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Vatican
Splendors
“An Afternoon in

Roma”

Gilda Ferlita Capitano,
Cultural Chair

On April 11, 2008, several Italian
Club members went across the
ocean, oops I mean Tampa Bay, to
St. Petersburg to view the Vatican
Splendors.  This exhibit, full of art
treasures direct from Rome, is
housed at the Florida International
Museum. When  we arrived, Alice
Mueller, our Club Manager who
had made the reservations for us,
led us in. Immediately as we
entered, a feeling over came us, a
feeling of being far, far away.

The Vatican Splendors is kept in
semi-darkness to protect the
valuable works of art from harmful,
harsh light. We all toured at our
own pace, but slowly and surely for
an hour and a half, we forgot where
we actually were at the moment.
Thus, mesmorized we kept on
touring (wishing we could only
touch), thinking on this Friday

afternoon we were at the Vatican
Museum in Rome.

Some of the art in this exhibit has
never left the Vatican. Take for
instance, the head of Christ,
“Portrait of Christ,” with a crown
of thorns. It seems lifelike with his
piercing deep eyes staring back at
us. The artist of this piece, circa
17th century, is Barbieri, (1591-
1666).

The robes and headpieces of popes
embroidered with metallic thread
of gold and silver are amazing!
Headpieces with semi precious and
precious stones are unbelievable!
Prada or no Prada?  That was the
question!  One mannequin was
dressed as Pope Benedict XVI,
with his red capelo, satin white
tunic, tiny upholstered buttons with
a sash from which hung two of the
most intricate tassels I have ever
seen.  The outfit was complete with
red loafers.  We were asking “Do
you really think they are Prada?”
Pope Benedict is known for
wearing “red Pradas,” but we’ll

never know if these were the real
McCoy.

Among members visiting the
Exhibit, were Joe and Dora
Caltagirone. I couldn’t pass up the
chance to interview Joe:  “ I have
been to the Vatican Museum eight
different times, and it is
overwhelming to see it all.  But this
exhibit had some very nice pieces.
Especially for me, are the nails that
were used throughout the centuries
to hold up frescos.   When the
Sistine Chapel was renovated,
these nails were removed and

Continued on page 3.
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President’s Message

Dear Members,

I would like to thank each and every one of you who came out and
volunteered their time for our annual Sorrento Cheese Festa Italiana
presented by Bolla.  As usual, Joseph Capitano, Jr. and Stephanie Petrucelli
did an outstanding job with the planning and preparations for this year’s
Festa.  As you all know, Festa is our largest fundraiser of the year and
without all the volunteered hours by our members and the community, we
would not be able to put on such a large event.

The parking lot has been completed!  The landscaping, irrigation, lighting,
as well as installing the second meter machine have all been completed.
Please take a moment the next time you go to the Club and relish the
beautiful parking lot we have been working on for months.  Don’t forget
that Italian Club members receive a parking discount for Club events when
they show the parking attendant their membership card.  The 2008 cards
have been mailed out.

Some of our Club members attended, as a group, the Vatican Splendors
exhibit in St. Petersburg mid April.  I would like to encourage members to
attend the different cultural experiences our committees put together.  The
Ybor City museum has put together a Sicilian display and will be hosting
different lectures at the Club relating to that display.  Keep your eyes open
for informational emails!

I would like to congratulate Rick Califano on another successful Sunday
Family Dinner.  This last one we had in April featured the Parma region.
Chef Waylon did an outstanding job selecting foods of that region.  There
were around 100 people in attendance.  It was nice to see all the Club
members who brought in their group of friends and family members to
enjoy a Sunday afternoon.

Summer is right around the corner and I know everyone will be slowing
things down a bit, but I would like to remind everyone about Happy Hour.
Come out and meet some new people.  The membership committee has
started assigning committee members to attend each Friday night to
introduce themselves to new members and new faces.  Don’t hesitate to
ask, or approach them, with any questions you might have.

Ciao!

Sal Guagliardo
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replaced by more “practical”
means.

It is said stone cutters were illiterate
and could not read dimensions
according to Joe.  Also included
was a 26 inch compass.  “Knowing
that these tools were touched by
Michelangelo, is just amazing!  If
only I could touch them. They are
precious gems.”

Continued from front page.

Bernini, another famous sculptor of
that time, was also represented in
the Vatican Splendors.  “Oh my,
just his statue alone, outside in the
piazza at St Peter’s Basilica, makes
him a genius. Then there is his
bridge going to Sant Angelo Castle,
his candle holder… I could go on
and on!

As we prepared to leave, Joe
mentioned the uniform of the Swiss
Guards. “The one on a mannequin

is truly life size and the colors are
so beautiful” I quipped.  Joe
replied “Look at the size of their
spears!  They were men- hard
fighting men.”

As we approached the outdoors, I
could hear Joe, “Did you get to
see “The Resistance of the Swiss
Guards during the Sack of Rome”
(by Giuseppe Rivaroli) inside?
Sad work of art, but the colors on

the Swiss Guard uniforms are just
amazing!”

Heading back home to Tampa
accross the waters, all we could talk
about were the papal  artifacts of
pomp and circumstance represented
by the rings, robes, headpieces, altar
pieces, etc.,

What a great cultural experience!
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Welcome New Members!

We would like to welcome our new members and thank their sponsors:

March - April 2008 New Members:
John Agnese Senior Spr: Vienna Santisteban
Aldo Bolliger General Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Lana Byer General Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Frances LaRussa Canto Senior Spr: Jeanette LaRussa Fenton
Anthony Carreno General Spr: Vienna Santisteban
Raymond & Deborah Chiaramonte Family Spr: Vince Pardo
Lisa Davis General Spr: James Constantino
Christine DePace General Spr: Barbara Denti Pool
John Mackay & Lorena De Santa Family Spr: Nicole Capitano
Douglas DiGerlando Senior Spr: Nicole Capitano
Fran & Melissa Giordano Family Spr: Barbara Denti Pool
Dr. Frank Giunta, DDS, PA General Spr: Anthony & Vicki LoCicero
Manuel & Carol Ippolito Family Spr: Grace Ippolito
Shirley Kruger General Spr: Cathy Accurso
Annette Magliato Senior Spr: Antoinette Caporice
Janet Montano General Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Marietta Nuccio & Donald C. Rushing Senior (2 members)Spr: Barbara Denti Pool
Christina Pappas Family Spr: Nicholas G. Matassini
Brandi Peters Student Spr: Libby Downing
Eugene Pool Family Spr: Barbara Pool
Laurie Rodriguez & Bill Person Family Spr: Grace Ippolito
Teresa Rodriguez & Robert Jordan Family Spr: Grace & Angelo Ippolito
Mary Signorelli Senior Spr: Antoinette Caporice
Roy Smay Family Spr: Dorothy Smay
Joseph & Gina Wells Family Spr: Frank Vacanti
The Matassini Law Firm Benefactor Spr: Nicholas G. Matassini

It alian- Amer icans
Check out this YouTube video about growing up

Italian-American in the 50s and 60s.

