L 'U nione Italiana
The mission of L?Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture,
traditions and heritage of the Italian Community and to maintain the
historical facility as a functioning memorial to the working class
immigrants. We will support this mission through the dues and
contributions provided by the members, their families, friends, and
government. In return we will add value to the membership by providing
social activities, fellowship, Italian arts and culture; these activities will
provide for growth and stability in the membership, creating a safe and
comfortable environment for both members and employees. As the oldest
historical leader and the voice of the Italian community, we will operate in
an environment characterized by the highest ethical standards and provide
open and honest communication with the members and the community.
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SPECIAL TH AN KS TO
TH E FOLLOWIN G
SUPPORTERS
Don't miss out on these member events taking
place in and around your clubhouse! These
exciting events are hosted and organized by
your own fellow members.

JULY
July 4th - Club Closed
* * July 4th - Shriners International 2016
Imperial Session Parade

SEPTEM BER
September 6th - Ladies Auxiliary Dirty Bingo

DAVIN CI ($500)
Steve & Chris Antinori
Patrick & Cindy Cimino
Eugene & Celeste Greco
Arthur Killian
Bennie & Joyce Lazzara
Jo Ann Palchak P.A.
Darryl Shaw
Joseph and Jennifer M antinoe
BEN EFACTORS ($300)
Sebastian Castellano
Sam & Lynn Colucci
PhilipV. M artino
Joseph N uccio
Sunny Florida Dairy

OCTOBER
October 1st - Dancin' Through Decades
* * October 29th - M arch Of The Pumpkin
King H alloween Parade

N OVEM BER
Date TBD - Ladies Auxiliary Fashion Show
* * N ovember 16th - H oliday Tree Lighting
* * N ovember 19th - 2016 Ybor City Cigar Festival

DECEM BER
December 11th - Santa Lucia
* * December 10th - Snow On 7th Parade

* * - Denotes a event taking place in Ybor City,
but N OT affiliated with the Italian Club
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AATAC
A.J. Grimaldi II
Jay Patrick Anthony
Paul & M argaret Lombardi
John A. Caporice
Pharmacy Administrative Solutions
Pat Antinori
Outdoor America Images
N orm Castellano
Vince & Jan Pardo
Centro Cantina, Inc.
Raymond Rocha
Angeles Ferlita
Silver Ring Cafe
Richard Giunta
M ary and Terry Smith
John & M arcy Green
Ybor City M useum Society

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Ciao A Tutti Italian Club M embers,
As I write this article, today marks the first day of the summer season,
with schools out and many families organizing family vacations and getting out
and enjoying the sun! As you enjoy your summer, visiting with friends and
families, I would ask that you help recruit new members for the Italian Club. In
this edition of our newsletter you will find a membership application to become
a member of the Club. I hope you will share this with a friend, family member,
neighbor, or business, encouraging them to join our club. The membership here
is one big family, and I?d like to make that family grow. Please remember the
Club relies on getting new members and on donations from our current members
and their families in order to keep our mission alive.
As you flip through the pages of this edition, you will see that we have hosted several great events
over the last few months. The Ladies Auxiliary hosted their Annual Themes N Tea in early M ay which filled
the Grand Ballroom with unique and elaborate table decorations, and delicious traditional high tea foods.
The Ladies' hard work on this event truly showed ? the event was a big success. The Ladies had a busy
month of M ay, as they also came together to hold our 13th Annual Campo Italiano. The children spent the
week learning about the Italian culture, language, history, etc. Lastly, thank you to all of you who came out
to the Italian Club Cemetery to commemorate our fallen heroes during the Cemetery Committee?s annual
M emorial Day Service.
I?d also like to remind members that we have brought back our CRUSH H appy H our at the Italian
Club each and every Friday. Enzo & M aria Pardo have been working diligently to create a great atmosphere
in the Club's Cantina with live music, delicious meals, and wonderful drink specials. Enzo and his culinary
team have been working hard in the kitchen to recreate many of the recipes from our own Italian Club
M embers. The camaraderie that takes place at this event is what this club is all about. I encourage you to
invite your friends and family to come by on Friday nights from 5p- 9p to check out CRUSH H appy H our
and support this endeavor. I wish everyone a fun and safe summer!

Cordialmente

, Sal Guagliardo, President

FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you are as excited as we are about the new design of
our L?Unione N ewsletter! In an effort to improve and spark interest
in this publication for our members? enjoyment we?ve added and
changed some of the sections.

ITA LIA N P R OV ER B :
?La lingua non ha ossa, ma
rompe il dorso.?
The tongue has no bones, but it can
break a man?s back.

We would love to have your participation in sharing some of
your ideas and family news items. Our newest (and very talented) staff member M ark Stanish, is working
on the new layout and production and I am thrilled to have him on board. Let us know how you like the
changes!
The M ay/ June issue we published was riddled with production and printing problems and
significantly delayed the mailing. As a result we were very disappointed that it arrived so late at your
homes; for this we sincerely apologize. It was a special issue as it highlighted our Festa Italiana which is our
premier event of the year. We?re streamlining the production and hope this solves the problem which will
result in timely arrival of the N ewsletter at your homes henceforth. Thank you for your continued support
of L?Unione Italiana!
By: Barbara Denti Pool, Editor
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THIS MONTH'S FEATURED ARTICLE...
June 8th 2016 ? flash back 96 years and one
finds a life much different and more challenging than
some might consider in the modern society in which
we live. In 1919, two brothers, born to Sicilian
parents Antonio and Angelina Spoto, decided to
change their life course forever.
Vincent and John Spoto, the sons of dairy farmers
who immigrated from Sicily in the late 1800s, did
something few in their era dared ? they took a
chance. While working as a dental technician and
John attending pre- med classes at University of
Florida, Vincent believed in a possibility. After
conducting research, he learned that both he and his
younger brother, John, could qualify to attend
Atlanta Southern Dental College, known today as
Emory University, and that through hard work and
dedication, each of them could become licensed
dentists.

On the left, Dr. John A Spoto and his
brother, right, Dr. Vincent A Spoto

Vincent continued his work for an additional
year, and John put in long hours at the shipyard,
until in September of 1919, they boarded a train to
Atlanta where through happy and heartbreaking
times, the brothers studied and dedicated themselves
for four years to the practice of dentistry. Visits
home were costly and often limited to once per year.
Each of the brothers had families back home in Ybor
City, their wives working ten hours in
un- air- conditioned cigar factories to support their
husbands? schooling.

Upon graduation, their uncle, Vincent Spoto, the only one to assist financially, offered the brothers
rooms each in a building he owned at the corner of 19th and 7th Ave in Ybor City. There, the brothers
established their first practices as well as their first residences. Years to follow, both Vincent and John
provided their respective families with a future, offering their children and grandchildren promise of a better
life than their family left in their Sicilian homeland.
I share their story for two reasons. The
brothers were the very first
Italian- American men in Tampa to become
well- respected professionals in the field of
dentistry. The second reason lies closer to
my heart, as I am the great niece to Vincent,
and one of John?s granddaughters; to think
that I emerged from such innovative,
inspiring people urges me to tell their story
Written & Submitted By: Leslie M . Priede

A view down 7th Ave, Ybor City from 14th Street, in 1927
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FROM THE CLUB & AROUND TOWN
CAPITAL MATCH FUND UPDATE
As you may be aware, the Italian Club Cemetery received two H illsborough County
H istoric Preservation Challenge Grants. We were awarded a total of $250,000.000
and are responsible for raising the matching funds. This grant has been vital to the
Italian Club Cemetery, as it has allowed us to be able to repair graves, replace the
roof on the M ausoleum, install a security system, add new sidewalks, and paint the
ornamental fencing and gates. In order to meet the match, we are in our third effort
of kicking off the Capital M atch Fund Campaign. Please help us not only by donating the fund, but also by contacting other family members who will able to donate. This is what we have raised so far:
-

The 2013 campaign raised $16,710.00
The 2014 campaign raised $14,475.00
The 2015 campaign raised $15,289.52
The 2016 to date has raised $8,950.00

The total to date raised is $55,424.52 - we are still in need of reaching our matching fund of $150,000.00. Our cemetery is beautiful and historic due to the hard
work of dedicated people who have helped with the upkeep and continued the pride
and heritage for the next generation. The Italian Club Cemetery is part of our soul
? our past community and a large part of our heritage and history. We have built
it and the next generation will continue its growth and upkeep. Please send donations payable to The Italian Club Cemetery to 1731 E. 7th Avenue, Tampa, FL
33605. Please also note on the check that it is for the "Capital M atch Fund."

SAVE THE DATE!

FRIENDS OF
L'UNIONE
ITALIANA!

OLLI COOKIN G & ITALIAN LAN GUAGE CLASSES
We are excited to announce that we will once again we
partnering with the OLLI at USF to offer our members two
exciting classes in the mall. Starting in N ovember we will be
offering Introduction to Conversational Italian and Cucina
Italiana: Love at First Taste. Further details are pending, but
the classes schedule your each is listed below:
Introduction to Conversational Italian
11/ 7/ 2016- 12/ 19/ 2016
M ondays @ 10: 30a- 12: 00p
Cucina Italiana: Love at First Taste
10/ 20/ 2016- 11/ 10/ 2016
Thursdays @ 11: 30a- 1p
5

The Italian Club Of Tampa would like
you to become a "Friend Of L'Unione
Italiana!" What does that mean exactly?
For an annual donation of just $30, you
will be helping to offset the growing cost
of creating, publishing, and printing or
bi- monthly newsletter. As our way of
saying "Thank You" we will publish your
name in the newsletter for the entire year.
If you would like to become a friend of
L'Unione Italiana, please contact M ark
Stanish @ mark@italian- club.org, or by
phone at (813)248- 3316. We appreciate
all the support and we look forward to
having your "friendship!"

FROM THE CLUB & AROUND TOWN
BENVENUTO TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!
John & Lydia Oliva

Family

Spnsr: Barb Pool

Steven Gianfilippo

General

Spnsr: Senator Bill Galvano

Edgardo & M arta Quilichini

Family

Spnsr: Sharon M angione

Jeffrey Demarco Brodeur

General

Spnsr: Barb Pool

M ichael J. Landolfi

General

Spnsr: Rosemarie P. N eville

FROM THE CHEF'S TABLE TO YOURS!
?Chicken SausagePasta With Smokey
Parmesan Cream Sauce?
Serving Size: 4 - 6
Prep Time: 30 mins
Cook Time: 20 mins
-

4 tbsp. butter
4 tbsp. flour
4 cups milk
1 cup onion (diced)
Smoked Paprika
Parmesan cheese (grated)
salt & pepper (to taste)
Tambuzzo Chicken Sausage (grilled & sliced)
1/ 2 lb. pasta
1 tbsp. garlic (chopped)
1 tsp. rosemary (chopped)
1 tsp. thyme (chopped)
1/ 4 cup sundried tomatoes (non- constituted)

Recipe compliments
Directions: Cook the diced onions with 1 tsp. butter until
of John Barbie; Festa
translucent. Add chopped garlic and continue to cook together.
2016 Volunteer Chef
Add 4 tbsp. butter until melted, to make a roux with the flour,
paprika, rosemary and thyme. Blend until smooth. Once the
roux is brown and smooth, add the milk gradually - 1 cup at a
time. Once the sauce is thickened, add the cheese, sundried
tomatoes and season with salt and pepper. (note: the sauce will thicken more when mixed with the starch
from the pasta). Add the sliced cooked sausage and pasta , toss together and enjoy!
N otes: Tambuzzo Sausage Co. makes their artisan sausages all handmade without the use of preservatives
or artificial ingredients. For more information about the products and services offered, please visit...

https: / / www.facebook.com/ tambuzzosausageco
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FROM THE CLUB & AROUND TOWN
c. 1950- 60
Submitted by Rose Barbie
Rose Barbie shared some of the memories
her father recently told her about growing up
in Ybor City. H er parents, Guiseppe (?Joe?) Tambuzzo is now 95
years old and her mother, Floralia (?Flo?) Prieto was 93 years old
when she passed away recently. Joe was born and grew up on 5th
Avenue in Ybor in a house that is still standing and her mother
grew up in a house on 11th Avenue and 12th Street. H e and Flo
were married in Ybor in 1942 and lived in a house on 18th Street
where Rose grew up. Guiseppe owned the Tip Top Grocery Store
in Ybor City. Rose's Grandfather, M arcello Tambuzzo owned a
truck from which he sold his produce and fresh vegetables
throughout the neighborhoods. H er maternal Grandparents
owned the Ideal Grocery in Ybor. Rose recalls taking her
Grandmother to the Doctor and the Clinic in our building in the
1960s.
Joe worked many hours at the business, but as time permitted,
he would enjoy going to the Club to play Gin Rummy in the
Cantina. H e occasionally attended dinners and some of the events
that were held back then. It was not until he married Flo,
however, that he agreed to go to the dances that were so popular
and held at the Club, because she loved to dance! L'Unione
Italiana Ballroom was the ?in? place to be in Ybor City.
H er Grandfather M arcello received a Certificate dated
December 1917 for donating $10 to the Building Fund for the
construction of the beautiful clubhouse we now enjoy. See the
Certificate below! The first clubhouse which was across the street
from the present building burned to the ground in 1915 and it took
years for the members to fund and rebuild it. The members of
L'Unione were
proud of their
heritage and
supported the new
building by donating
whatever and
whenever they could
to see it become the
Keystone of Ybor
City again.
Written by Barbara
Denti Pool
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SAM LETO
AWARD
On M ay 22nd the Italian Club
had the pleasure of hosting the Ybor
City Round Table's Sam D. Leto
Award Banquet. This award is given
by the Round Table to an individual
or entity who excels in promoting
and enhancing the Latin H eritage
and Culture of Ybor City and the
community.
This year's
award was
presented to the
H onorable M ichael
J. Scionti. Elected
to the Florida
H ouse of
Representatives
District 68 in 2006
and 2008. H e was a member of the
US Army Reserves, deployed to
Afghanistan from 2007- 2008 where
he served as a military magistrate.
H e served two combat tours of duty,
one in Iraq and one in Afghanistan.
H e also served in the Pentagon as
Deputy Asst. Secretary of Defense, as
well as service in the State
Department.
H is judicial election in 2014 to
the Thirteenth Circuit Court in
Florida was a highlight in his judicial
career, providing him with a unique
opportunity to serve his country and
community. H is special talents have
helped him serve with distinction in
his very special area of military
expertise and in his country's veterans
affairs. Judge M ichael Scionti's wide
breadth of experience and long
record of achievements make him a
real hero to our local Tampa
community. We thank him for his
service!

LADIES AUXILIARY - VIVA LE DONNE
Written & Submitted by President of Italian Club Ladies
Auxiliary: Gilda F. Capitano & Sharon M angione

was active in PAUW, Red H ats Society and especially
valued the Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Campo
Italiano and Santa Lucia!

Themes n Tea took place on Saturday, M ay 7th.
This year our Tea was geared to M other's Day and a
flowered corsage was given to all of our guests. I am
so proud of my ladies! Some are new members and it
was their first tea with us. There are many reasons to
pinpoint success! I must give credit as well to our
Captains of each table as they have become the
backbone of Themes n Tea. Thank you ladies...you
made us feel very honorable! We had the 3rd floor
Ballroom filled with beautifully dressed ladies and
gorgeously dressed tables! The many diverse themes
were incredible! M any table Captains have expressed
that they will return next year and some want to do
two tables. Some ladies were from Centro Austuriano
& other clubs as well, and a few are not even Italian
Club M embers.

M aria Greco- Vacanti Ferlita - N ot only
were her hand- rolled cigars sent directly
to Winston Churchill, she also was an
accomplished artisan of crochet,
embroidery, and knitting. N ana M ary
was an accomplished self- taught chef in
the kitchen. Above all, she was a
wonderful teacher in all avenues of life! H er
demonstration of love will never be forgotten!
Jennie Cacciatore M assaro - Jennie was
a talented designer for many Tampa
Brides. She designed Wedding Dresses,
Bridesmaids Dresses and M other- of- the
Bride and M other- of- the- Groom
Dresses from 1930 until 1995. Jennie
loved the Italian Club as her father
Onofrio Cacciatore was a singer who
performed in the Theater on a regular basis. Jennie
also met Carlo M assaro her husband of 59 years at
an Afternoon Tea Dance at the Club in 1928.

We are very proud of our success and appreciate
all the hard work and passion our ladies have put
into their tables to make this fundraiser a grand
event! Thank you to the ladies that arrived early on
Friday, M ay 6th, (some even taking the day off
work) to help with the tea sandwiches. Thank you to
Jackie Kasperski for taking in our reservations; to
Sharon M angione & her team with putting out all the
tea amenities on each table. Celeste Lazzara, for her
untiring dedication! I can't tell you all how much I
appreciate your intense and detailed service for this
event. Stain your calendars with tea as our Themes n
Tea date next year is: M ay 13, 2017.

?The N apadano Trio? ?
H elen Coglianese N apodano,
Clara N apodano Kasperski and
Dorothy N apodano Z alabak As in most Italian families, this
mother (H elen) and her two
daughters (Clara and Dorothy) were very close.
H elen and her husband Tony were the product of a
?matchmaker? as was the custom in the 1920?s and
were married for 54 years and had three children.
Clara and her sister Dorothy were raised in Chicago
and have been married to their respective husbands,
Art Kasperski for 67 years with two children, four
grandchildren and five great- grandchildren, and
H ank Z alabak for 66 years and have three children
and seven grandchildren.

The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary decorated a
pre- function space in our 2nd Floor Connie Spoto
Walters Theater to honor special Ladies who have
enriched our lives either as grandmothers, mothers,
aunts or sisters. It was our intent to share with our
200 guests the how?s and why?s the Italian Club
Ladies Auxiliary are the wonderful women they are.
This is due in large part to these hard- working,
talented, honorable Ladies that we were lucky
enough to call our M others, Grandmothers, Aunts
and Sisters. This year we honored the following
Ladies:

Ann M . Susca ? Ann raised her four
daughters with a foundation based on
respect, religion, love and family. A
positive, strong, fun loving woman with
an outgoing personality who loved
dancing, singing and cooking. Along
with being active in the Italian Club and
St. Lawrence School Parent?s Club, she was also a
Eucharistic M inister at St. Joseph?s H ospital.

Rose Lucille Castellano Ciccarello An Ybor City native who graduated
from the University of Tampa with a
degree in Education who taught grades
1- 4 and loved doing things with her
five treasured grandchildren. Rosie
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LADIES AUXILIARY CONTINUED
Felicia ?Phyllis? Leto Traina - If you
asked Phyllis about her
accomplishments she would quickly
reply that her four children were just
that. H owever in her own right she was
an astute business woman for 30 years
who owned and operated M ac Traina
Interiors in Ybor City. Phyllis loved her Italian
heritage and spent many years volunteering at the
Club on the Cemetery Committee, the Ladies
Auxiliary and the Board of Directors. She was the

only woman to be President of the Italian Club and
was an initial honoree at the Ladies Auxiliary
Women of Excellence for her Cultural and Civic
Involvement.
We honor these great Ladies and hope by sharing
you will become more familiar with the Ladies of the
Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary. Please consider
honoring your mothers, grandmothers, aunts and
sisters next year in our Dedication Area. Contact
Sharon M angione, Ladies Auxiliary Vice President
for more information: smangion@tampabay.rr.com

CheckOut ThePhotosFromOur ThemesNTea!

FSU Football, Go ?N oles
H osted by Frances P. Anderson

Picnic by the Sea
H osted by Rose Barbie

Fiesta de M ayo
H osted by Loretta Campo

Tea in H avana I
H osted by Gilda F. Capitano

Tea in H avana II
H osted by Gilda F. Capitano

Spring I
H osted by Ernestine Dodson

Spring II
H osted by Ernestine Dodson

Tea for Jennie I
H osted by Sharon M angione

Tea for Jennie II
H osted by Sharon M angione
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LADIES AUXILIARY CONTINUED

Café de Provence
H osted by Tamara LaBarbera

The O?M alley?s
H osted by Cathy Guagliardo

Black and White
H osted by AnnM arie H anecki

Tea at Tiffany?s
H osted by AnnM arie H anecki

Birds of a Feather
H osted by Jackie Kasperski

H eavenly Angels
H osted by Jackie Kasperski

Butterfly Garden H osted by Donna
Sardegena & Lorraine Z ambito

Buona Festa della M amma H osted by
Tessie Raymondo & Lynnette C. Stine

English Country Garden
H osted by M ary Greco Smith

Asian Joy & Luck
H osted by Barbara Pool

Une Bonne Journé e pour le Thé
H osted by M ary Pinion

Contemporary- Classic
H osted by Jennifer Lima

Al l Phot os Cour t esy Of Kel ly At KAZAMPhot o (813) 770-7978;
kazam.kel ly@gmail .com. Thank you t o Al l t hose who par t icipat ed t his year !
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LADIES AUXILIARY CONTINUED
SEND US YOUR RECIPES!
Un A ssaggio Delle N ostre Cucine: "A Taste F romOur K itchens"
The Ladies Auxiliary are compiling recipes for the next edition of the Italian
Club's Cookbook. We would love to include traditional family recipes that
have been passed down, or shared among friends. For a copy of the recipe
submission form, please contact M ark Stanish at mark@italian- club.org

Please mail your recipes to:
Sharon M angione, Ladies Auxiliary Vice President
4601 West Bay Court Avenue
Tampa, FL 33611
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CAMPO ITALIANO!
SponsoredbyItalianClubL adiesAuxiliary, Inc.
Campo Italiano celebrates its Thirteenth Anniversary! Children
of all cultures learned about the Italian culture at the Thirteenth
Annual Campo Italiano. Time flies when you are having fun. The
children enjoyed learning much information about Italy. The
campers, their parents and the teachers are always excited to spend
the week with all things Italian. Bocce and Crochet, as well as
Cooking in la moda Italiana is especially exciting. We thank all
those who make this such an enjoyable week. Arts and Crafts:
Lucy M enendez, Chair, M ary Warren and M ichelle Ferlita.
-

Crochet: Angela Genco, M ary Caltagirone, and Susanna
Singleton, a former camper
Language: Sandra Alfieri, Chair and Gilda Capitano
M usic: James Leone
Dance: Rosanna Spallino Callan
Storytelling: Celeste Lazzara,Chair, Gilda Capitano, Cindy Castillo and Veronica Case. Traditions:
Loretta Campo,Chair Angelo Piazza, N ancy Lambert, and M artha Valdez.
Cooking: Yoli Buss, Chair, Gina Wells, Francine Susca, and Director: Rosalie Castellana Perrone,
assisted by Ann M arie Susca H anecki and
Jr. Assistants: Chris M angione, Toni M orrison, Joey Fernandez, N atalie Tuero, Lorena M artinez,
Lisvette Lima, and Selena Z ambito. The Jr. Assistants were wonderful; many of them have attended
Campo Italiano in the past. We were very proud of them.

Un grande ?Bacio? to all those who work so hard to provide such a rich and valuable program. All the
teachers and helpers did a wonderful job. M olto grazie to all of our Sponsors who helped us provide this
rich, exciting and fun camp at a more than reasonable fee. Our 2016 Campo Italiano Sponsors include:
-

LabelValue.com
Bitella Productions.Com
Loretta T. and M anuel
Campo
M ontauro?s Ristorante
Joe and Gilda Capitano
M anuel and Rosalie C.
Perrone
Lou and RoseAnn Bowers
La Segunda Central Bakery
Brocato?s Sandwich Shop
Aguila Sandwich Shop

-

Krewe of Italia
thecookiequeen@gmail.com
Joe Photo Tampa
Sunny Florida Dairy
Iavarone?s Steak H ouse
H ousewife Bakery
M ark M cGowan
Johnny Field
Glenn Russ
Francine Susca
Shelia Wilmer
Joe and Son?s Olive Oils

The children are our future...Let?s keep the Culture Alive
M ark your calendar now. June 5th - 9th, 2017.

Grazie,RosaliePerroneandAnnMarieHanecki
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-

Yoli Buss
Angela F. Guagliardo
LabelValue.com
The Dingle Family
The Anzalone Family
Brian Wells
Dr. Jack & N ora Lamb

CAMPO ITALIANO!
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"SEEN" AT OUR CRUSH HAPPY HOUR!
CRUSH H appy H our is an absolute
hit! We?ve seen hundreds of guests over
the last couple months; many faces we
know and recognize, but we?ve also had
the pleasure of meeting new members,
new friends, and showing the community
just what it means to be part of the Italian
Club family.
CRUSH H appy H our offers members
and guests an opportunity to come
together for a great night of live music,
delicious homemade meals, incredible
drink specials, and camaraderie unlike any
other event! Our bartenders pour some
incredible drink specials, including
homemade sangria that is absolutely
delicious. Our culinary team, lead by
Enzo Pardo develops new authentic Italian
cuisine each week, offering up diverse
dishes that are sure the please the palette,
often including family recipes shared by
club members. And lastly, our house
musician, Bobby G. Summers smooth and
soulful voice along with his powerful
piano playing will move you beyond
words and right to the dance floor!
CRUSH is honored to be the only spot in
YBOR City featuring such exceptional
talent as Bobby G. Summers, former
music director of Al Green and The
Family Stone. Thank you to KAZ AM
Photo, Digital Swag, and N aviera Coffee
for their support!
We invite you to join us each and
every Friday evening in the Italian Club
Cantina from 5: 00pm- 9: 00pm. We
encourage you to bring your friends and
family to CRUSH ! For group reservations
and specials, please kindly email us at
CrushH appyH our@gmail.com

Welook forward to

CRUSHi ng
it with you!
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"SEEN" AT OUR CRUSH HAPPY HOUR!

Al l Phot os Cour t esy Of Kel ly At
KAZAMPhot o (813) 770-7978;
kazam.kel ly@gmail .com

$ 2.00 Of f
Food Purch ase
Valid Only In July & August Of 2016
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FESTA ITALIANA COMMITTEE UPDATE
DAVIN CI SPON SORS
Waste M anagement Inc.
J.J. Taylor Distributing Florida
M arathon Petroleum

Thomas Financial

Kobrand Korporation

Vigo Importing Company

Republic N ational

USAmeriBank

The Radiant Group

Italiano Insurance Services

Teco Energy
DON ATELLO SPON SORS
M aserati of Tampa
Al & Josephine Dato
Tampa Bay Times

Bright H ouse

Premier Beverage

Ed M orse/ Brandon Auto M all

Professional Insurance Center

H ill Ward & H enderson

Sunny Florida Dairy

Southern Wine & Spirits

Yellow Cab Company

Bay Care H ealth Systems
RAPH AEL SPON SORS
Sunshine Gasoline
Automated Petroleum & Energy
Boza & Roel Funeral H ome

Gas Worx, LLC

Cacciatore Brothers

717 Parking Systems

Corral Wodiska Partnership

Carmine's Restaurant

The FGS Group

Island Flowers

Florida Ship Supply

La Gaceta

Got- Rack.com

M avilo Wholesalers, Inc.

Lazzara Family Partnership

Pardo Wine Grapes

M ark Bentley, P.A.

Stantec

Ybor City Development Corporation

William H olland, Sr.

SAVETHEDATE!

Oliva Tobacco Company

TH L M agazine

Pepin Distributing Company

1930 E 7th Ave

Swope, Rodante P.A.

M astro M otors

Elder Automotive Group
M EDICI SPON SORS
Tre Amici @ The Bunker
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc.

M A RK YOUR
CA LENDA RS!

Joe Photo Tampa

Paul Ferlita, CPA

H illsborough Community College

Caldeco Air & H eating

Gelato Kings

John N ertney

Tampa Bay Sporting Clays

Empire Investments

Domar Investors LLC
Publix Super M arkets Charities
AM ICI SPON SORS
M LT of Tampa, Inc.
Design Interiors

The Festa Italiana Committee is excited
to announce the dates for the 20th
Annual Festa Italiana in 2017! Please
mark your calendars and tell all your
friends and family to do the same.

Sam & Debbie Lazzara

H CI Group Inc.

H endry Real Estate Advisors

Cristo Rey H igh School

R. M ichael Larrinaga P.A.

EnProVera V

Sunshine State Garage Inc.
RESTAURAN T SPON SORS

Anise Global Gastro Bar
3 C?s Catering
Bacco and Venere
Bavaro?s Bernini of Ybor
Brio Tuscan Grille
Caffe Paradiso
Carmines Restaurant
Carne Chophouse
Catering by the Family
Columbia Restaurant
Creperia Café
Cristino?s Coal Oven Pizza
Restaurant
Ducky?s

Festa 2017 will take place
April 6th through April 9th.
Details & specifics will all come in due
time. But please save these dates! Being
that this is the 20th Annual Event we are
going to make this the biggest event yet!
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El Puerto
Gaspar?s Grotto
Legacies Cucina Italiana
M aggiano?s Little Italy
Pipo?s Cafe and Catering
StoneChef Events & Catering
Sunday?s Delicatessen
Tequilas
That?s Amore Restaurante
The Ritz Ybor
The Stone Soup Company
Tony?s Ybor Restaurant
Trattoria Pasquale

FESTA ITALIANA COMMITTEE UPDATE
GRAZIE
MILLE!

THANK YOU
While our most recent
newsletter recognized the hard
work of the Festa Committee
and the countless volunteers, we
left out a couple of volunteers
who deserve greater recognition.
Our Festa Committee chairman,
Joe Capitano Jr. (pictured
above), has dedicated the last 19
years of his life to our club
through the organization and coordination of our
Festa event. Joe's hard work and commitment to the
success of this event has allowed our club to prosper
and grow into a staple of the Italian Community in
the Tampa Bay.

It?s hard to believe that we
have wrapped up another year
of Festa Italiana. With our
19th year behind us, and next
year's event already being
planned, I wanted to write a
quick note of thanks to all of
you for your hard work,
dedication, and support on Festa 2016.
By all measures we were successful at staging a
most successful event, while showcasing the historic
Italian Club and rich Italian culture of our
community. But what is most important is the
support of the Italian Club membership throughout
the event. Running a four day event means having an
incredible team of volunteers and support staff;
many of whom are members of the Club. The Italian
Club and I are blessed to have friends like each of
you.

We cannot recognize Joe Jr.
without also recognizing his
assistant, Stephanie Petrucelli.
Stephanie has played a vital role
behind the scenes ensuring that
the Festa event goes off without
a hitch. She has spent countless
hours working with city
officials, contractors, vendors,
restaurants, volunteers and so
much more - all for the greater good of the Italian
Club of Tampa.

Lastly, I want to thank all those who came out in
support of this year?s event. Without each of you
spreading the word to your friends, families, and
neighbors, we would not have had the tens of
thousands of revelers that we had this year. Festa
2016 was an incredible success, and whether you
came out for one day or for all four, I want to salute
you for supporting this event.

So just one more time, we'd like to thank all the
committee members, volunteers, members,
businesses, restaurants, and all those who played a
part in the success of Festa 2016 - Thank you, thank
you! We look forward to having you be a part of
next year's celebration.

I am looking forward to 2017 and hosting our
20th celebration together.
Grazie M ille! - Joe Capitano, Jr.

FESTA AFTER PARTY!
For those of you who have attended Festa throughout the
years, or who have helped with the event in anyway, you
know the hard work and dedication Joe Capitano, Sr. and Sal
Guagliardo have put into the event. So this year, after a long
hard weekend of working Festa, we found these two helping
our bartender Beth by serving customers who had packed the
Cantina to continue the party when the event ended.

19

MILESTONES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Italian Club members M r. and M rs. Donald L.
Bodie, Jr. are pleased to announce the marriage
of their son Jonathan to Shannon Rivers. The
wedding took place on Saturday June 4th at 4: 30
in the Italian club Theater . The reception
followed in the Grand Ballroom. The bride is the
daughter of M r. M att M iller and M s. Carolyn
M iller. The bride was given away by her father
and junior
groomsman Bailey
Rivers.
The couple is
honeymooning on
the island of Jamaica
and will reside in
Valrico.

Vincenzo Pardo graduated
in red cap and gown from
Pre- K at the Church of
the Good Shepard on
M ay 26. H e will enter
Kindergarten at Theodore
Roosevelt Elementary
School in late summer;
there he joins his sister
Stella Pardo. H e is the son
of Italian Club members
Enzo & M aria Pardo,
grandson of Italian Club
members Gilda & Joe
Capitano, Sr., Vince
Pardo & the late Jan
Pardo.
H ere we see his proud
sister Stella, fixing his cap.
What a smile!
You go Cenz!

Roxanne Papia, would like to announce her
daughter's, Dr. Lili Danielle Papia's, graduation
from University of Florida Pharmacy School on
M ay 2nd with a PharmD degree. In addition she
got married at Palma Ceia Country Club on M arch
19th to M r. Charles Kirkley of Leesburg Fl.
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MILESTONES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CON GRATULATION S! Alexander (Lex)
N icholas Capitano, son of IC members, Frank &
Christina Capitano, & grandson of IC members,
Gilda & Joe Capitano, Sr., graduated from
Academy of the H oly N ames on M ay 20. Lex
will be a Jesuit Tiger, attending Jesuit Tampa
H igh School ( following in the footsteps of his
grandfather Joe, Sr., father Frank David, Uncle
Joseph Capitano, Jr., & brother Deme Capitano)
as a Freshmen when school convenes. At Jesuit,
Lex will learn to live their motto: "M en for
Others." Lex is also the grandson of Dr. and M rs.
James Carratt of Daytona Beach, Fl.

Thomas & Valerie LoCicero are
thrilled to announce the birth of
Grandchildren numbers 7 and 8,
born 3 days apart. Abram Rhys
LoCicero, (in the green on the right)
9 lbs 5 oz, 22 inches was born on
M arch 25, 2016 to M ichael and
Valerie LoCicero and Big Brother
Connor. Alivia Lee LoCicero (on
the left, tucked under her blanket)
6 lbs 1 oz, 19 inches was born on
M arch 28, 2016 to Thomas and
Amber LoCicero and Big Sister
Avery. Cousins are Best Friends
Already !!!

Jamie Tompkins, daughter of Italian Club M embers Jeff and
Carolann Tompkins, graduated from N ewsome H igh School in
Lithia. While she was at N ewsome, she was the President of the
Student Government Association, Captain of the Varsity Soccer
Team, member of the N ational H onor Society, Rho Kappa and the
Spanish H onor Society. She will be attending the University of
Florida in the Fall. Included photo L- R, Carolann Tompkins
(M om), Domenic Tompkins (brother), Jamie Tompkins, Jeff
Tompkins (Dad)
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MILESTONES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our Italian Club president Sal Guagliardo and his wife Cathy proudly announce the arrival of TWO
grandsons born just a week apart. Daughters Laurenleigh DePristo and Marissa Sander actually shared
the same due date with Dylan Stefan and Thomas Joseph (announcements below).

Thomas Joseph Sander was born on April 7, 2016
at 6: 28 in the evening at St. Joseph's Women's
H ospital in Tampa. H e weighed 8 lbs 14 oz and
was 20.5 inches long. H e was named after his
father, grandfathers and great grandfathers. H e has
been God's greatest blessing to our family. H e
loves being held by his N anno, Sal Guagliardo,
and he smiles most when he looks at his N ana,
Cathy Guagliardo. H is loving parents, Tommy and
M arissa Sander, were married at the Italian Club
four years ago and are excited for Thomas Joseph
Sander to learn of his Italian heritage!

Dylan Stefan DePristo was born M arch 30, 2016 at
8: 46 am weighing 8 lbs 6 oz at St. Joseph?s
Women?s H ospital. Dylan is the fourth child of
David and Laurenleigh DePristo, and was lovingly
welcomed by his older siblings Delonni Salcia (7),
David Salvatore Jr (5), and Damon Samuel (2). All
of the children are excited and simply adore baby
Dylan. Delonni is M omma?s biggest helper and
loves to hold Dylan, David Jr. likes to sing to him
to soothe him to sleep, and Damon loves baby
Dylan so much he wants to hug and squeeze on him
every chance he gets.

DO YOU HAVE A MILESTONE
Rochelle Orr, Italian Club M ember,
would like to recognize her son Tony OR ANNOUNCEMENT YOU'D
Belteton- Orr for his outstanding
LIKE INCLUDED?
academic achievement and
If you would like to announce a
performance during his last semester at
M ilestone in our next newsletter,
M idland University located in
please send an email to
N ebraska. Tony was named to the
mark@italianclub.org notifying us
Universities Dean's List for the 2016
Spring Semester. In order to get in the of what type of announcement it is,
who it's for, etc. The more
Dean's List, Tony had to achieve a GPA
information you can provide the
between 3.5- 3.99, complete all course
better
(we may edit the content to
requirements, and complete at least 12
fit). If you wish, you can also
credit hours on the A- F grading scale.
submit a photo.
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KREWE OF ITALIA MIXER
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FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE...
Buongirno Italian Club M embers!
Thank you to the Cemetery
Committee members for their
dedication and commitment in
helping maintain and preserve our
historic cemetery.
Special thanks to Joe & Philip
Caltagirone for their time and
involvement in planning our
M emorial Day Service on M ay 29th.
Thank you to Fr. Roland from
O.L.P.H ., for his attendance and
inspiring celebration of the mass.
Thank you to Eduardo Garriga and
Dee Centinaro for assisting Fr.
Roland. Also, thank you to Charlie
Spicola and the Color Guard
contingent from the "Rough Riders"
of Tampa for their patriotic
participation. We were honored
with the presence of General
Giovanni M agazzino, from Central
Command, his wife H olly, and son
Luca. General M agazzino presented
a wreath in memory of the 118 men
of his N ight Fighters Squadron.
I would also like to thank the
following organizations and
individuals who paid tribute to our
Veternas:
-

-

Sal Guagliardo, President Of
The Italian Club
Gilda Capitano, President of
the Italian Club Ladies
Auxilary
N ick Capitano, President La
N uova Sicilia Unita
Angelo Spicola, Ybor City
Round Talbe
Vincenza DiLiberti, President
of the Daughters Of Italy
Ronald & Lana M ustari

Best Regards,
John Centinaro, President of the
Italian Club Cemetary
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CEMETERY COMMITTEE CONTINUED

Over the last two months, we
have received the following
memorial donations to the
Italian Club Cemetery in
memory of:

Jenny Caltagirone
Philip & M ary Ann Caltagirone
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & N irma Perricone
Silvio & Sylvia D'Aloia
Philip & Leslie D'Elia
Riley & Gloria M aseda
William & M elva M iller
Emily, Andrew, Angela Rey
John & Peggy Ruggeri
Jimmie & Carol Rush
Anthony & Carmen M anali
Joe M idulla
Ronald & Patricia Walter
John & Delores Centinaro
Connie Sedita
Grace Ippolito
Barbara Pool
John & Barbara M essina
Louis & Roberta Caltagirone
C. Davies & Joyce M eitin
Frances Worden
M ary Acosta
M argaret Kutch
Violet Schiro
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COMEDY MUSIC SPECTACULAR!
TH AN K YOU!
The Comedy M usic Spectacular
held on M ay 1st was a sold out,
huge success! We would like to
thank H illsborough County
Property Appraiser, Bob
H ernandez, for his participation
in the show! H e was a terrific
body guard for the Godfather.
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BOOK YOUR EVENT WITH US!

Look i ng for t he per fect venue for an upcomi ng event ?
Are you part of an organi zat i on or chari t y t hat host s
event s t hroughout t he Tampa Bay Area?
The Italian Club Of Tampa is open to all members
who wish to hold an event, or sponsor an event
for a friend or family member. Located in the
heart of historic Ybor City, the Italian Club Of
Tampa is the ideal spot for a member to host any
and every event they desire. We pride ourselves on
being professionals in the event industry. From
our unique and historical venue, to our knowledge
of decor, entertainment, and exceptional guest
service, your guests will remember your event at
the Italian Club for years to come. Whether
hosting
a
birthday,
wedding/ anniversary,
luncheon, charity event, or lavish party, we are
confident that our commitment to quality and
attention to detail will exceed your expectations
and provide you with a memorable and enjoyable
event. Thank you for allowing us to be a part of
your event planning endeavors. We would be
honored to answer any questions you may have
about our venue, services, and facilities. Should
you have any questions, please don't hesitate to
contact us. We look forward to creating a lasting
relationship with you while helping to coordinate
your very special day. If you have any questions,
or would like to inquire about an event, please
contact Dona Crawford- Coile at (813)248- 3316
or via email at dona@italian- club.org

All MembersReceive25%RoomRentals!
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BECOME A MEMBER!
HELP US GROW OUR
FAMILY OF MEMBERS!
The Italian Club Of Tampa has become an integral part
of the community, and we strive to fulfill our mission each
and every day. That mission is to preserve and honor the
culture, traditions and heritage of the Italian Community
and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning
memorial to the working class immigrants. Our most
important method of honoring this mission is through the
dues and contributions provided by the members, their
families, friends, and local businesses.
As we move forward, we are looking to increase our
membership and add new members to our already extensive family. As you may be aware membership
dues are essential to the club?s continued viability and revitalization efforts. On the next page, you will
find a membership application to join the Italian Club Of Tampa ? we ask that you please share this
document with a family member, a friend, a neighbor, a local business, or anyone that you feel will help
our family flourish. In return we will add value to the membership by providing social activities,
fellowship, Italian arts and culture; these activities will provide for growth and stability in the
membership, creating a safe and comfortable environment for both members and their families.
M embership privileges also entitle you to bi- monthly newsletters and mailers, discounts on facility
rentals, preferred status and discounts on select Italian Club Socials and Ybor City functions.
We thank you for your support and we look forward to working with you to help our
membership grow. Each and every one of you is part of a family, the Italian Club family, and together
we can make anything happen. We ask that you please consider reaching out to a friend or family
member and ask them to be a part of our history.
M embership application can be found on the reverse side of this page. If you would like
additional applications, please contact M ark Stanish at mark@italian- club.org

TH AN K YOU!
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

YOUR A D
* * COULD* *
BE HERE
Are you interested in promoting your business in this newsletter? The
Italian Club N ewsletter is sent to over 500 homes and businesses
throughout the Tampa Bay area. If you are a business owner, or
know of a business that would benefit from promotion within this
publication, please contact us for more information. Below are the ad
rates; however, if you would like more information on ads, please
contact M ark Stanish at the Club - (813)248- 3316 or via email at
mark@italian- club.org

One Issue Black/ White - $150
One Issue Full Color - $200
One Year Black/ White - $750
One Year Full Color - $1000

H ALF PAGE ADS (3.75x10.5 or 7.5x5.25 inch)
-

One Issue Black/ White - $100
One Issue Full Color - $125
One Year Black/ White - $500
One Year Full Color - $625

QUARTER PAGE ADS (3.75x5.25 inch)
-

One Issue Black/ White - $50
One Issue Full Color - $65
One Year Black/ White - $250
One Year Full Color - $325

BUSIN ESS CARD ADS (2x3.5 inch)
-

One Issue Black/ White - $25
One Issue Full Color - $35
One Year Black/ White - $125
One Year Full Color - $175

FRIEN DS OF L'UN ION E ITALIAN A (individual, couple, or family)
-

L'UN ION E
ITALIAN A
We would like to extend a
special thank you to the following supporters for their
monetary donations to help
offset the cost of printing and
mailing our newsletter

FULL PAGE ADS (7.5x10.5 inch)
-

F riends Of

One Year Agreement - $30

31

John & Dora Caltagirone
Philip Caltagirone
Grace Campisi
Felix Canella Jr
Dr. & M rs. Felix Cannella
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Karen Capizzi
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Rosario Ciccarello
Laura DeLucia
M ercyDiM aio
Grace Ippolito
Philip Lazzara
Sam & Elaine M anna
Rose M idulla
M att & N icole N assif
Vince & M aria Pardo
M aria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez

MAKE SURE YOU KEEP IN THE LOOP
Italian Club Building & Cultural Trust Fund, Inc.
Post Office Box 5054
Tampa, Florida 33675

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Italian Club Of Tampa currently operates three
different Facebook Pages - all of which are used to
share information about upcoming events, post
pictures of events, and most importantly, to keep
our membership up to date with what's happening
here at the Club and in our community. We have
also included the CRUSH H appy H our page for
members to follow. Please make sure you visit the
four pages below and click on the "Like" button to
get the latest updates!

N ON - PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
TAM PA, FL
Permit N o. 2877

As a member of the Italian Club, we want to make
sure you are up to date and in the know when it
comes to things going on at the Club. As such, it is
important to maintain good communication with the
membership and our best way of doing that is through
emails! We send out emails on upcoming events,
membership honors, happy hour information, and
much more.

LUnione Italiana
L'Unione Italiana
Italian Club Ybor City
Crush H appy H our

If you are not currently receiving our email blasts,
please email M ark Stanish at mark@italian- club.org
and we will send you the information to get you
registered. Its very simple and quick.
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