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The mission of L’Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and heritage of the Italian Community
and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning memorial to the working class immigrants.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

JULY 27 - SUNDAY
      FAMILY
      DINNER

AUG. 7 - SMOKER

AUG. 17 -  SUNDAY
FAMILY
DINNER

SEPT. 21 - SUNDAY
       FAMILY
       DINNER

OCT. 5 - OPERA &
   PASTA
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Continued on page 3.

The Founding Fathers
of L’Unione Italiana: The
Stories Behind the Men

By Barbara Denti Pool

Prelude…     It was the end of a
beautiful but exhausting
day…Sunday, the last day of Festa
Italiana, 2008.  I was trying
unsuccessfully to close up our
Museum and Gift Shop at 6:30
p.m., as people just kept filing into
the little room, still wanting to buy
that something special.  Suddenly
an older gentleman with crinkling,
twinkling eyes, said he was looking
for a photograph of “my Daddy, the
First President of the Club.” Dio
mio! My attention riveted
immediately and fully upon Mr.
Martin Phillips, and his lovely
great-niece, Sharon.  And so begins
this story! The surname “Phillips”
kind of threw me off, but more
about names later.  You are now
reading the story of his father,
Adolfo Bartholomeo Filogamo.
Martin, along with Phil (his
brother) and Dave (his son), have
graciously provided their fond
recollections and family
memorabilia for this story.  It has
been a pleasure and indeed an
honor to meet and interview this
wonderful family of Signore
Filogamo (1866-1945).

Local History…
We’ve all heard about the
incredible exodus of Sicilian,
Italian, and Spanish immigrants to
America at the turn of the
nineteenth century…the
astonishing fact is that more than 2
million people from the Island of
Sicily had arrived in this country
between 1880 and 1920!  Those
who arrived in Ybor City in the late
1800s created what is now a
National Historical Landmark
District, one of only two in the
State of Florida.  The 1880 U. S.
Census figures report that there
were merely 720 inhabitants in the
tropical wilderness of the environs
of Tampa, Florida.  That number
grew to nearly 38,000 people by
1910.  This is the story of one of

those outstanding and courageous
people, a generation of fearless,
talented entrepreneurial
immigrants.

In the beginning…
Bartolomeo, born on August 20,
1866, to Martino and Flavia
Filogamo, lived in Castellammare
del Golfo, Sicily, where his family
owned and operated a very
successful winery.  They always
assumed that their son, who was an

Adolfo Bartholomeo Filogamo
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President’s Message

By the time you receive this newsletter, summer will have already
arrived.  I know everyone is busy going to the beach and traveling, but I
would like to encourage everyone to participate in the couple of events
our social committee has put together for these next few months.

Sunday, July 27th we will have our first official summer event, a Sunday
Family dinner.  The next event will be a smoker on August 7th followed
by another Sunday Family dinner on August 17th, 2008.  Please see the
newsletter for more information on the first Family dinner.

We have many new members eager to become better acquainted with
the Italian Club family.  Please keep in mind when you are at one of the
Club functions, to introduce yourselves to those you don’t recognize.  It
is very important to make all our new members feel welcomed.  In
doing this we will make the Club a stronger community.  Our new
member chair, Nicole Capitano Nassif, has designed name badges for
her committee as well as the Board of Directors so feel free to introduce
yourself to them.  They are all very knowledgeable of the events taking
place at the Club.

The new member committee hosted a new member reception in June to
welcome our newest members of the Club.  Many current members
attended as well with friends and family members interested in joining
the Club.  There was something for everyone from food, socializing, a
trivia contest and a 50/50 raffle.  I hope you’ll join us at the next
quarterly new members reception!

In May we distributed 3 scholarships to students attending the USF
summer Florence program.  This is the second year the Club has granted
scholarships to this program.  Last year, Dean Crummett from
International Af fairs at USF pledged to match each scholarship we give.
Therefore a total of 6 scholarships were presented the evening of May
15th .  We are very fortunate to be able to partner up with USF in this
endeavor.  The students are very appreciative of the opportunity given
to them, and eager to immerse themselves in the Italian culture.

I hope to see many of you at Happy Hour Friday evenings from 6pm –
9pm!

Ciao!

Sal Guagliardo
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altar boy at Maria SS. Del
Soccorso (which still exists in
Castellammare del Golfo), would
enter the priesthood as was the
custom then….that the firstborn
son would be destined for service
to the Catholic Church.  This,
however, was never the young
man’s intention and as he grew
older he grew stronger in
opposition to that notion;
whereupon, he asked his parents
for his inheritance so that he could
depart for America where he would
build his future.  Reluctantly, after
much agonizing and failure to
dissuade the determined young
man, they agreed to allow him to
leave Sicily to fulfill his dreams.

The Journey…
Bartolo, as he was called in this
country, told his children of his
long and arduous journey, via horse
and wagon, from the village of
Castellammare del Golfo to the
port of Palermo where he
embarked on this journey.  The
ship on which he sailed, the SS
Jason, departed on November 17,
1884 for New Orleans, Louisiana,
United States of America, with
“Passenger #450, Bartholo
Filogamo, 18 year old male,
Sicily”!  This ship’s manifest will
be available in our Guinta Museum
for you to peruse (see if you
recognize any other names).  The
fare was $30 and the ship carried
one-half passengers and one-half
cargo; not very comfortable
accommodations, compared to the
comfort of the home he left in
Sicily.

In relating the story of how
he arrived in this country, Bartolo
told his children that when he
disembarked in the Port of New

Orleans, the immigration agents
said, in this country, we have first,
middle and last names.  Young
Bartholomeo looked around
quickly and noticed an
advertisement on the wall with the
name “Adolfo” upon it—and
Adolfo Bartholomeo Filogamo
would be called “A. B. Filogamo”
or “Bartolo” from that day
forward.  New Orleans was a
bustling, prosperous city and he
quickly realized there were many
opportunities to make money in
this country.  His first job was
working at the docks, unloading
ships.  He was a very intelligent
young man, enterprising to say the
least, and realized that he could
live frugally on his wages and loan
money to his co-workers charging
them “interest” on the money.  It
proved to be quite lucrative and
provided him with enough money
to strike out on another adventure:
the “Gold Find” in Oregon.  This
writer exclaimed, “And he found
gold?”  “No,” Martin told me, “but
he did acquire quite a few
worthless Gold Certificates!”

Life-Altering Decisions…
After that gold seeking adventure,
Bartolo returned to New Orleans
where he experienced an incident
that redesigned his fate.  One
evening he was relaxing at home
on the balcony after a hard days’
work, engrossed in his favorite
pastime – listening to Opera and
whistling.  Yes, whistling…it is
said that he had an incredible
talent to whistle perfectly the arias
from the operas he loved so dearly.
That night a group of local ruffians
broke into his home, wrestled him
to the ground, forcibly pulling
open his jaws in search of a “reed”
they accused him of hiding in his

mouth (which would have made that
beautiful music).  Of course, they
found nothing of the sort and told
him that they had a bet amongst
themselves about the reed, which
they resolved by this assault.
Bartolo decided it was time to leave
New Orleans shortly after this
incident, in light of the violence and
lynchings of Sicilians that were
taking place at that time.  History
reveals that this was a dark time for
our forefathers who were persecuted
by those who perceived the Sicilians
as dangerous immigrants.  There
was even a conspiracy against them
by the local law enforcement in
New Orleans during those years.

Relocation, (“location,
location”)…     He heard about a
settlement in Florida; there was
exciting news about a town in
Florida called Ybor City.  He
relocated in 1889 to this unfamiliar
place where many opportunities
awaited young men with
intelligence, fortitude, artistic and
linguistic abilities, accounting and
business propensities.  That surely
was Bartolo.  He became a
bookkeeper at the Pendas & Alvarez
Cigar Factory where he quickly
befriended Enrique Pendas, one of
the founding members of Centro
Espanol; he then became associated

Continued on page 10.

Phil & Martin Holding Bartolo Portrait
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Welcome New Members!

We would like to welcome our new members and thank their sponsors:

May - June 2008 New Members:
Ronald Atkinson General Spr: Sal Guagliardo
Leonard C. Burrello Senior Spr. Jack Lamb
Michael DiYanni Student Spr. Barbara Denti Pool
Debra & John Genereux Family Spr. Rosalie Gossett
Kari Grimaldi Benefactor Spr. Joseph Capitano, Sr.
Philip R. Lazzara General Spr: Ralph Lazzara III
Christine Licata de la Grana General Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Sylvia & John Martinez Family Spr. Tommy Stevens
Brook Negusei Individual Spr. Nicole Capitano Nassif
Anthony & Marla Pellicone Benefactor Spr: Violet Rodriguez
Rosemary Spoto Priede Senior Spr. Helen Piazza
William E. Rumph, III General Spr: Sal Guagliardo

L’Unione Italiana’s June New Member Reception
Trivia Questions

Italy is comprised of how many regions? _________
In what year did Italy win their first World Cup in soccer? ___________
In what region is the capital of Italy located? ____________
What period in history was also known as the Rebirth? _____________________
Who was the first author to write in Italian instead of formal Latin? 
a) Giovanni Boccaccio b) St. Francis of Assisi 
c) Dante Alighieri d) Luigi Pirandello
Which volcano destroyed the city of Pompeii in 79 AD?
a) Stromboli b) Vesuvius 
c) Vulture d) Etna
What year did Italy become a unified nation? 
a) 1947 b) 1776 
c) 1861 d) 1872
Who was the first woman to receive a degree from a university? _______________________
 What work created by Michelangelo is the only one he signed? 
a) Pietà b) Bacchus
c) Sistine Ceiling d) David
Who was Italy’s last king? ________________ Continued on page 5.
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The city of Rome is built on how many hills? _________________
Who said Veni, Vedi, Vici? 
       Sal Guagliardo b) Nero 
  c) Julius Caesar d) Cicero
13.)  What popular game did the Romans call tabula? 
    Backgammon b) Checkers 
c) Bocce d) Chess
14.) What Italian film queen’s birth name was Sofia Scicolone? _______________________

Continued from page 4.

Italian Recipe Corner
Risotto with Parmigiano-Reggiano Cheese

Ingr edients:
5 cups (about) chicken broth
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
1 and 1/2 cups finely chopped onion
1 and 1/2 cups Arborio rice
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese
2 tablespoons chopped fresh Italian parsley
Shaved Parmesan cheese

Dir ections:
Bring broth to boil in medium saucepan. Reduce heat to low; cover saucepan.
Melt 2 tablespoons butter in heavy medium saucepan over medium-low heat.
Add onion; saute until very tender but not brown, about 15 minutes.
Increase heat to medium. Add rice and stir 1 minute.
Add 1 and 1/2 cups warm broth. Boil gently until broth is absorbed, stirring frequently.
Add another 1 cup broth; stir until broth is absorbed.
Add remaining 2 and 1/2 cups broth, 1/2 cup at a time, allowing broth to be absorbed before
adding more and stirring frequently until rice is tender and mixture is creamy, about 25 minutes.
Stir in 2 tablespoons butter and 1 cup grated cheese.
Season with salt and pepper. Transfer to bowl.
Sprinkle with parsley and shaved Parmesan cheese. Makes 4 first-course or 6 side-dish
servings.

15.)  Pasta “aglio e olio” traditionally uses what two ingredients?____________________________

Questions taken from www.italiansrus.com

The answers to the trivia questions can be found on page 26.

a)

a)
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Handsome New Member Joins the Italian ClubHandsome New Member Joins the Italian ClubHandsome New Member Joins the Italian ClubHandsome New Member Joins the Italian ClubHandsome New Member Joins the Italian Club
Report from:  Gilda Ferlita Capitano, Cultural Chair

     We do not know his name….yet.  He is very handsome,
mysterious, with an aura of power! Majestically, he will stand in
our lobby or Giunta Museum….as soon as Barbara & I can
resolute the proper placement for this handsome knight who is a
marionette. He does not speak unless one touches him and makes
him come to life. At one time these marionettes were the political
voice of the time, such as our newspaper and T.V. are today.  He
belongs to the realm of Charlemagne’s Knights’, as Orlando
Furioso and Tancredi.  It was donated by the Manteo Family,
known for their Marionette Theater in the New York area.
     Deborah Manteo Aiello, along with her husband and her
mother, Mrs. Manteo, were present at the Board of Directors
Meeting on June 19, 2008, to personally, present this handsome
relic to the Italian Club.  Manteo family, please know how
grateful we are for such a precious gift.  We sincerely thank you
and will invite you for the unveiling of the marionette in the near
future.
     In our next Italian Club Members News-Magazine, we will
feature a complete storycomplete storycomplete storycomplete storycomplete story  on the Manteo Theatre, how the Manteo
family emigrated from Sicily to Argentina to New York.  Now,
the dying art of the marionettes can be seen even if just for a visit
and not a show, at our Club House. He is large and heavy!
Members, you will be the first to know when this project is complete for showing.
 Again, Grazie Tanto alla Famiglia Manteo.

Sicilian Dialects
Lecture

On May 4, 2008, Dr.
Susan M. Taylor presented a
lecture entitled “The Survival of
the Sicilian Dialect of Tampa,
Florida” at the Italian Club. 
More than 90 attendees were
captivated by Dr. Taylor’s
presentation and participated in a
lively discussion during the open
forum. Dr. Taylor presented: an
overview of the languages and
cultures that were the precursors
to Sicilian dialects; a discussion

regarding the distinction
between dialects and languages;
a diagram of the ancestry that
ultimately formed the Sicilian
culture; and the factors which
contributed to the continued use
of the dialects in Ybor City and
West Tampa. 

The lecture is part of the
Sicilians in Tampa – Unfolding
the Journey program series that
complements the exhibit,

running through December 31,
2008 at the Ybor City Museum
State Park, 1818 East 9th
Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605, 813-
247-6323

Chantal Ruilova Hevia
Ybor City Museum Society
2009 Angel Oliva Senior Street
Tampa, FL 33605-4010
813.247.1434
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“Chairman of the Board ”
 
The new Chair of the Ybor City Chamber of Commerce is our very own member and Chair of our Festa Italiana,
Joseph Capitano, Jr.  This is a volunteer job & he owns it for 12 months.
 
Many friends and relatives were present to see him inducted into the Chamber and to hear his acceptance speech
at the Columbia Restaurant on June 10, 2008.  His theme was:  “We are Ybor”.  Please read the following
synopsis from his speech:

He seems to want us to understand that we work & play in Historical Ybor.  Therefore, let us give this positive
message to our friends & family alike.  After all… “We are Ybor”.

Joe, Jr, we congratulate you and wish you the very best for the up coming year as Chair.  We are here to
help you in any way.  Your friends at the Italian Club

...I am proud to carry-on the legacy of community service established by my parents and grandparents.
WE ARE YBOR - This will be my theme this year - one I hope that will be echoed by others in our

community.  We are Ybor City’s true ambassadors and only we can change negative perceptions of Ybor City
into a positive reality.

When you overhear a disparaging remark, remind people that you work and play in Ybor and feel safe
here
Remind them of Ybor’s convenient parking garages, new City “pay and display” meters and that street
meters have been removed
Invite a detractor to have a cup of cafe con leche or lunch cafe side and see Ybor for themselves
Spread the word to your family, friends and employees about the variety of things to do in Ybor
Remind everyone with whom you come in contact of Ybor City’s charm, culture, dining and entertain-

ment.  Let them know that we are fast becoming a well-rounded community with retail, professional offices and
residential condominiums, as well as a great place to celebrate.

I look forward to working with my fellow officers, Board of Directors, staff and member businesses.  And
remember - We Are Ybor!...

Joseph Capitano, Jr. with grand-
father Nick Capitano & Father,

Joseph Capitano, Sr.
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Human Interest
Article

Joseph Capitano, Jr.

By Ralph Lazzara, III

Joseph Capitano, Jr., is a
Tampa native, born August 25,
1966.  Joe is the son of Gilda and
Joe Capitano, Sr., and the grandson
of Angie and Nick Capitano.  He is
proud to be the brother of Nick,
Frank David, Celeste, Maria, and
Nicole.  Joe attended St. Lawrence
Catholic School, where he remains
an active member of the parish, and
graduated from Jesuit High School,
in 1984.  While earning a Bachelor
of Science degree in Accounting
from the University of South
Florida, Joe also worked in the
family business.

Upon graduating from
college, Joe ventured out on his
own in 1998 and opened Gio’s bar
and restaurant in downtown
Tampa.  While he enjoyed the
diversity and experience gained
from this industry, after 4 years,
Joe felt the oil running through his
veins and joined his father and
grandfather at Radiant Oil
Company.  Today, Joe serves along
with his brother Frank David, as
Co-Managing Member of The
Radiant Group, LLC.  The Radiant
Group employs approximately 300
associates, markets and distributes
gasoline to over 100 gas stations in
numerous counties throughout
Central Florida, and owns and
operates a chain of 14 Radiant
Food Stores.

Although the demands of
his own business are enough to

keep anyone
busy, Joe
makes time
to share his
knowledge
with others,
while also
continuing
his
professional

as its Chairman.  He is an active
member of the Ybor community,
having served various special
committees relating to growth and
business development.  He is
generally regarded as a respected
voice of reason who passionately
exercises his intellectual curiosity
to challenge the status quo in an
effort to see Ybor City reach its
optimal potential.  In 2002, he
received The Ybor City Optimist
Club’s, Outstanding Ybor City
Citizen of the Year Award.

Joe’s largest contribution to
Ybor City has been centered
around the Italian Club of Tampa,
where he has served on the Board
of Directors since 1996, first as an
elected member and currently as an
Advisory Board member.  Joe was
instrumental in the re-birth of Festa
Italiana, for which he has served as
Chairman since 1998.  With Joe’s
vision and leadership, Festa Italiana
has grown to become one of
Tampa’s most popular cultural
family events attracting crowds in
excess of twenty thousand to
Ybor’s Centennial Park.  Over the
past 11 years, Festa has raised over
$1 million to assist the Italian Club
with its renovation and
stabilization efforts.  In addition to
the monetary benefits,   Festa has
served to highlight and preserve the
Italian culture, bringing families
and friends together to celebrate the
Italian traditions upon which Ybor
City was founded.

Joe fosters his passion for
community service to his staff at
Radiant.  Both he and his staff
contribute over 3,500 hours to
planning, promoting, and
coordinating Sorrento Cheese Festa
Italiana. He encourages community

development, through his
participation in “TEC” an
organization for CEO’s.  Since
1996, Joe has shared his leadership
and business acumen with his
colleagues, finding satisfaction in
the success of others.

In addition to the
entrepreneurial spirit of the
Capitanos, Joe shares the family’s
affinity for community service and
Ybor City.  Joe was raised to
devote time and energy to the
community, and received The Ybor
City Lions Club Award of
Achievement, in 2006.  As a child,
he loved to go to work with his
father and often followed his father
and uncle around Ybor’s
landmarks.  This may explain why
Joe considers Ybor City his
backyard and why he has
concentrated his efforts on the
revitalization of Ybor.
Professionally, in 1999 he and his
brother Frank spearheaded the
renovation of the Corral Wodiska
Cigar factory for Radiant’s
corporate offices, for which they
have won awards for the historic
preservation.  In 2004, with
Cherokee Associates as partners,
they renovated the historic El
Pasaje Building, once again
relocating their corporate offices.

Joe is on the board of
directors of the Ybor City Chamber
of Commerce and currently serves Continued on page 9.
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based projects, spreading his
goodwill to various organizations.
Central Park Village Youth
Services, Boys & Girls Club,  The
American Diabetes Association and
All Children’s Hospital are a few of
the organizations that have been the
beneficiaries of fund-raisers and
holiday gift drives embraced by Joe
and his team at Radiant. Currently,
Joe is serving to assist Jesuit High
School with its “Honoring Our
Traditions Capital Campaign”.  He
is also a member of the USF
Athletics “Iron Bulls” Boosters and
serves as an advisory board
member to USAmeriBank.

Joe is a member of Palma
Ceia Country Club and Harbour
Island Athletic Club.  In his free
time, Joe enjoys training for
triathlons and traveling.

 Joe is a man who is always
behind the scenes, working for the

community with no need or
expectation of recognition.

During Joe’s term as Chair
of the Ybor Chamber he hopes to
engage all the stakeholders of Ybor
to do their part to make a
difference.  “We are Ybor,”
Capitano says, “It is the vast
collection of caring, creative and
special people that make Ybor truly
unique.  It should be our faces that
the community and media identify
when they think or hear Ybor; it’s
up to us to shift perceptions by
creating positive energy and
spreading the promotional word as
Ambassadors for our cause.”

Joe, along with President
Tom Keating, will also work
closely with the Ybor City
Development Corp in an effort to
better leverage the impact both
organizations can have on the
District.  “Ybor is a real jewel for
all the community,” Capitano

says, “attracting a significant
amount of visitors each year,
second only to Busch Gardens in
Hillsborough County.”

“Over the last 20 years,
many people have given tirelessly
of their resources toward the re-
development and promotional
success of Ybor City; significant
gains have been made and
momentum is building.  Armed
with our rich culture, creative
talent, and landmark status, we
must continue nurturing and
shaping Ybor so that we return it to
its rightful place for all of the
community to savor;  I suggest, it is
incumbent upon all of us to strap
on this endeavor; because after all:
WE ARE YBOR!”

When asked if he had any
political ambitions, Joe
commented, “not at this time”, but
was open to what the future may
hold for him.

Continued from page 8.

Our next Sunday Family Dinner will be July 27, 2008

As usual, the food will reflect the cooking style of a
different region of Italy.

Bring your family.  Bring some friends, or make some new ones.

Join us, 2:00pm to 5:00pm
The Italian Club Ballroom

$15 for adults, $13 for seniors, $10 children 6 to 12 years of age.
(Non-members add $2 to the aforementioned rates.)

Please call the club office
by July 22 to

make your reservation!
(813) 248-3316
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Continued f rom page 3.
with many of the other important
leaders of the day through his
contacts.  Mutual aid societies were
formed to help those immigrants
who streamed to the New World.
Health, hospital, medical and
pharmaceutical needs, along with
social issues were the catalyst for
the creation of Spanish, Cuban and
Italian Mutual Aid organizations.  It
is estimated that between 1890 and
1930, 90% of men in the
community belonged to at least one
of these Societies.  Along with 116
Italian and 8 Spanish immigrant
business and professional leaders in
Ybor City, our Adolfo Bartolomeo
Filogamo founded “ Societa
Italiana Di Mutuo Soccorso”
(Italian Society of Mutual
Assistance) …  L’Unione Italiana.
The club was chartered in April
1894 and he was elected the First
President, serving until 1900.

L’Unione Italiana
Cemetery…     Another major
accomplishment of these Founders
was the procurement of our
beautiful cemetery to better serve
its members.  They even imported
cypress trees, and erected beautiful
grave markers and tombstones with
inset ceramic photographs,
inscribed in Sicilian and Italian
script such as they had in the Old
Country.  Even the poor who could
not afford the burial costs were
given a proper and respectful burial
along with a procession of
mourners from the community
along Seventh Avenue to their final
resting place in our cemetery.

Along the way…     In the
organizational and early years, the
Club meetings were held in the
homes and businesses of the
leaders of the community.   The

dues were $1.25 per month, which
included insurance and medical
expenses and religiously paid by all
members, usually before any of
their other monthly expenses were
paid.  Meticulous records were kept
and eventually enough capital was
obtained to build the first
                         edifice as described
by some residents on Seventh
Avenue, across from our present
Italian Club building.  The $40,000
neo classical three-story building
was dedicated on Columbus Day in
1912 and was “home” to our
members.  It had an auditorium, a
gymnasium, theatre and balcony.
Three years after its dedication, it
tragically burned to ruin.  Only the
six metal columns across the street
remain to this day.  Construction on
the new L’Unione Italiana began in
April 1917 at a cost of $80,000 and
is our revered, present location
across the street from the ill-fated
first structure.

The New Family…
Bartolo was a handsome,
financially solvent and eligible
bachelor when, at the age of 44, he
met and married Miss Marika -
Athanasaw in 1910.  She was a
very young and comely Greek-
English lady. She was from a
prominent family and was an
accomplished seamstress at the
time.  Marika spoke fluent Spanish
and Italian, but Bartolo forbade her
to speak anything except English to
their children as he was adamant
that America was now their
homeland!  They began their
family, built their first home and
eventually had four children:
Flavia, Caterina, Phil and Martin.
The marriage ended in an amicable
divorce in 1922 but the family
never became estranged.  Both

daughters have since passed away.
Marika’s father died in a tragic
train accident in Ybor City, but her
mother remained very close to the
young family.   They spent many
happy summers with their maternal
Grandma Tucker.  Phil and Martin
have many fond memories of their
childhood and still remember the
houses AND the addresses where
they grew up as the Filogamo
family!

After learning the cigar
business and selling the finest
cigars, Bartolo bought his own
cigar factory in West Tampa, which
still stands today.  The ”A. B.
Filogamo” business card is
illustrated below.  He had business
cards made for his wife, Marika, in
the same fashion.  Hers said “…I
can custom make the perfect dress
for you…That’s My Business.”
Her dressmaking shop was located
on what is now Kennedy Boulevard
in a large building near the
Hillsborough River.  She employed
several seamstresses and had a very
successful business.

clubhouse, an
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Front and back of Signore Filogamo’s business card.

Phil (as he is now named)
recalls as a young, adventurous lad
of 7 years old, climbing into his
mother’s car parked at the dress
shop, pretending to “drive” and
accidentally releasing the gears
that allowed the car to begin
drifting down the embankment
toward the river.  Luckily some
young men were sitting on the
bank and managed to stop the car
and save the boy!

One of our present
members, Joe Caltagirone, fondly
recalls seeing Signore Filogamo at
his office on Seventh Avenue
where he worked for Philip Licata
(the 3rd President of L’Unione) and
waving to him when Joe and his
father strolled along the Avenue,
hand in hand, as they often did
back then.  Joe remembers Signore
Filogamo as a friendly and
pleasant man who had great
respect from all of the community.

Bartolo’s siblings were
Vincent (who stayed in Sicily),
Caterina, Domingo and Louis
Filogamo.  Eventually, Bartolo
brought Domingo and Louis to
this country and Caterina married
and emigrated later.  The Phillips
family has visited their Filogamo
family in Sicily several times and
“found” their other emigrated

family members in Brooklyn,
New York; the families remain in
contact.

“What’s in a Name?” …
Let me take a moment to explain
the name change of the family
from Filogamo to Phillips.  Both
Martin (now 88 years of age) and
Phil (90) related the terrible
experiences they had growing up
with classmates making “fun” of
their Italian name; that it was too
hard to say or to remember.  Even
as adults, including during
Martin’s Navy military service,
the name was supposedly hard to
remember and pronounce.
Conveniently, Phil’s wife worked
for a lawyer in the 1940s who
offered to change the family name
to “Philllips” for them.  With the
blessing of Bartolo, the family
surname was changed to
“Phillips” and Louis Martin
Filogamo became known as Louis
Martin Phillips; Adolfo Bartolo
Filogamo, Jr. became known as
Allen Bart “Phil” Phillips; Ronald
David Filogamo (Martin’s son
who now lives near Baton Rouge,
LA) is now Dave Phillips.  During
their visits to the Club to meet
with the writer, all of these
wonderful relatives of our First

President, decided to honor their
father and grandfather with engraved
sidewalk pavers which are being
inscribed on the sidewalk in the front
of our building. ~~~~

Signore Filogamo attained
great respect among his peers and the
community he served.  Among his
honors is the title “Cousin of the
King” bestowed on him by Italy’s
King Vittorio Emanuel III, in
recognition of his service to the
advancement and accomplishments
of Italians in the United States of
America.

~~~~BUT THE ULTIMATE
HONOR comes with the decision of
the family to bring “Papagamo”
Bartolo back to his beloved Italian
community!!   Upon his death in
1945, he was laid to rest in
Woodlawn Cemetery.  Dave and his
father,  Martin , are making
arrangements to relocate and inter
Adolfo Bartolomeo Filogamo in our
beautiful L’Unione Italiana
Cemetery when the arrangements
can be finalized.  The Club
membership will be notified of this
extraordinary undertaking as
developments progress in this
process.  It is indeed a fitting tribute
to both Signore Filogamo and
L’Unione Italiana.~~~~~~~ Fine
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     “Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em.”

     “…and yes, we got ‘em.”

Thursday August 7, 6:00pm to 9:00pm, The Italian Club Cantina.
Enjoy an evening that celebrates one of the luxuries of life that helped build Tampa
and Ybor City.  Certainly, many of the members of our club helped build that
industry and made Tampa the Cigar City.

$25 entrance fee will include:

Meet Arturo Fuente Sr. and Arturo Fuente Jr. of Tampa Sweethearts Cigar Co.
Throw a domino or two.  Enjoy the camaraderie.
Watch your email and mailbox for more details.

Due to the limited capacity of this event, you MUST call the office by August 4th

to RSVP in advance.  (813) 248-3316

Pay in full by July 24 and receive a 10% discount!!!

Two Arturo Fuente ciagrs

Buffet dinner

Premium Scotch sampling
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Campo Italiano Purpose
 The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc. hosts Campo Italiano each year for the purpose of

educating the youth about the Italian culture.  It is our desire and goal that all children will gain
an awareness of Italy’s culture and will have a love of Italy as we do.

We have done it again!  A fun and educational program was held from June 16-20.  Children
and adults enjoyed this super week!

E’stata molto bravo!

Campo Italiano Committee
Director:  Rosalie C. Perrone,  Assts. Katie Miliziano and Tessie Raymondo
Music:  James Leone
Dance:  Mary Frances Granell
Language:  Barbara Pool and Nuccia Hinckley
Storytelling;  Nora Lamb
Arts and Crafts:  Joanna Bernaldo, Crochet:  Mary Caltagirone
Cooking:  Patricia Heath
Traditions e Pui:  Marie Cusmano

Adult Helpers
 Roseann Ligori, Josie Moreno, Maria Piazza, Katie Lorenzo, Mary Jane Ramos, Dottie Smay,
Gilda Capitano, Celeste Lazzara, Cynthia Castillo, Cathy Pacheco, Lucy Herman,
Guest teachers:  Angelo Piazzo, Dr. John Miliziano, Joe Teston, Cindy Zenick.

Special Note
All lesson were fun and educational, emphasizing ItalianVocabulary and Customs.
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                                    I talian Club Ladies Auxiliary, I nc.

Sponsors

 

Anthony Nicholas Cotignola
Bee and Vincent Nuccio

Roma Pizza
Cynthia Castillo
Aprile Farms, Inc.

Kenneth and Madlein Ferlita
Costa Motors

Busto Plumbing
QueenBees ®

Joe and Dora Caltagirone
The Piazza Family
Fran Costantino

Festa Italiana
The Luigi Coco Family
Vince and Jan Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Shopscissors.com

Jr. Assistants
Caryne Perrone                                     Alexa Castellano
Chelsea Fredrickson                            Sebastian Scalise

Allison Callison

Special Thanks to:
Waylon, Italian Club Caterer, Cheryl Nelson, Alice Mueller,

Marie Cusmano and Sal Guagliardo

Jack Lamb Hills. County School Board - District 3
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Ladies Auxiliary News
October 18, Saturday –  Italian American Women of Excellence
December 14, Sunday –  Santa Lucia

Help is needed in the Italian Club Gift Shop.  If you are available to work any
Saturday, please contact Alice at 248-3316.  Your help is greatly appreciated.

Cut out this calendar and save it!   

L’Unione Italiana Social Calendar:
July 27, Sunday – Family Dinner
August 7, Thursday – Cigar smoker
August 17, Sunday – Family Dinner
September 17, Wednesday – Ybor City Museum Society Symposium

September 21, Sunday – Family Dinner
October 5, Sunday – Opera and Pasta
October 25, Saturday – Guavaween
November 8, Saturday – Cemetery Clean-up Day
November 9, Sunday – Picnic with the Past
December 18, Thursday – Club Holiday Party

More details and events coming soon.  Check your mailbox, email, and the
newsletter for more details.
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Italian Club Members: Plan Ahead and Stay Independent
 
*The Italian Club has applied and been granted a 5% discount with John Hancock Life
Insurance,  which is available not only to club members but their families as well.  John
Hancock is one of the leaders in the industry.
 
You save money, make sound investments and buy insurance policies to protect your possessions. But
with all you’ve done to secure your financial future, if you haven’t planned for long term care, you may
be at risk for losing everything you’ve worked so hard for.
 
Someday you may not be as independent as you are today. You may need assistance.
Who will you turn to for help? Your family has busy lives and you don’t want to be a burden. The
government only helps after you give up most of your savings and assets to qualify for the Medicaid
welfare program.
 
You may have to pay someone to provide your care whether at home, an adult day care center, assisted
living facility or nursing home. Currently, according to industry surveys, the average annual cost for
nursing home care is about $70,000.  Home health care costs average about $20,000 per year.
 
And not only is the cost high, but so is the risk of needing this type of care. It is expected that 60% of
Americans who reach age 65 may need long term care at some point in their lives.
 
Let us help you get the facts you need to put your own plan in place and protect all that is important to
you. We represent all of the best rated companies and can design custom coverage to suit your personal
needs and budget – free of charge.
Please contact me if you would like to schedule some time to talk. I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Best regards,
  
Robert Fox, CFP                                                  Douglas Mortellaro, CPA                  
www.suncoastwealth.com              Treasurer, Italian Club of Tampa, Inc.
813-949-3800
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Italian Club and
University of South Florida

Cultural report from:  Gilda F. Capitano

The Italian Club and University of South Florida’s
Department of International Af fairs, have joined
positive forces again to help students achieve their
dream of attending school in Florence, Italy for summer
of 2008.  The Board of Directors of Italian Club gave
checks to three students amounting to $1,500 each.
Maria de Los Angeles Crummitt, Dean of International
Affairs, matched the Club’s amount.  Therefore U.S.F.
gave to three more students, making this a total of six
students.  The winners were chosen from essays written
by each student answering a question:
 “Why I want to study in Italy?” The winners were:
Yuliana DiPierro, Lisa Urgo, Casey Kochey, Jim Miller,
Victoria Skelley, Megan Orendorf.
Phillip Sipiora, Ph. D., of English and Film Studies, from U.S. F., works closely with the students since he is a
representative of U.S.F. at Santa Raparata, in Firenze.
Members be proud of this rising to the occasion to help students study in Italia.
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Ancora una volta fra le
braccia della bella

Firenze

By Phillip Sipiora

If it is early summer, it is time
to once again to be drawn into the
warm embrace of Italy. Each year,
toward the end of May, I am honored
to lead approximately 100 students
to Florence for USF’s first summer
session of six weeks.

The Italian Club of Tampa,
led by President Sal Guarliardo, has
for the second year in a row most
generously lent its support to students
participating in the Florence
Program. Three students of Italian
heritage received scholarship of
$1,500 each: Casey Kochey,
Yuliana Di Pierro, and Lisa Urgo.

USF Dean Maris Crummett,
head of the International Af fairs
Center, generously matched these
scholarships with three additional,
equal awards to: Jim Miller , Megan
Orendorf, and Victoria Skelley. The
lives of six students have been
changed forever because of the
magnanimous leadership of Mr.
Guarliardo and Dr. Crummett. I am
most grateful to them, as are the
recipients.

Our Students arrive in
Florence on or before May 20. This
year there are slightly fewer than one
hundred. We brought five faculty and
we hire four Florentine Italian
language professors. Our students
require a full twenty-four hours to get
settled in their apartments, get some
rest, and be fresh for our orientations.
Students are assisted into their
apartments by staff members of Santa
Reparata (our host institution) and
Jim Pulos, USF Assistant Director of

Education Abroad, who is
indefatigable in helping students, not
only in locating their apartments, but
also in explaining to them the
complexities of Florentine plumbing,
electricity, kitchens, bathrooms, and
culture in general.

This year is my fifth
consecutive year as USF Italy
Summer Program Director. It is a
position that gives me many rewards,
the most important of which is
working with students whose lives
are forever enriched by living in and
learning about Italy and its endless
beauty and mysteries. Florence is the
cradle of the Italian Renaissance and
our students are in for some
breathtaking experiences. If all goes
as it should, they will leave Italy
having significantly grown
intellectually and culturally over six
or twelve weeks.

Each year I am deeply moved
by changes I see—not only in
Florence but in Italy—and I have
worked and lived in Florence,
intermittently, for decades. A “new
“Florence greets me each year.

Like all strategic Italian
cities, it is not possible for Florence
to remain static, especially in the
wake of dramatic changes in
communication technology and
travel availability over the past
generation. The internet is
everywhere, of course, and with it
comes American culture. Amerigo
Vespuccio Aeroporto is truly
international as more than half of all
flights are to and from other
European countries. Internet cafès
and “wi-fi” sites are ubiquitous. The
two most recognizable expressions
in the world are “OK” and “Coca
Cola.”

We encourage our students to
engage Florentine culture from the

first day. We want them to shop in
non-tourist neighborhoods, which
are not far from their apartments and
our campus. Florence, in my view, is
more of a village than a city. The “city
center” can be traversed in less than
an hour. Students are encouraged to
use whatever Italian they know, even
if their knowledge words are limited
to “Buon giorno, “Buona sera,” “ Mi
scusi, dov’è il bagno?“ Quanta costa,
per favore?” We remind them that
Italian shopkeepers generally have
friendly dispositions and are used to
greeting customers (and being
greeted) before conducting business.
A polite, unhurried welcome goes a
long way in Italy.

Time moves more slowly in
Italy than in America. Most Italians
are aware of this difference but many
Americans, especially students, are
unaware of cultural differences in
time. Italians often think of
Americans as always in a hurry.
Indeed, many of us do lead hurried
lives. I certainly do. We rush to
stores, conduct our business, and get
on with our day. We often see
functionary activities (shopping,
banking, gas station stops, haircuts,
and so forth) as “to do” items. These
mundane events are important to our
lives in that they must be done. The
time they take to complete is
considered lost time, however
necessary, by many people.

Many Italians view their
expenditure of time a little
dif ferently. Even more so than
Americans, much of their day is filled
with mundane tasks that often take
longer than in America. In Florence,
for example, a shopping trip to
Esselunga or Standa may take 45
minutes or more, depending on
distance traversed (on foot). In

Continued on page 20.
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Tampa, a comparable trip to Publix
takes half that time. Italian check out
lines are almost always much longer
than American lines. They call them
“cues,” a term used all across Europe

Because Italians spend
significant time in functionary
activities, these trips take on
additional meanings. A visit to a
rosticceria (roasted food), cartoleria
(stationery story), or pelletteria
(leather goods store) is a social
transaction as well as a business
purchase. Whether consumer or
proprietor know each other or not,
social conversation always precedes
any transaction. Only foreigners walk
into shops and conduct business with
no prefatory greeting or “small talk”
(Che tempo fa?)

Eating out is relatively
expensive in Italy, taking a sizeable
portion of most workers’ daily pay.
Italians savor dining out and often
make dining experiences two- or
three-hour events. They get their
money’s worth. Italians are often
surprised when foreigners enter a
restaurant and expect to complete
their meals in less than an hour. Most
Italians would not consider a
“rushed” meal as a worthwhile
exchange of value.

And, of course, the European
“afternoon timeout” (pausa pranzo ,
pennichella )  is yet another
manifestation of how different
cultures appropriate time. I know of
no American businesses that close for
one- to three-hour interruptions of
service in the afternoon. In Italy,
many businesses observe this
practice, including doctors offices
and banks. One simply adjusts.

At the student orientation I
encourage students to be “travelers”
rather than “tourists” for the length
of their stay, no matter how short.

What is the difference? A
tourist stays with other tourists, eats
at only tourist restaurants (easily
identifiable by a posted menu
turistico), speaks only in English to
friends and others, and embraces few
challenging opportunities, either with
language or anything else. A traveler,
on the other hand, seeks out local
shops, restaurants, and experienced
travelers attempt to speak some
Italian, no matter how limited.

Above all else, a traveler
attempts to learn and absorb
something of the local culture with
its accompanying social implications
(occasionally political ones, too). A
traveler attends neighborhood events,
including church services (a mass,
wedding, or funeral), or perhaps a
concert at a school or social hall. A
traveler seeks out small shops in
nearby neighborhoods that do not
have many, if any, tourists. The
traveler defines himself or herself
principally by expressing and
nurturing an active cultural and
intellectual curiosity.

Florence is a dynamic,
evolving representation of the new
Italy and the old Italy. Its magnificent
art, churches, historical sites,
museums, and architecture will
always identify Florence as the
world’s premier Renaissance city.
Nothing will change this status and
it is the principal reason why
Florence has been one of the world’s
leading tourist destinations for
centuries.

Yet there is another Florence,
as revealed by a surge (indeed, a
renaissance) of commercial
development, lubricated by an
international mix of businessmen and
women, members of the medical
profession, government workers,
artisans, and academic leaders. On

any given day, there are tens of
thousands of college students in
Florence, an amazing statistic
considering that the population of
Florence is only around 400,000
people. College professors and
students seem to be everywhere.
Medical doctors from around the
world come to Florence to study the
dynamics and processes of local
medical care.

Visitors to Florence often feel
as if they are caught in a time warp.
For example, one might visit the
Basilica di San Miniato al Monte
(one of the highest points in
Florence) and attend a mass chanted
in Latin by Gregorian monks, as they
have for nearly a millennium.
(Construction of the magnificent
church was begun in 1013.)
Descending from “il monte,” a visitor
is confronted by an intoxicating swirl
of new-century development. Men
and women in formal attire head to
their offices on vespas, architects and
engineers pour over construction
plans atop Piazzale Michelangelo,
artists and intellectuals discuss a
myriad of topics conjoining
Florence’s grand past with its
promising future.

I continue to see much to
passionately admire in this beautiful
village and I never ask myself why I
continue to return, year after year,
decade after decade.  I do so for two
main reasons: (1) I take great pride
and pleasure in introducing new
generations of students to the
wonders of this unique opportunity
for international experience; (2) My
life is immeasurably enriched by
each and every trip. Firenze, una città
meravigliosa.  Next column:
Sicilia!Phillip Sipiora is USF
Professor of English and Film
Studies.

Continued from page 19.
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TOURS TO ITALY

See the best of Italy and the town
of your family roots in Abruzzo,

Calabria, Puglia, Sicily, etc.

Customized tours for churches,
clubs, seniors, and family groups

are our specialty.
Call: 1-800-829-2201

www.italianheritagetours.com
e-mail: italiantours@aol.com

Doing tours for 30 years!

Interested in learning Italian?  The Italian Club
is currently offering Beginning and
Intermediate Conversational Italian classes to
our members.  The group of members  meet
under the direction of Christa Fowler who
lived and worked in Italy for over ten years.

The classes take place on Tuesday evenings at
6pm for the beginners and at 7pm for the
intermediate class.

If you are interested in joining the
group please email Christa at
christafowler@hotmail.com

Italian Language
Class

JULY/AUGUST 2008

Glassses of Wine          Forks of Pasta
Plates full of Fun!

Beginners Conversational Italian Classes

In Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties

Where the Learning is Fun!

l Prepare for your vacation
l Reconnect with your Heritage

Enjoy FUN Evenings

Private Lessons and tutoring are also available.  We can meet in your home or in your office at a time
convenient for you.  Instruction is also available with live online lessons via Webcam.

Contact Roberto at
Learn a Language, Inc.

727.866.6892 & www.Learnitalian.us

Roberto studied Italian at L’Universita di Bologna in Bologna, Italy.  You will enjoy his passionate and enter-
taining Presentation of the beautiful Italian Language and Culture.

n

l
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The 2nd Annual
 “Tee Up For Our Troops”
Charity Golf Tournament

September 12, 2008

On Sept. 12, 2008, the 2nd Annual “ Tee Up For Our Troops” Charity Golf Tournament will be  at the

beautiful MacDill Air Force Base golf course.   Our objective is to raise money and awareness to support the
Fisher House, a ‘home away from home’ temporary lodging facility for families of wounded military
members and veterans being treated at the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital.

The Tampa Fisher House, which opened last summer, is a 16,000 sq foot, 21-bedroom home located adjacent to
the hospital where these service members returning from combat areas like Iraq and Afghanistan undergo long,
often difficult recuperation and rehabilitation.  All money raised during the golf tournament will go directly to
the Fisher House which depends on volunteers and voluntary support to enhance its operations and
programs.  Our financial support will provide numerous products and services for the family members visiting
the Fisher House.  Learn more about Fisher House at www.fisherhouse.org.

We invite you to participate in this wonderful, event as a tournament sponsor and/or player.  PaverWorks is
the lead sponsor.  Other sponsors include:  Panera Bread, will donate lunch for the players, Port-A-Pit-Barbecue
will donate the awards dinner.  We have invited last year’s sponsors to join us again:  Pepsi Bottling Company,
Coors Brewing Co. and WQYK Radio.  We have also received pledges from locally owned companies such CD
Thin Pavers & Coping, Circles Bistro, Dallas 1 Corporation, Premier Signs, Timothy Muscaro D.D.S.,
BrightHouse Networks and many others.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
If you decide to participate as a sponsor, your company name will be displayed at a tee, printed in the awards
program, and featured in radio, magazine and tourney announcements.  The cost is $1,000 for a corporate
foursome.  Individuals play for $150.  All golfers will receive lunch from Panera’s, green fees/cart, and all are
invited to the awards dinner.

If you don’t play golf, but know someone who does, please spread the word. Any contribution would be greatly
appreciated. If a tee sponsorship is not possible, please consider gift certificates or in-kind donations for golfers
including gift bags, raffle items, etc.

Please make checks payable to FVVAF, Inc. and include a memo on the check, “FISHER HOUSE TAMPA.”
The Florida Vietnam Veterans Assistance Foundation Inc. (FVVAF) operates under the nonprofit tax exempt
IRS code 501 (c) (3) and receives funds destined for the Fisher House of Tampa.

Ultimately, our goal is to heighten awareness of the needs of servicemen and women returning from overseas.
We hope you can help in some way; if so, please contact Valerie Casey via email:  vocasey1@verizon.net  or
by phone at 813/317-8886.  On behalf of all our wounded warriors — Thank You!

 Valerie Casey
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Beginning in our next newsletter, we will list those
men & women serving in our armed forces at home
and overseas who are members of the Club or those
related to the members of our Club currently
deployed and serving in the armed forces.  Please
contact Kenneth Ferlita (at 813-253-0421) or email
us at  LUnione@Italian-Club.org with the name of
your family member and we will list his or her name
in the Italian Club Newsletter.

Additionally we will add a photograph and brief
news about those serving.  If you would like your
relative featured in our newsletter, please email us
your photo and information that you would like to
share.

Kenneth Ferlita

TONY CALABRO, 2nd LT. U.S. ARMY – IRAQ
(Joe & Philip Caltagirone’s grand-nephew)

A tt ention!
Searching for Family of John Ar curi and Josephine
Castellano

If any reader has information on the family search
below, please contact Rita and copy Vince Pardo at
pardov@aol.com.  Thanks!

Mr. Pardo,
I am looking for information on the Arcuri Family that
includes John Arcuri and Josephine Castellano. Can you
help? Frank Arcuri Jr. is my brother in law.

Thanks,
Rita
RBai947702@aol.com

F amil y Sear ch

Websit e Link
We have added a new link to the Italian Club website on

Sicilian Cooking from Arba Sicula!  Please visit the
website, www.italian-club.org, and click on “Links” on
the left hand side of the screen, you will then click on

Sicilian Cooking from Arba Sicula.  Enjoy!

Look at what these two guys do with their spare
time.  That’s right...eating away at Monstah

Lobstah on Tuesdays, the
“all you can eat night.”

Monstah lobstah participated in this year’s Festa Italiana.

It alian Pr ov erb

“A  chi dai il dito si prende anche il
braccio.”

Give them a finger and they’ll take an arm.

Caught Y a!!



PAGE 24

JULY/AUGUST 2008

06/30/08



JULY/AUGUST 2008

PAGE 25

THE WHITE HOUSE
 

Office of the Press Secretary
                                                                  
     For Immediate Release                            June 2, 2008

 
 ITALIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY, 2008

- - - - - - -

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
 

A PROCLAMATION
  
     On Italian Independence Day, we recognize our friendship with the nation of Italy, and we
celebrate the generations of Italian Americans who have made significant contributions to
our national character.
      June 2, 1946, marks the birth of the Italian Republic, the long-awaited triumph of liberty
and democracy in an ancient land.  Today, Italy is a friend of the United States and an ally of
freedom and peace.  Italians and Americans join together on Italian Independence Day to
commemorate Italy’s independence and celebrate its rich history.
      The people of our two countries share special ties rooted in history, friendship, and family. 
Millions of American citizens have Italian ancestry, and they and their forebears have helped
shape our way of life.  Americans are grateful for the many contributions Italians and Italian
Americans have made to our history and our culture, and we are proud that our nations are allies
in the cause of peace and security around the world.
      In celebrating Italian Independence Day, we commemorate the freedoms our countries hold
dear, and we honor the generations of Italian Americans who came to our shores seeking
opportunity.  They have helped to shape our great Nation and influenced American life for the
better.
      NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby
proclaim June 2, 2008, as Italian Independence Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this
day by celebrating the contributions of Italians and Italian Americans to our Nation.
      IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and thirty-second. 

 GEORGE W. BUSH
  

# # #
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1.  Italy is comprised of 20 regions. They are: Abruzzo, Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, Emilia Romagna, Friuli-
Venezia Giulia, Lazio, Liguria, Lombardy, Marche, Molise, Piedmont, Puglia, Sardinia, Sicily, Trentino-Alto
Adige, Tuscany, Umbria, Val d’Aosta and Veneto.
2.  In 1934 Italy defeated Czechoslovakia 2-1 to win their first World Cup Championship.

4.  The Rebirth, which is more commonly known as the Renaissance period is considered to be the greatest
period in Italian history.
5.  St. Francis of Assisi was the first to write in Italian.
6.  Mount Vesuvius also destroyed the cities Stabiae and Herculaneum.
7.  On March 17, 1861 the United Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed in the city of Turin.
8.  In 1678 Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia successfully completed her examination and was honored with the
title of Master and Doctor of Philosophy from the University of Padua. With that title she received a laurel
crown and an ermine cape.
9.  Initially Michelangelo did not sign the Pietà. It wasn’t until he heard a group of people attribute the work to
other artists. When he heard this he became angry and chiseled his name on the statue. He vowed never to sign
another work.
10.  On May 19, 1946, Vittorio Emmanuel III abdicated his throne in favor of Umberto II. His reign was brief.
On June 2, 1946 the people of Italy voted for a republic.
11.  The names of the hills are: Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiline, Palatine, Quarinal, and Viminal.
12.  Caesar made this famous statement after he defeated Pharnacus at Zela.
13.  Backgammon originated in Mesopotamia and it is the oldest game in recorded history.
14.  Sophia Loren
15. Olive oil and garlic

L’Unione Italiana’s June New Member Reception
Trivia Answers from page 4.

In Memory of Angelo Cacciatore
(“Speedy Brown”)

It was sad news to hear that Angelo
Cacciatore passed away on June 29, 2008
at the age of 90. He was a legend in Ybor
City, and many of us recall his
contributions to the community and to our
L’Unione Italiana. Mr. Cacciatore was the
principal owner/operator of the famous
Silver Ring Cafe from 1947 until 1984.
He was very active in the Italian Club and
served on the Club’s Board of Directors.
We will miss “Speedy Brown”.

Left to right: Phillip Valenti, San Zummo, Frank Setticasi,
Angelo Cacciatore, Vincenzo (Jimmy) Pardo, Jr.

3.  Rome, the capital of Italy, is located in the region of Lazio.  It is also nicknamed The Eternal City.
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Drs. Barker, Lynch, & Hebblewhite D.O.’S
13124 North Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33612

(813)932-5389

«««««««««« Weight Management ««««««««««

What our diet program has to offer
that others may not:

« The  most established diet clinic in Tampa
« Consultation with physician each visit
« Evaluation of dietary status
« Appropriate counseling on proper eating habits,
   exercise, behavior modification and
   medications
« Flexible appointments (including Saturday)
« Affordable Prices
« No Contracts

The Price of the Initial Visit and What it Includes

18-29 years old $75             30 years and older $130
*Consultation with physician     *Consultation with physician
*Laboratory testing  *Laboratory testing
 “executive-type” profile,             “executive-type” profile,
 including thyroid testing             including thyroid testing
*One week medication                *One week medication

 *EKG

The Price of Follow-up Visits and What They Include
*$45 a week
*Consultation with physician each visit
*One week medication

The amount of weight loss depends upon the patient’s caloric intake and level of exercise.



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

BP Amoco Sorrento Cheese
Brown-Forman (Bolla) Sweetbay Supermarket
Carrabba’s Italian Grill The Bromley Companies
Century Auto Mall - Kia The Radiant Group LLC
Clear Channel The Tampa Tribune
Colonial Bank Thomas Financial Group
Peroni Vigo Importing

Festa Sponsors 2008
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Ybor City Development Corporation

                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Boza & Roel Funeral Home Norris & Samon Pump Service
CGM Services Pepin Distributing
Dunkin’ Brands Premier Beverage
Hill, Ward & Henderson Reeves Import Motor Cars
Hilton Gerden Inn Southern/Trans-Atlantic/Coastal
Marathon Oil Company Sunny Florida Dairy
Martino Mortgages US Ameribank
Mastro Subaru Valencia Stone
National Distributing Co., Inc. Veredus Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato Waste Management

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Ancestry.com Morrick Construction Inc.
Mark Bentley Motiva Enterprises LLC
Busto Plumbing Oliva Tobacco Co.
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Paverworks
Coca Cola of Florida Platinum Bank
Corral Wodiska Partnership Professional Insurance Center
Creative Products Screen PrintersRisser Oil Corp
DMD Properties San Pellegrino
Ed Morse Cadillac Seven One Seven Parking
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker Shell Oil Products US
Geico Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
GMP Inc. Swope, Rodante P.A.
Golf Coast Transportation Tampa Electric Company
Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC The FGS Group
JMP Solutions The Fone Connection
La Tropicana Inc. Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Mavilo Wholesalers UTEK Corporation
Milberg Weiss LLP Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.

Yellow Cab

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Malcolm Pirnie
AEC Services, Inc. Paul Ferlita, CPA
Automated Petroleum & Energy Publix Charities
BC Frye’s Pro Shop Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Caldeco Mechanical Services Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc.
Centro Ybor Sun Trust Bank
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Tampa Digital Studios
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.Universal Structures, Inc.
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Bennie Lazzara, Jr.
Hillsborough Comunity College Mr. Felix Cannella, Jr.
Hunt Douglas Violet Rodriguez
Lykes Insurance Ultra Pure Bottled Water, Inc.

AMICI

Agliano & Associates, Inc. Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc.
Design Interiors Don Pellegrino MBA P.A.
EBI Surveying Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Florida Real Estate Assoc. The Donaldson Family
Florida Ship Supply Frank Sanchez

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Armani’s - Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay La Creperia Cafe
Beaune’s Wine Bar Luigi’s Catering
Bellisimo Restaurant Maggiano’s Little Italy
Bernini of Ybor Massimos Eclectic Fine Dining
Caffé Paradiso MMSI Espresso Service
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Catering by Cox Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Catering by Design, Inc. Sacino’s Formal Wear
Catering by the Family Sonny’s BBQ
Columbia Restaurant Spaghetti Warehouse
Czar StoneChef Caterers
Delectables Fine Catering Tampa Bay Brewery Co.
Green Iguana Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
Iavarone’s Steakhouse Wayl of a Time
Italian Kitchen Cafe

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.
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Spanish Lyric Theatre
In co-operation with the

ITALIAN CLUB OF TAMPA

PRESENT

O p e r aO p e r aO p e r aO p e r aO p e r a
andandandandand

Pasta!Pasta!Pasta!Pasta!Pasta!
A fun-filled afternoon of lunch and popular opera selections

SUNDAY OCTOBER 5, 2008
COCKTAILS (CASH BAR)  IN THE CANTINA:  1:30PM

BUFFET LUNCH IN BALLROOM: 2:30 PM
OPERA CONCERT IN BALLROOM: 3:30 – 4:30

GENERAL ADMISSION (LUNCH & SHOW) $40

FOR TICKETS CALL: (813) 936-0217 / (813)248-3316
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“NON TI SCORDAR DI ME”
(FORGET ME NOT)

....Please help the Italian Club maintain its
Mausoleum and Historic Cemetery....

Inscribe the names(s) of your ancestors, descendants and loved ones.

Names will be inscribed on the south interior marble wall of the Mausoleum.  Your contribution
of $150 per line (33 charecters) of inscription will help The Perpetual Care Fund to preserve the beauty

of L’Unione Italiana Cemetery.

PRINT NAME(S) AS YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO APPEAR.
ONLY 33 CHARACTERS PER LINE, INCLUDING SPACES.

1._______________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my contribution of $_________________for _______ inscriptions at $150 each.  Please make
checks payable to “THE ITALIAN CLUB CEMETERY, INC”  c/o Ms. Violet Rodriguez,

3708 Crabcake Circle, Tampa, FL 33603-4500.

NAME______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________STATE___________ZIP CODE____________

DAY TELEPHONE____________________EVENING TELEPHONE__________________

For additional information call (813) 223-9279.

My heartfelt thanks to Grace Campisi for guiding me through this endeavor.
Violet Rodriguez
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

ROSE AMON
Joe & Gilda Capitano, Sr.

ANGELO CACCIATORE
Vince & Jan Pardo

ANTOINETTE CHILLURA
Vince & Jan Pardo

JOHN C GINEX
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Joe & Gilda Capitano, Sr.
Carmen & Tony Manali
Jan & Vincent Pardo

ROSARIO RUSS FERLITA
Mary F. Provenzano

SAM P. FERLITA
Mary F. Provenzano

JOSEPH A. MAGLIATO
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

ANGELO MORMINO
Joe & Dora Caltagirone

FRANK PITISCI
Joe & Dora Caltagirone

JENNIE POLLOCK
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

TONY PROVENZANO
Mary F. Provenzano

JUANITA SALCINES
Vince & Jan Pardo

FRANK URSO
Barbara & Richard Anello
June Gong Chin
Margery & Boris Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore J. Urso

DR. LAWRENCE WORDEN, SR.
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

Dear Members,

As you see on the previous page, we are trying to re-vitalize the Forget
Me Not wall at the cemetery located on the south interior wall of the
Mausoleum.  If you have not already done so, please consider adding
the name(s) of loved ones who have passed on.  This is a great way to
remember them.  The funds raised will also help with the Perpetual
Care Fund.

I would like to thank all of those who attended the Memorial Day Mass,
especially those who donated their time and services.  It is always
important to those who have left us, especially those who sacrifice their
lives so that we may have a better tomorrow.

I hope everyone has a safe and relaxing summer!

Sincerely,
Tom P. Martino
President, Italian Club Cemetery, Inc.

This is an example of one of the
panels from the Forget Me Not

wall.

MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION
CONTRIBUTIONS
Joseph D. & Jannie Antinori
Robert Carnahaam
Daughters of Italy Lodge #2825

Lenore Chicka
Marie Lo Presti

Joyce & Anthony Girgenti
Ybor City Round Table, Inc.

Joe Sedita
Angelo Spicola

Tamborello Partnership
Henry Tamborello, Jr.
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Frank & Liz Accurso
Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
John J. Agliano
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi Maroccia
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Frank David & Christina Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick  Capitano
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Nina & Rosario Ciccarello

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Laura DeLucia
Victor & Mer cedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Sam & Elaine Manna
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Carol Olive
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti


