV Mr. Michael Lazzara

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Paul Ferlita, CPA
Ardaman & Associates, Inc. Pink Pineapple
Aston Martin/Jaguar of Tampa Publix Charities
Automated Petroleum & Energy Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Caldeco Mechanical Services Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc.
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Sun Trust Bank
DMD Properties Universal Structures, Inc.
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.Angeles Ferlita
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Nelson Ligori
Holcomb & Mayts, P.A. Bennie Lazzara
Hunt Douglas Dr. Anthony Fernandez
J.O. Delotto & Sons, Inc. Mr. Frank Sanchez
Lykes Insurance Mr. Felix Cannella, Jr.
Malcolm Pirnie Mr. John Puls, Jr.
Olivia Tobacco Co. Mr. Steve Henry

Future Innovations Janitorial Inc.
AMICI

Agliano & Associates, Inc. J. H. Willians Oil Co.
Architectural Designs, Inc. Pin Chasers, Inc.
Centro Ybor Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Charles R. Tutwiler & Assoc., Inc. Yacht Starship Dining Cruises
Design Interiors Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc.

Mr. Joseph Fernandez, Sr.
RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Algusto Mexican Restaurant         Columbia Restaurant Palm Restaurant
Beef O’ Brady’s          Delectables Fine Catering Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Bellisimo Ristorante          Don Vicente de Ybor Rattlefish Raw Bar
Bernini of Ybor          Fly Bar & Restaurant Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Buca di Beppo          Green Iguana Romano’s Macaroni Grill
Caffé Paradiso          Iavarone’s Steakhouse Sacino’s Formal Wear
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue          La Creperia Cafe Sonny’s BBQ
Catering by Cox          Luigi’s Catering StoneChef Caterers
Catering by the Family          M.J. Barley Hopper’s Tampa Bay Brewery Co.
Cellini Italian Cuisine          Maggiano’s Little Italy Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
Chef Chel          MMSI Espresso Service Wayl of a Time

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.
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New Year’s Eve 2007
This year’s theme was BLING in the New Year!  There were over 250 people in attendance.  Everyone enjoyed
the good food and great dancing.  Thank you to everyone who came out to help decorate, the room looked great!
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Please Help!

The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary is in the preliminary planning

phase for our annual fashion show, La Moda di Primavera.  Every

year we accept donations for door prizes and silent auction items.

We are asking our general membership to consider donating items

for our cause.  Donations can include any new or unused item, big

or small.  Bottles of wine, cookbooks, costume jewelry, kitchen

items, olive oil, etc. You can drop off your donations at the club

office or call:

Joanna Bernaldo - 813-908-5751

Roseann Ligori - 813-264-2030

All donations will be greatly appreciated.



PAGE 29

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

              Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc .Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc .Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc .Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc .Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc .

The Ladies Auxiliary will be hosting a spring fashion show, La Moda di Primavera on March
15, 2008.  As a part of the fund raising event, we will be presenting programs to our guests.
We need your support in order to make this event successful.  If you are interested in
advertising in our program, please fill out this form and return by March 1, 2008 or, sooner.
Please include your check and camera-ready material or email your ad to:
san.biagio@yahoo.com

Thank you in advance for your support.  Grazie.Thank you in advance for your support.  Grazie.Thank you in advance for your support.  Grazie.Thank you in advance for your support.  Grazie.Thank you in advance for your support.  Grazie.

Name of Business_____________________________________________________________Name of Business_____________________________________________________________Name of Business_____________________________________________________________Name of Business_____________________________________________________________Name of Business_____________________________________________________________
Name of Person Placing the Ad__________________________________________________Name of Person Placing the Ad__________________________________________________Name of Person Placing the Ad__________________________________________________Name of Person Placing the Ad__________________________________________________Name of Person Placing the Ad__________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________Address_____________________________________________________________________Address_____________________________________________________________________Address_____________________________________________________________________Address_____________________________________________________________________
City________________________________State______________Zip Code______________City________________________________State______________Zip Code______________City________________________________State______________Zip Code______________City________________________________State______________Zip Code______________City________________________________State______________Zip Code______________
Phone_______________________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________________________________________________
Cost of advertisement___________________________ ______________________________Cost of advertisement___________________________ ______________________________Cost of advertisement___________________________ ______________________________Cost of advertisement___________________________ ______________________________Cost of advertisement___________________________ ______________________________
Sold by________________________________________________PhoneSold by________________________________________________PhoneSold by________________________________________________PhoneSold by________________________________________________PhoneSold by________________________________________________Phone________________

Price ListPrice ListPrice ListPrice ListPrice List
Whole page                                              $100.00                       8.5 x 5Whole page                                              $100.00                       8.5 x 5Whole page                                              $100.00                       8.5 x 5Whole page                                              $100.00                       8.5 x 5Whole page                                              $100.00                       8.5 x 5
Half page                                               $60.00                         5 x 4Half page                                               $60.00                         5 x 4Half page                                               $60.00                         5 x 4Half page                                               $60.00                         5 x 4Half page                                               $60.00                         5 x 4
Business card                                         $35.00                         Standard sizeBusiness card                                         $35.00                         Standard sizeBusiness card                                         $35.00                         Standard sizeBusiness card                                         $35.00                         Standard sizeBusiness card                                         $35.00                         Standard size
Amici of the Ladies                              $10 per nameAmici of the Ladies                              $10 per nameAmici of the Ladies                              $10 per nameAmici of the Ladies                              $10 per nameAmici of the Ladies                              $10 per name

Please circle one of the above.
Please make checks payable to:  The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc.
Mail your ad together.

Mail to:  Rosalie C. Perrone
4702 Dunnie Dr.
Tampa, Florida 33614

***Please return by March 1, 2008 or ASAP………………….Thanks again



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

PAGE30

Great Reputation ¥ Great Cutters
Precise Paver Cutting - Featuring 
the Same on-site team leaders 

for the past 8 years

813-299-6136
www.paver-works.com

Interlocking Brick or Clay Pavers for: Driveways  ¥  Pool Decks  ¥  Patios  ¥  Walkways
Travertine Installations Available

Call For Your FREE ESTIMATE Now
Financing Available

Top Paver Manufacturers in the
Tampa Area Feature Pictures of

our Installations in their Advertising

$250 OFF For Installations 
1000 Sq. ft. or More

Ad must be presented to be valid. Offer expires 6/30/07

Top Quality P aver Installation Company in the Tampa Area

Let Us Add Value and Beauty to Your Home

Licensed, Bonded, and Insured
Veteran Owned Business ¥ ICPI Cer tified

FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

PETER CANO
Phyllis Traina

DON GIUNTA
Joseph & Gilda Capitano

RENE HUESCA
Vince & Jan Pardo

J. MARTINEZ
Joseph & Gilda Capitano

PETER MONTELEONE, JR.
Peter Monteleone, Sr.

LILLIAN PULLARA
Joseph & Gilda Capitano

ANGELO TAGLIARINI
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Rhonda Cardoso Smith
& Scott Smith

CONTRIBUTIONS ONLY
Maria Piazza

Dear Members,

On behalf of the cemetery committee I would like to
thank everyone who has responded to the Cemetery’s
contribution mail out.  These contributions are much
needed, especially since we were not able to raise
money through the dog track this year due to its
closing.

I want to thank all of the volunteers who came and
helped out with Picnic with the Past.  We had great
weather and even better company.

 Best wishes to eveyone for a happy, healthy blessed
holiday season and new year.

Tom P. Martino
President, cemetery committee

Picnic with the Past

Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Joseph & Jannie Antimori
Dr. Luis Bessone

The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary

Several Italian Club Members came out
Saturday to help clean up the cemetery
along with the Phoenix House.  Many
grave sites were in dire need of some

attention.  Thank you for volunteering!

DONATIONS TO THE CEMETERY
Charles Bruno
Cathy Lynn Accurso
Frank & Elizabeth  Accurso
L.D. Almendares
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Frank & Liz Accurso
Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi Maroccia
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Frank David & Christina Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick & Angie Capitano
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Laura DeLucia
Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Carol Olive
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti