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=U08Bv7UQT1w&feature=related

It alian Pr ov erb

Oggi a te, domani a me.
Today to you, tomorrow to me

Every dog has its day
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Italian Recipes
Pesce Spada con Salsa Salmoriglio

Swordfish with Salmoriglio Sauce
Ingredients:
Six 6-ounce swordfish fillets, each about 1 inch thick
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
2 tablespoons hot water
6 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
2 large garlic cloves, finely chopped
1 tablespoon dried oregano

Directions:
Prepare barbecue (medium-high heat) or preheat broiler.
Whisk olive oil in top of double boiler over simmering water until heated through.
Gradually whisk in fresh lemon juice, then 2 tablespoons hot water.
Add chopped fresh parsley, chopped garlic and oregano and cook sauce 5 minutes to blend flavors, whisking
frequently.
Season sauce to taste with salt and pepper. Remove sauce from over simmering water.
Lightly brush swordfish on both sides with sauce. Season fish with salt and pepper.
Grill or broil until just cooked through, about 5 minutes per side. Transfer fish to platter.
Spoon remaining sauce over and serve. Serves 6.

Frittata con Ricotta Salata, Cipolle Verde e Prezzemolo
Frittata with Ricotta Salata, Green Onions and Parsley

Ingredients:
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 bunch green onions, chopped
6 ounces ricotta salata cut into small cubes
1/2 cup chopped fresh Italian parsley

Directions:
Heat 1 tablespoon olive oil in 12-inch-diameter broilerproof nonstick skillet over medium heat. Add green
onions and saute until tender, about 3 minutes.
Transfer to large bowl and cool.
Add eggs, cheese, parsley, milk, salt and pepper to onions and whisk until blended.
Preheat broiler. Heat remaining 2 tablespoons olive oil in same skillet over medium-high heat. Add egg mixture.
Tilt and swirl pan to distribute evenly.
Using rubber spatula, lift up edges of cooked egg to allow uncooked portion to flow under; cook until beginning
to set. Reduce heat to low.
Cover and cook until frittata is almost set, about 8 minutes.
Transfer skillet to broiler; broil until frittata is set and top just begins to brown, about 3 minutes.
Slide frittata onto plate. Cut into wedges. Serve warm or at room temperature. Serves 6.
(From Adriana’s in Santo Stefano Quisquina, Sicily)

8 large eggs
2 tablespoons milk
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
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Ralph Lazzara III, a Tampa native
and Club member, has been writing
for several different organizations,
publications and journals including
La Gaceta, Hillsborough County Bar
Journal, and  the Hillsborogh High
School Alumni Magazine.  His articles
are relevant to Tampa and Tampa
personalities.  He graduated from the
University of Tampa with a Bachelor’s
degree in English and he received his
Master’s degree in public
administration from Golden State
University.  Ralph will be writing

articles of human
interest for the Club
newsletter.  He will
highlight Club
members and as well
as other topics.

Human Interest
Article

Dick Russo
By Ralph Lazzara, III

“AS EACH NEW
GENERATION OF

ITALIAN
AMERICANS COME

OF AGE IN
AMERICA, WE RISK

THE LOSS OF
UNDERSTANDING,

THE
EXTRAORDINAR Y

COURAGE AND
SACRIFICE OF

THOSE WHO CAME
FIRST”

Thank you
t o...

I would like to thank Rick Califano,
Jan Pardo, Rich Quattrone, and
Frank & Ann Susca for helping put
together the membership card
mailout.  It is the dedication of our
volunteers that keeps the Club
going.  Thanks guys!

Alice R. Mueller

...Philip Sipiora, Jr. for volunteering
for the Sunday Family dinner!

FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

About the Author

Dick Russo is a Tampa native.  He
has fond memories of his family
and especially his mother, Dahlia
Guerra, a sweetheart and excellent
cook and baker. After having four
children, Dick’s father was drafted
into the US Army, and proudly
served in the Philippines during
World War II.  Dick’s mother’s
maiden name, Guerra, translates

into “war”, while his father’s name,
Russo, translates into” red”.  Dick
has two brothers, Arturo and
Morris (Joe), and one sister Sarah,
named after her paternal
grandmother.  Dick has two sons,
Rick and Nelson, and a daughter
Angela (deceased).

Dick is a graduate of Hillsborough
High School, 1958. He went on to
graduate from the University of
Tampa in 1963, where he earned a
major in business administration.

Today Dick, CIC, CAS, specializes
in asset protection and income
distribution for retirement and
works with his son Nelson in the
Russo Financial Group, Inc. in
Brandon,   www.RFGPlans.com.

Dick is very proud of his Italian
heritage and has been a Club
member for five years and hopes to
become more active.  Dick recently
toured Rome and Sicily, where he
has a cousin in Cantania, who owns
tour busses.

Dick and the lovely Josie Messina
have been together for eleven years
and are currently engaged.  Dick
enjoys his work immensely and has
no plans to retire. He is currently
on the Hillsborough High School
50th Year Class Reunion Planning
Committee.
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Childr en learn about our culture through
Dance, Music, Language, Storytelling,
Cooking, Traditions, and Ar ts & Crafts

                                                        March 1, 2008

Dear Amici,

          Would you like to be a sponsor for Campo Italiano?  Sponsorship is very affordable
and helps us achieve our goal in teaching our youth about our wonderful Italian cultur e.
If you become a sponsor, your name or company name will be on the back of the Campo t-
shirts as well as in the Italian Club newsletter.  Most importantly, your help enables us to
offer this camp at a reasonable fee.

          We will graciously accept donations.  Some sponsors have donated $50, $100 and as
much as $200.  We will appreciate all support as we love our culture and take pride in
teaching it to your children.

        If you are interested, call 886-7595 or mail your check, payable to Italian Club Ladies
Auxiliar y, Inc. to R. Perrone, 4702 Dunnie Dr., Tampa, FL 33614.

                                                   Cordialmente,
                                                      Rosalie C. Perrone, Campo Chair
                                                     Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.
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A day camp for children

“LET’S KEEP  THE CULTURE ALIVE”

Children learn about the Italian culture through……
music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking

traditions, language, and storytelling.

June 16 - 20, 2008
9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Grades 2-6 are eligible to attend.

Fee: $75 per child…Fee and registration form
Guarantee your child’s place.  First 50 will be accepted.
Registration Forms and Fees due after March 1, 2008

To
R. Perrone

4702 Dunnie Dr.
Tampa, Fl 33614

Make checks payable to:
The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.

Registration forms available at the Italian Club Office after March 1, 2008.
Online forms are also available.

Call 886-7595 for other information
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Registration Form
Sponsored by Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.
Mailing address:  R. Perrone, 4702 Dunnie Dr., Tampa, Fl. 33614

Date____________
Name of Participant___________________________________M____F_____
Date of Birth_____________________________________________________
Mailing Address__________________________________________________
MALE Head of Household___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
Business Phone_________________Home Phone or other________________
Relation to participant______________________________________________
FEMALE Head of Household_________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
Business Phone_________________Home Phone or other_________________
Relation to participant______________________________________________
PERSON(S) TO CONTACT IF PARENT CANNOT BE REACHED
1._________________________________Phone________________________
2._________________________________Phone________________________
Hospital Preference_________________________
Physician’s Name & Phone number___________________________________
Dentist’s Name & Phone number_____________________________________
Is participant on any medications?_________
Please List medications_____________________________________________
Explanation of Health problems______________________________________
________________________________________________________________
***In case of accident or serious illness, the camp will contact the parent/guardian.  If the camp
is unable to contact the parent/guardian of participant(s) designated above, the camp will
contact the physician or will make the necessary arrangements for immediate transportation and
treatment.  Payment of fees will be assumed by the parent/guardian.
****I have reviewed and understand the conditions of this document and I understand that if I
desire to have my child released to persons other than those listed above, I must provide a list of
those persons in writing, with address and telephone numbers to the camp.  My signature also
allows my child to be photographed while attending the camp. “All Italian children behave in a
manner that will make their mama proud.

 Parent/Guardian_______________________Date_______________________
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Drs. Barker, Lynch, & Hebblewhite D.O.’S
13124 North Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33612

(813)932-5389

«««««««««« Weight Management ««««««««««

What our diet program has to offer
that others may not:

« The  most established diet clinic in Tampa
« Consultation with physician each visit
« Evaluation of dietary status
« Appropriate counseling on proper eating habits,
   exercise, behavior modification and
   medications
« Flexible appointments (including Saturday)
« Affordable Prices
« No Contracts

The Price of the Initial Visit and What it Includes

18-29 years old $75             30 years and older $130
*Consultation with physician     *Consultation with physician
*Laboratory testing  *Laboratory testing
 “executive-type” profile,             “executive-type” profile,
 including thyroid testing             including thyroid testing
*One week medication                *One week medication

 *EKG

The Price of Follow-up Visits and What They Include
*$45 a week
*Consultation with physician each visit
*One week medication

The amount of weight loss depends upon the patient’s caloric intake and level of exercise.
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In 2007, Italy and America
have celebrated the 200th

anniversary of the birth of
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the Italian
military leader who united
mainland Italy and Sicily as one
nation.  However, while many
know that Garibaldi lived in Staten
Island between 1850 and 1854,
only some historians know that in
1861 the Lincoln Administration
offered him a major command in
the Union Army.  Their efforts to
involve Garibaldi launched – just a
few days after the Battle of Bull
Run – one of the strangest and
most adventurous diplomatic
missions in American history.

When the Civil War broke
out in America, Garibaldi was an
internationally known military
hero, fresh from a lightning victory
in Sicily with his one thousand
“Red Shirt” volunteers that brought
Italy to national unity.  As a matter
of fact, national reunification of
Italy was not yet fully
accomplished; Rome, the country’s
natural capital, was still missing.
At that time the Pontifical State
was under the protectorate of
France and Paris did not want
Rome to join the young Kingdom
of Italy.  Garibaldi planned to
conquer Rome, but the King of
Italy urged him not to anger
Napoleon III, the Emperor of

France.  Hence, the victorious
general retired to private life and
was in semi-exile on the small
rocky island of Caprera, which is
located north of Sardinia and
close to La Maddalena, today a
key U.S. naval base in the
Mediterranean.

Rumors that Garibaldi
might leave his exile to join the
Union Army began to spread in
1861 and informal contacts to that
effect were initiated by the
American Consul in Antwerp,
James W. Quiggle, in June 1861.
Then came the battle of Bull Run,
a crushing blow for the Union
that left President Abraham
Lincoln with little confidence in
his general in chief, George B.
McClellan; covert efforts to
involve Garibaldi soon began in
earnest.  The operation was
extremely sensitive, as it had the
potential to affect relations with
the Vatican, France and other
kingly chancelleries of Europe.

On the basis of Quiggle’s
correspondence with Garibaldi,
Secretary of Sate William H.
Seward instructed Henry Shelton
Sanford, the American Minister to
Belgium, and George Perkins
Marsh, first American Minister to

the Kingdom of Italy in Turin, to act.
Sanford was an experienced
diplomat.  Marsh was a former
Columbia University professor and
former Congressman from Vermont.
On July 27, 1861, Secretary of State
Seward sent them written
instructions:

“I wish you to proceed at
once and enter into communication
with the distinguished Soldier of
Freedom.  Say to him that this
government believes his services in
its present contest for the unity and
liberty of the American People,
would be exceedingly useful, and
that, therefore, they are earnestly
desired and invited.  Tell him that
this government believes he will, if
possible, accept this call, because it
is too certain that the fall of the
American Union, if indeed it were
possible, would be a disastrous blow
to the cause of Human Freedom
equally here, in Europe, and
throughout the world.
Tell him he will receive a Major-
General’s commission in the army of
the United States, with its
appointment, with the hearty
welcome of the American people.
Tell him that we have abundant
resources, and numbers unlimited at
our command, and a nation resolved
to remain united and free.”

The message was secretly
delivered to the general in Caprera
by an Italian-American diplomat,
Secretary of Legation and Giuseppe
Artomi, Garibaldi replied that, in
order to accept he would need a
green light from the King of Italy.
Was this response intended to
pressure the King into allowing a
conquest of Rome? We do not know,
but the green light from Turin did
come.

Giuseppe
Garibaldi

the Union general who almost was

By H.E. Ambassador Giovanni
Castellaneta, Italy’s Ambassador to
the United States

Continued on page 22.
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Eight Is Enough To Serve Community

The Judeo Christian Health Clinic presented the Humanitarian Award recently to Gilda
and Joseph Capitano, Sr. and their six children (Nick, Celeste, Joseph, Jr., Frank David, Maria
and A. Nicole).

The Capitano’s are the first to receive the award as a family for work done in helping the
community’s non-profits organizations and the needy. Normally it is given to one individual.
Monsignor Laurence Higgins and physician Sylvia Campbell made the presentation April 19,
2008, at Higgins Hall.

Joe Photo of Tampa
The Capitano Family receives the Humanitarian Award fr om
Judeo Christian Health Clinic on April 10 at Higgins Hall.
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Advance Registration

NIAF’s 33rd Anniversary Gala on October 18, 2008, Hilton Washington & Towers, Washington, D.C.

_______Standard Seating Dinner Ticket @$400 each ($350 each prior to July 1).........................$____________
_______Preferred Seating Dinner Ticket @ $600 eash ($500 each prior to July 1).......................$____________
___I am unable to attend, but i would like to contribute tot he NIAF education and scholarship program $_____
Name______________________________________Firm/Organization________________________________
Address_________________________________City___________________State__________Zip___________
Phone___________________ Email________________________ Checks payable to: NIAF, 1860 19th St, NW
Washington, DC 20009.  You may fax form to 202-234-0651  Attn: CArolyn Laurenzano (contributions are tax
deductible)
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La Moda di Primavera 2008
 
The Ladies Auxiliary held their annual fashion show on March 15, 2008.  The fashion show was coordinated by
Jill Wax and the staff of La France.  This year the show was held in the ballroom of our own L’Unione Italiana
which corresponded with our vintage theme.  The ballroom was elegantly decorated through the creativity of
Auxiliary members Barbara Pool, Gilda Capitano, Cathy Guagliardo, and Cathy Pacheco.  The stage backdrop
featured a panoramic view of Ybor and the stage showcased a display of vintage clothing loaned for viewing by
our members.  Models were Angela Buttocovolo, Christina Capitano, Joe Capitano, Jr., Cathy Guagliardo,
Charles Heath, Rita Messina, Sandra Moreno, Alice Mueller, Stephanie Petrucelli, Maria Pardo, Dottie Smay,
and Stephanie Van Belzen.  The models were representatives of the Krewe of Italia, the Ladies Auxiliary, and
our current board of directors.  The luncheon was catered by Waylon Nelson of Wayl of a Time Catering.  The
day began with browsing and shopping at our vendor’s boutiques and a silent auction.  Thanks to the generous
donations of our members and business partners the auction was a huge success.  Guests were treated to door
prizes and a beautiful grand prize donated by Guiseppe Maniscalco of Portofino Jewelers.  The day provided a
wondrous adventure uniting friends, fashions, shopping, and food.
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TOURS TO ITALY

See the best of Italy and the town
of your family roots in Abruzzo,

Calabria, Puglia, Sicily, etc.

Customized tours for churches,
clubs, seniors, and family groups

are our specialty.
Call: 1-800-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

Doing tours for 30 years!

Interested in learning Italian?  The Italian Club
is currently offering Beginning and
Intermediate Conversational Italian classes to
our members.  The group of members  meet
under the direction of Christa Fowler who
lived and worked in Italy for over ten years.

The classes take place on Tuesday evenings at
6pm for the beginners and at 7pm for the
intermediate class.

If you are interested in joining the
group please email Christa at
christafowler@hotmail.com

Italian Language
Class

MAY/JUNE 2008
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It alian Club Gif t Shop/A
Special Thank Y ou

Greetings to all members of the Italian Club!

The Gift Shop in the Giunta Museum is still open every
Friday evening for Happy Hour and on most Saturdays.
This is due to the generosity of Cathy Pacheco, a Club
member.  God only knows the amount of time Barbara
and I have spent planning and purchasing new items,
etc.  But, it is Cathy who devoted her time to help us
keep it open.

Please come in and view the brand new “logo” tee
shirts for men and women. The red demitasse cups will
knock your socks off!  How about our Sicilian
imported fruit jams and cooking salts?  What a
beautiful gift basket you could make with these items!
Come see the circa 1920 ceramic tile of the Cantina,
which also has a hanger for the wall!

Are there any Club members, ladies or gentlemen, who
would like to volunteer perhaps one Saturday every
other month or on Friday evening to give Cathy some
time to enjoy herself at Happy Hour?

Again, Cathy we can’t thank you enough.  Your time is
greatly appreciated and to you we say “Grazie tanto.”

Sincerely, Barbara Pool and Gilda Capitano

It alian- Amer ican
F acts...

The Big Mac, McDonald’s sandwich classic, was
invented by Jim Delligatti , owner of a McDonald’s
franchise in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Since its
introduction in 1967, more than 14 billion Big Macs
have been sold, making it the most popular sandwich
in the world.

Charles Atlas, born Angelo Siciliano, invented the
body-building technique called “Dynamic Tension”
in 1921 and was dubbed “America’s Most Perfectly
Developed Man” by Physical Culture magazine.  By
the 1950’s, the former Coney Island janitor, had over
one million followers.  He died in 1972 at age 79
while jogging too soon after a heart attack.

Filippo Mazzei, a Tuscan physician, fought along-
side Thomas Jefferson and Patrick Henry during the
American Revolution.  Mazzei drew up a plan to
capture the British in New York by cutting off their
sea escape, and convinced France to help the Ameri-
can colonists financially and militarily in their
struggle against British rule.  He also inspired the
Jeffersonian phrase: “All men are created equal”
when he wrote “All men are by nature equally free
and independent.”

These facts were taken from the NIAF website.

It alian F ilms
Suggested by Ken Ferlita

Regista di matrimoni, II
Tells the story of a director in crisis who runs away from the umpteenth production of an adaptation of
“Promessi Sposi” by Alessandro Manzoni to end up improbably involved as the director a wedding of conve-
nience between the daughter of an impoverished prince and a young man from a local, rich family.

Chocolate Lessons
An Italian building contractor must pretend to be a pastry chef (an Egyptian one, no less) to keep from being
reported by Kamal, a construction worker who fell from a scaffold and intends to make his boss pay unless the
wealthy businessman agress to get Kamal’s chocolate-making diploma for him.

Oradi r eligione (Il sorriso di mia madre)
Ernesto is a successful artist who has his life turned upside down by his family’s wishes for the canonization of
his murdered mother.  His extreme dislike for her ignorant ways brings about a greater connection to his insane
brother who killed her, while his other brothers favor her beautification.
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Exhibit Opening
a Huge Success

By Chantal Hevia

On March 28, the Ybor City
Museum Society (YCMS) helped
kick off Festa Italiana with an
unveiling of their new exhibit,
Sicilians in Tampa – Unfolding the
Journey. The event, which was held
in the Ybor City Museum State
Park garden, became with a
proclamation by Mayor Pam Iorio
declaring the week of March 23,
2008 as “Sicilian-Italian Heritage
and Culture Week.”

More than 300 people, including
members of the Italian Club,
YCMS, La Nuova Sicilia Unita
Lodge #1251, notables, and invited
guests enjoyed good food, good
friends, and a generous helping of
Sicilian music.  A casual observer
passing the museum garden easily

could have interpreted the event to
be a joyous family gathering.

With Vince Pardo as emcee, the
evening unfolded with
performances by the Trinacrea
Musicians from Agrigento, Ray
Chiaramonte, Rosanna Spolino,
Jonathan Cortez, and Jim Belote.
Manatee Community College
students were on hand to perform
excerpts from the musical, Ybor.
“The community spirit and
cooperation among local
organizations was tremendous,”
commented Vienna Santisteban,
co-chair of the exhibit unveiling.
“The event was everything we
wanted it to be and more,” added

Yvonne Scalise, who also co-
chaired the event.  “The generosity
and assistance of the Italian Club,
La Nuova Sicilia Unita Lodge
#1251, our community partners,
sponsors, and local restaurants
were incredible.”

In addition to record numbers of
visitors at the Ybor City Museum
State Park, the impact of Sicilians
in Tampa – Unfolding the Journey
will be further enhanced by five
academic and cultural programs to
be held at the Italian Club and other
venues through the end of 2008.
The first in the series is a lecture by
Dr. Susan M. Taylor entitled “The
survival of the Sicilian dialect of
Tampa, Florida”, to be held at the
Italian Club on Sunday, May 4,
2:00 p.m.  Other programs include
a symposium on Sicilian-American
life, an authentic Sicilian dinner, a
genealogy workshop, and a food
and wine demonstration.  For more
information visit
www.ybormuseum.org or contact
sicilians@ybormuseum.org.
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Jersey Boys: An
Italian-American

Experience

      Phillip Sipiora

I recently traveled to New York City
and had an opportunity to see
Broadway’s most popular musical,
Jersey Boys, which chronicles the
story of Frankie Valli and The Four
Seasons. The two and one-half hour
show was a mesmerizing,
exhilarating experience. I have seen
a number of Broadway musicals over
the decades and this one ranks as the
very best.

As one who came of age in
the 1960s, growing up on the west
side of Chicago, I recall with vivid
detail the rise of this incredibly
talented group, who sold more than
100 million records. Their music
touched my generation because of a
discernibly unique sound (Valli’ s
powerful, haunting voice plus
riveting group harmonies) and lyrics
that spoke to us teenagers. We may
not have always listened to our
parents with rapt attention, but the
powerful music of the 1960s and
early 1970s indeed commanded our
attention. We knew every word of the
popular songs and the “Seasons,” as
we called them, were among the very
biggest of groups (second only to
international bands like the Beatles
and the Rolling Stones). All music is
narrative. The compelling story of
this amazing group of musicians tells

the story of youthful suffering,
desires, frustrations, dreams, fears.

Jersey Boys offers much
more than an evening of
reminiscence. Its lasting value, at
least for me, was its ability to capture
the flavor, scents, sounds, and tastes
of my neighborhood. We, too, had
our local “fixers,” who were always
related to someone in the
neighborhood and could help secure
a job or whatever else a family
needed. Our mainstay food (away
from home) was never today’s
hamburger. We ate Italian beef
sandwiches (afternoons and early
evening) and pizza (our favorite date
food or just for sitting around with
the guys, splitting one large cheese).
My neighborhood seemed to have a
bakery on every block. We bought
cannolis, bursting with fresh ricotta,
by the bagful at 25 cents each, often
eating them on the way home from
high school. On Fridays, no Italian
beef stand ever sold meat. The only
thing you could order was a mixture
of scrambled eggs and green peppers
on Italian bread.  Beef sandwiches
were 40 cents. Sausage sandwiches
and the Friday special (called

“pepper and egg”) were 35 cents.
(Gas was 25 cents a gallon and
sometimes we could afford only one
or two gallons.)

Rock music from this era
often dealt with common teenage
motifs—love, unrequited love,
desire, loneliness, infatuation,
wonder, lust, frustration, anxiety,
depression, yearning, excitation,
hopelessness, and so much more. We
were kids, after all, and lived
vicariously through our music.
Indeed, rock music was a reflection
of our lives and we were a reflection
of the stories told in the music. We
never knew who led whom. Did our
lives follow the music or vice versa?
Such a question is unanswerable,
although it has been asked for
millennia. Plato so feared the
influence of music that he banned it
in his Republic. As the parent of three
teenagers, I can well attest to the
continuing importance of music in
young lives.

Why were “Frankie and the
Seasons” an Italian-American
experience? The answer transcends
their Italian surnames. Frankie, who
birth name was Francis Stephen
Castelluccio, came from a tough,
working-class neighborhood in
Newark. His neighborhood was like
our neighborhood. His parents
worked hard and supported his love
for music from Day One. The
Castelluccio family had little money
but were wealthy in love, which they
spent ceaselessly on each other.
Young Frankie flowered because of,
not in spite of, a nurturing family. His
family, nuclear and extended, was
what we called “good people.”

Our emphasis and reliance on
family was powerfully present in big
and little ways. Above all else, we

Continued on page 19.
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sought the love and support of each
other. Our families valued being
together in our modest houses,
sharing each other’s successes and
failures. Because of our Catholic
background, we saw ourselves as
very human and susceptible to
mistakes. We knew that there would
be setbacks but we also knew that we
could handle hard times if we stayed
with our traditions and principles.
Our personal metamorphoses were
part of the process as we wrestled
with the critical struggles of youth:
coming of age, first love, break with
parents, independence, beginning
one’s own family, and so forth.

Jersey Boys is so successful
because it touches the lives of the
audience, deep into the marrow of the
mind, flesh, emotions, and spirit.
This musical emphasizes
perseverance, affirmation,
redemption, guilt, and loyalty. The
motifs are timeless in their
illustration of the seminal role of
moral and intellectual virtues, taught
by Aristotle at the Lyceum over two
thousand years ago but generally
neglected in today’s classroom.
Jersey Boys revisits many of these
virtues, but not in a didactic or
preachy way, but in a manner most
entertaining. Art is oftentimes an
effective medium for communicating
life’ s strategic values precisely
because we are dazzled by the
technical elements of art coupled
with interesting narratives to which
we can relate. They remind us of
ourselves and, sometimes,  make us
rethink ourselves.

Frankie & Company had
similar working class backgrounds.
They included the original
“manager” Tommy DeVito, Nick
Massi, and Bob Gaudio. Four Italian

boys coming together at the right
time to shape the face of
contemporary music. Later, Nick
Massi was replaced by Charlie
Calello, who was subsequently
replaced by Joseph LaBracio. Was it
mere coincidence that the group had
such a sustaining Italian flavor?
Coming from similar backgrounds,
the musicians intuitively understood
each other because of ethnic and
cultural similarities and familiarities.
Jersey Boys depicts this shared
understanding by the “Jersey dialect”
used by all the performers. (The show
has a dialect coach.) The common
background of the members of the
group may have generated insight
into one another, but by no means did
it insure their compatibility. As the
musical well documents, their long
career had numerous moments of
conflict, confrontation, and
ultimately separation. Perpetual
tension, musical and otherwise, is at
the heart of this great production. Yet
it is a healthy, affirmative tension, not
a suffocating, dislocating one.

Much of the musical
narrative centers around lyrics of
love, shared and unrequited: “You’re
the Apple of My Eye,” “I Can’t Give
you Anything But Love,” “Earth
Angel,” “Sunday Kind of Love,”
“I’m in the Mood for Love,”
“Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” “My
Eyes Adored You,” and , of course,
“Can’t Take My Eyes off You.” The
lyrics and melodies of these songs are
forever branded into the hearts and
minds of those who moved from
adolescence to young adulthood
during the 1960s. Growing up is hard
to do, but music eases the journey.

Words and musical
accompaniment are necessary, but
not sufficient, elements to make a
song a lifetime memory. There must

also be a distinctive voice and there
was no one more pleasingly
memorable that Frankie Valli with his
penetrating three octave falsetto
voice. Very few performers could hit
the high notes like Frankie Valli. He,
with the background harmonies,
created a sound that lifted his
listeners out of themselves. The
ancient Greeks called this effect the
sublime, yet they associated it more
with an aesthetic, literary kind of
transportation. After two and one-
half hours of Jersey Boys, I clearly
had been transported—moved to
sublimity—along with most of the
audience who gave the troupe an
extended standing ovation. I might
add that all age groups were
represented, including a significant
number of people in their 20s and
30s. My 17-year-old son was with me
and he was as enthralled as I,
although he has no knowledge of the
musical history of the period.

Jersey Boys would not be the
stunning and staggering success that
it is without the performance of
Michael Longoria as Frankie Valli.
He brilliantly captured the role of
Valli and was blessed with just the
right level of voice: high enough for
the exceptionally demanding
numbers but flexible enough for
Valli’ s signature ballad, “Can’t Take
My Eyes Off You.”

Frankie Valli, along with
Tommy DeVito, Nick Massi, and
Bob Gaudio were inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1990.
Frankie Valli, now in his 70s,
continues to perform at major
venues. I have been told by
earwitnesses that his voice is as good
as ever.

Phillip Sipiora is USF
Professor of English and Film
Studies.

Continued from page 18.
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Cultural News
Flash….
Attention Board of
Directors and Members

By: Gilda F. Capitano

On Thursday evening of May15,
2008, the Italian Club’s Board
Meeting will take place as usual.
The cultural addition to this
meeting is that our President Sal
Guagliardo and the Board will
present to three students from USF,
a Scholarship stipend which will
aid them financially to attend
school this summer in Florence,
Italy. Each of the three students
will receive $1,500 from the Italian

Club, which was approved by the
Board in January, 2008.
     Dean of International Af fairs,
from USF, Maria de Los Angeles
Crummett, will also be attending
this presentation.  She has
generously matched our grant.
Therefore, six students total will be
receiving the same amount. All six
students will receive their grant and
a certificate, after the Board
Meeting has taken place.
     Dr. Phillip Sipiora, from USF,
who also teaches the students each
summer at Santa Raparata in
Firenze, will be present as well. He
will award framed certificates to all
of the six students.
      Let us applaud the help these
students are getting from both the
Italian Club & USF. The interest of
these young folks to go study in our
motherland is very meritorious.

Through USF, the six winners are
chosen from their essays, that the
students will write, to fulfill a
question:  “Why I want to study in
Italy?”

Buon Viaggio Studenti !
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Sanford traveled to Italy and, on
September 7th, 1861, went down to
the Genoa waterfront and – using an
assumed name to preserve the
secrecy of his mission- chartered a
small steamer named the Dante to
carry him to Caprera. Garibaldi
accepted, but upon two conditions:
He ardently desired to serve the
cause of the United States, but as
commander in Chief of its forces
and with power of declaring the
abolition of slavery. Sanford
explained that he was only
empowered to offer the two-star
generalship as set forth by Secretary
Seward, and he could not go beyond
it.

When this negotiation failed
to stay secret, many in Europe,
including England who at that time
sympathized with the Confederates,
stressed this issue of command
levels as the main reason why
Lincoln and Garibaldi couldn’t
agree. I think this explanation is
partial and misleading.  As a matter
of fact, Garibaldi was offered the
two-star generalship, i.e., the same

level of McClellan with only
President Lincoln and the  Federal
Civil Administration above him.
Emancipation of slavery – a lifetime
goal for Garibaldi – was surely as
important as the command issue. In
his reporting to Washington,
Sanford wrote; “I do not believe he
will take any part in the struggle
unless he is convinced that the
government and the people of the
North are united in the
determination to pursue a policy
which shall necessarily result in the
abolition of slavery.”

In my opinion, however, the
main reason for Garibaldi not to
fight for the Union was a third one:
he felt he still had to finish the
unification of Italy. Garibaldi tried
again to march towards Rome
starting from Sicily in summer
1862, with his Red Shirts. This time
he was stopped, indeed wounded
and arrested, by the regular Italian
Army on the Aspromonte
Mountains, Calabria. The window
of opportunity for Garibaldi to join
the Union Army was closed.

Although Garibaldi never
fought in the Civil War, his name is

nonetheless rooted in the earliest
days of the conflict’s history.
Shortly after the Confederate
bombardment of Fort Sumter in
Charleston, South Carolina, Italian
Americans in New York
volunteered to form a regiment of
Red Shirts, the 39th NY Infantry
“Garibaldi Guards.” The regiment
marched to Washington and
fought in the first battle of
Manassas-Bull Run in July 1861,
carrying Garibaldi’s legacy into
battle with them.

In 1882 Italians living in Washington, D.C., formed the Society for a Monument to
Garibaldi following the death of Giuseppe Garibaldi that same year. They
commissioned an Italian artist living in Paris, Giuseppe Martegana, to create a bust
to commemorate the patriot. The group presented a letter to the president of the
Senate dated December 14, 1887, from Dr. Tullio de Suzzara-Verdi offering the
Garibaldi bust, which was executed in Italian marble, to the United States. He asked
on behalf of the society that it be accepted, “as a link in the chain of sympathy that
all free men feel for the champions of liberty and popular government.” The work
also was presented as an expression of Italian achievement in sculpture.
On August 23, 1888, the U. S. Senate approved the acquisition, resolving that “the
Senate of the United States expresses its sense of the patriotism and liberality which

prompted this noble gift from these adopted citizens of Italian birth, and extends to them, the countrymen of the
great champion of Italian liberty, the assurance of the admiration of the people of this land for his noble life and
distinguished deeds.”
For additional information please visit Italy’s web site for the Bicentennial at: http://garibaldi200.it/

Continued from page 11.
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For Your Reading Pleasure

Submitted by: Gilda F. Capitano,  Cultural Chair

Read all about it...
As Italian-Americans, we should be enticed by reading materials pertaining to subject matter as in these

three books.  This page appeared in NIAF’s News.  I wanted to share with you for your reading pleasure.  Notice
each one has it’s own website.

The Fall of Mussolini

By Phillip Morgan
June 2007, 263 pages, hardcover, Oxford University
Press, www.oup.com/us

An author who has written extensively on
facism in Italy and Europe, Phillip Morgan focuses
in his new book on dictator Benito Mussolini’s fall
in July 1943 and its impact on ordinary Italians
during and after the war.  Far from unified, Italy
was split into multiple warring camps, most of
whom wanted out of World War  II.

During this narrative, Morgan presents the
choices and demands made on people in different
parts of Italy, from the Fascist Salo Republic to the
monarchial South to anti-fascist resistance move-
ments.  After Mussolini’s fall, a newly formed
parliamentary government eager to speed the
healing process promoted an image of Italians as
anti-facist heroes who ousted Mussolini and the
Nazis.

Morgan’s book includes letters to and from
the military fronts in addition to post-war testimo-
nies never before printed in English; eyewitness
reports from people who hid Jews and fought in the
resistance; and analysis of Italy’s complex transi-

tion to a parliamentary
Republic and sense of nation-
hood.

Morgan is senior
lecturer in Contemporary
European History at the
University of Hull in the
United Kingdom.

The Lost Gold of Rome:
The Hunt for Alaric’s Treasure

By Daniel Costa
April 2007, 240 pages hardcover, Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
www.suttonpublishing.co.uk

In 410 A.D., Visigoth king Alaric sacked
Rome and took one of the greatest known treasures in
history.  This treasure is thought to include at least
4,800 punds of gold and 7,600 pounds of silver as
well as jewels and silks.  Alaric died before he could
leave Italy and was buried with at least part of the
plunder.  Some believe that sacred furnishings from
the Temple at Jerusalem, which the Romans captured
in 70 A.D., are also buried with him.  Nazi Heinrich
Himmler was one of many who tried and failed to find
Alaric’s tomb and the lost treasure.

Now, almost 1,600 years after the treasure was
stolen, author Daniel Costa takes readers on a journey
to find it.  Costa covers Alaric’s role in the eventual
collapse of the Roman Empire, as well the survival of
Rome, the rise of the papacy, and its involvement in
secular politics.  The two appendices include a list of
Visigoth kings and a chronology of Rome from 846
A.D.

Born in the Romanian province of
Transylvania in Simeria (a small town full of Roman
history), Costa experienced the last
days of Communism there and
became a political refugee in Italy in
1984.  While living in Rome, he
researched the lives of early Ro-
mans, Germans and Christians.
Currently, he is a psychiatrist in
Toronto, Canada and is married to
Maria, an Italian-Canadian.

Continued on page 25.
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Glassses of Wine          Forks of Pasta
Plates full of Fun!

Beginner’s Conversational Italian Classes

In Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties

Where the Learning is Fun!
l Prepare for your vacation

l Reconnect with your Heritage

Come to The Italian Club for a seven week Italian
Language class Tuesday evenings

from 6:30pm to 8pm starting April 15th thru May 27th.
Free to members and $60.00 for non-members

Contact Roberto at
Learn a Language, Inc.

727.866.6892 & www.Learnitalian.us

n

A Day in Tuscany

By Dario Castagno
with Robert Rodi
2007, 240 pages, hardcover The
Globe Pequot Press,
www.globepequot.com

The author of the best-
selling memoir, “Too Much Tuscan
Sun,” is back with “A Day in
Tuscany,” which picks up where
the first book ended.  After three
months in America, Italian tour
guide Dario Castagno is happy to
be back in his native Siena after an
American book tour, where he
strolls the streets, visiting with

friends and swapping stories.  He
shares his memories of growing up
in Tuscany and more stories from
his job as a Chianti tour guide.

The locals share some of
their oral histories as well, includ-
ing one woman who grew up in a
farming family during the “era of
the fireflies: (early 20th century).
Highlights of the area’s history are
also touched upon, such as  the
age-old rivalry between Siena and
Florence and the battle of
Monteaperti.

Born in England to Italian
parents, Castagno moved to
Tuscany when he was 10.  He is a
local chiantigiano and member of
the Bruco (Caterpillar) contrada -
one of 17 city wards in Siena that

participate in the plio, a horse race.
His company, Chianti Rooster
Tours, has been guiding tourists in
the Chianti region for more than 10
years.  A modern-day Renaissance
man, he also produces documenta-
ries, exports extra-virgin olive oil
and works with the restored medi-
eval hamlet
of Relais
Borgo
Scopeto.
His co-
author,
Robert
Rodi, is a
fiction
writer who
lives in
Chicago.

Continued from page 23.

Beginning with the next issue of the
Newsletter, we will be featuring STORIESSTORIESSTORIESSTORIESSTORIES
of the Founding Members of L’Unioneof the Founding Members of L’Unioneof the Founding Members of L’Unioneof the Founding Members of L’Unioneof the Founding Members of L’Unione
Italiana.Italiana.Italiana.Italiana.Italiana.  We think you will enjoy these
stories, along with photos we were able to
collect. Their amazing adventures, resulting
from their brave decision to begin life anew
in America, will be inspiring and
entertaining.  The first story will feature
L’Unione’s First President, A. B. Filogamo,
whose son and grandson have so graciously
shared the memorabilia you will see.

We encourage all of you to HELP USHELP USHELP USHELP USHELP US
in this corroborative effort to bring the history
of our ancestors to the present members.
Please call Gilda Capitano, Barbara Pool or
Joe Caltagirone to coordinate gathering this
important information, which will be entered
into our Archives.   Grazie!!

Roberto studied Italian at L’Universita di
Bologna in Bologna, Italy.  You will enjoy
his passionate and entertaining Presenta-
tion of the beautiful Italian Language and

Culture.

ANNOUNCING….ANNOUNCING….ANNOUNCING….ANNOUNCING….ANNOUNCING….
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BP Amoco Sorrento Cheese
Brown-Forman (Bolla) Sweetbay Supermarket
Carrabba’s Italian Grill The Bromley Companies
Century Auto Mall - Kia The Radiant Group LLC
Clear Channel The Tampa Tribune
Colonial Bank Thomas Financial Group
Peroni Vigo Importing

Festa Sponsors 2008
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Ybor City Development Corporation

                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Boza & Roel Funeral Home Norris & Samon Pump Service
CGM Services Pepin Distributing
Dunkin’ Brands Premier Beverage
Hill, Ward & Henderson Reeves Import Motor Cars
Hilton Gerden Inn Southern/Trans-Atlantic/Coastal
Marathon Oil Company Sunny Florida Dairy
Martino Mortgages US Ameribank
Mastro Subaru Valencia Stone
National Distributing Co., Inc. Waste Management

Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Ancestry.com Morrick Construction Inc.
Mark Bentley Motiva Enterprises LLC
Busto Plumbing Oliva Tobacco Co.
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Paverworks
Coca Cola of Florida Platinum Bank
Corral Wodiska Partnership Professional Insurance Center
Creative Products Screen PrintersRisser Oil Corp
DMD Properties San Pellegrino
Ed Morse Cadillac Seven One Seven Parking
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker Shell Oil Products US
Geico Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
GMP Inc. Swope, Rodante P.A.
Golf Coast Transportation Tampa Electric Company
Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC The FGS Group
JMP Solutions The Fone Connection
La Tropicana Inc. Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Mavilo Wholesalers UTEK Corporation
Milberg Weiss LLP Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.

Yellow Cab

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Malcolm Pirnie
AEC Services, Inc. Paul Ferlita, CPA
Automated Petroleum & Energy Publix Charities
BC Frye’s Pro Shop Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Caldeco Mechanical Services Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc.
Centro Ybor Sun Trust Bank
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Tampa Digital Studios
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.Universal Structures, Inc.
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Bennie Lazzara, Jr.
Hillsborough Comunity College Mr. Felix Cannella, Jr.
Hunt Douglas Violet Rodriguez
Lykes Insurance Ultra Pure Bottled Water, Inc.

AMICI

Agliano & Associates, Inc. Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc.
Design Interiors Don Pellegrino MBA P.A.
EBI Surveying Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Florida Real Estate Assoc. The Donaldson Family
Florida Ship Supply Frank Sanchez

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Armani’s - Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay La Creperia Cafe
Beaune’s Wine Bar Luigi’s Catering
Bellisimo Restaurant Maggiano’s Little Italy
Bernini of Ybor Massimos Eclectic Fine Dining
Caffé Paradiso MMSI Espresso Service
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Catering by Cox Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Catering by Design, Inc. Sacino’s Formal Wear
Catering by the Family Sonny’s BBQ
Columbia Restaurant Spaghetti Warehouse
Czar StoneChef Caterers
Delectables Fine Catering Tampa Bay Brewery Co.
Green Iguana Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
Iavarone’s Steakhouse Wayl of a Time
Italian Kitchen Cafe

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.



PAGE 27

MAY/JUNE 2008

Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

ANGELINA CAPITANO
Evelyn Capitano Ferreri
Connie & Joe Sedita

ANNETTE GESSELLI
Dora & Joe Caltagirone

ANGELINA MAGGIO
Connie & Joe Sedita

JOSEPH A. MAGLIATO
Connie & Joe Sedita

GRACE MARTINO
Tom P. & Karen Martino &
Family

SISTER YOLANDA
SALGADO
Nelson Caporice

DR. LAWRENCE WORDEN,
SR.
Carmen & Tony Manali

JOHN PROVENZANO
Jan & Vincent Pardo

Via Estate

Summer is just around the corner and I feel it is my duty as a fellow
Italian to pass on one of my favorite recipes. It’s for LIMONCELLO, an
Italian lemon liqueur second only to Italy’s #1 drink, Campari.
Personally I like Limoncello much more. The ingredients are few and
preparation is minimum but you will need time because from start to
finish you must let the Limoncello rest for at least 80 days. Trust me, it’s
well worth the wait.

Italian Limoncello
15 Lemons
2 Bottles 100 Proof Vodka (it’s important that it’s 100 proof this way
when storing Limoncello in the freezer it does turn to ice)
4 cups sugar
5 cups water

Wash the lemons with a vegetable brush and hot water to remove any
reside of pesticides or wax; pat the lemons dry.

Carefully zest the lemons with a zester or vegetable peeler so there is no
white pith on the peel. Note: use only the outer part of the rind. The
white pith will make Limoncello too bitter.

Step One:
In a large glass jar (1 Gallon Jar), add one bottle of vodka: add the lemon
zest as it is zested. Cover the jar and let sit at room temperature for at
least (10) days and up to (40) days in a cool dark place. The longer it
rests, the better the taste will be (no need to stir just wait.) As the
Limoncello sits, it takes on the flavor and rich yellow color of the lemon
zest.

Step Two:
In a large saucepan, combine the sugar and water; cook until thickened,
approximately 5 to 7 minutes. Let the syrup cool before adding it to the
Limoncello mixture. Add to the Limoncello mixture from Step One. Add
the additional bottle of vodka. Allow it to rest for another 10 to 40 days.

Step Three:
After the rest period, strain and bottle, discarding the lemon zest. Keep in
the freezer until ready to serve.

So this summer make sure you take the time to sip some Limoncello
with your family and friends. “Brinda Alla Doce Vita”

Tom Martino, President
Italian Club Cemetery, Inc.
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Frank & Liz Accurso
Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi Maroccia
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Frank David & Christina Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick  Capitano
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Laura DeLucia
Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Carol Olive
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti


