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Over a century ago, L'Unione Italiana was founded by a small visionary group 
who realized that by uniting together, the Italian community of Tampa could overcome 
many of the social and economic challenges that confronted those "turn-of-the-century" 
immigrants from Italy. Since reaching our 100 year anniversary of this venerable 
organization, we now become the turn-of-the-century Italians. Because of the courage, 
imagination, resiliency and pride that our ancestors brought to this country and instilled 
in us, we find ourselves, so much better off socially, economically and educationally 
than our immigrant ancestors were. The image of the gaunt, threadbare, and 
downtrodden immigrants carrying suitcases has been replaced by the appearance of 
thriving, fashionable, and confident entrepreneurs, educators and professionals 
carrying briefcases. 

The significant transformation in both the status and  the stature  of Tampa's 
Italian-American community, now well into its fifth generation, has provided us with  
new challenges, evolving needs, and concerns much different than those which faced 
our predecessors. As a result, the formulas by which L'Unione Italiana has operated for 
over  a century no longer effectively served the needs of modern Italians. Since 
L'Unione Italiana does indeed, aspire to serve the modern Italians as effectively as it 
served those early immigrants, we must re-direct our goals to reflect more accurately 
the interests, identities and profiles of today's Italian-American population. The 
challenge is to modernize our focus, without abandoning or disregarding the rich 
heritage that has contributed to what we are today.

The mission of L?Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and 
heritage of the Italian Community and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning 
memorial to the working class immigrants.  We will support this mission through the 
dues and contributions provided by the members, their families, friends, and 
government. In return, we will add value to the membership by providing social 
activities, fellowship, Italian arts and culture; these activities will provide for growth and 
stability in the membership, creating a safe and comfortable environment for our 
members, their families, and the community.

1731 E. 7th Avenue, Tampa, FL     813-248-3316     www.ital ian-club.org
The Ital ian Cl ub of  Tampa

For more informat ion on membership & events, contact  mark@ital ian-club.org

Board Of Directors
Sal Guagliardo (President), 

Grace Ippolito (Vice-President),
 Townsend Belt (Secretary),     

Jay Anthony(Treasurer), 
Kathy Perez-Dutton, Don Bodie, 
Rick Califano, Dennis Costantino 
Jr., Sharon Mangione, Michelle 

Cardamone,  Jamie Granell, 
Gianna Tagliarini-Caravella, Sam 
Manna, Doug Dallio, and Louis 

Minardi, Gilda Capitano 

Advisory Board 
Joseph Capitano, Jr. 

Joe Capitano, Sr. 
(Immediate Past President)

Main Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
9:00am-5:00pm

Cemetery Hours:
8:00am-3:00pm

Located at 2520 E. 24th Ave,
Tampa, FL 33605
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Dear Italian Club Family,

CONGRATULATIONS to the Club Membership and Festa Italiana 
Committee for a very successful Festa Weekend.  With three days of 
events, our volunteers and committee members worked overtime to 
pull it off.  We had an incredible weekend weather-wise, and our new 
format was well received and well attended.  Thank you to all those 
who volunteered, attended, and supported the festival weekend.  

As we roll through another milestone year, we have made con-
siderable progress in our 125 Year Festivities, which will be taking place 
this fall.  We've added an "Open House' to the schedule, and we've had 
to change the date for our Member's Picnic due to the Florida heat.  
Please make sure to read pages 16-21 to save the date on these events.  
As I said earlier this year, the focus for this year's celebrations is focus-
ing on and strengthening our membership and our role in the commu-
nity.  Two of the three events being planned are free of charge for our 
members to attend.  The main event, the Italian Club Dinner Cruise will 
be offered at cost for our members and those who make early reserva-
tions.   Please know that it is very important to reserve your tickets for 
this event early, and not wait until the last minute to sign up.  Below are 
the dates for events relating the Club's 125 Year Celebrations:

SEE PAGES 16 through 21 FOR INFO ON THIS EVENTS:
Monday, September 9th - Ital ian Club Open House

Sunday, October 13th - Members Picnic & Backyard Bocce
Saturday, November 16th - Italian Club Dinner Cruise

I'd like to bring to your attention some great events coming up in 
the next few months.  Our Management Team, along with our Member 
Club's & Groups have been working overtime to developed events and 
activities that create value for our members, friends and families.

May 11th - Themes N Tea, presented by the Ladies Aux. (pg. 29)
June 10th-14th - Campo Italiano, presented by the Ladies Aux. (pg.28)

July 7th - Italian Heritage Day - Rays vs. Yankees (pg. 6-7)

As you know, the Club Building is undergoing an extensive 
preservation project, which includes brick work, window work, painting, 
and much more.  You'll see scaffolding going up around the building 
which will remain there for several months.  Our target date for com-
pletion is the end of the year.  As we said last year during our 100 Year 
Celebrations - this project will ensure that our building is preserved for 
many generations to come both inside and out.  Projects like this are 
only made possible through the continued support of our members, 
friends, families, business sponsors and community leaders.   Thank 
you all for your support!

Sal Guagliardo, Italian Club President
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Thank you to our hardworking 
newsletter development and 

production team!  Bravo!

- Design/ Production: Mark Stanish, Jr,
- Editor: Barbara Pool
- Staff Writer(s): Gilda Capitano
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"Benvenuto"
TO OUR NEW ITALIAN CLUB 

OF TAMPA MEMBERS
The Italian Club of Tampa has become an integral 
part of the community, and we strive to fulfill our 
mission each and every day. Our most important 

method of honoring this mission is through the dues 
and contributions provided by the members, their 
families, friends, and local businesses.  We thank 

you all for your support of the Club!

Johnny & Natalia Ray, Sr.
Rob & Gabby Gagliardi

Sam Mirabella, Jr.
Nica Licata

Tom LaRocca
Roseann Lange
Kathryn Kelly
James Gorab
Rita Carlino

John & Annette Coniglio, Sr.
Stephanie Queen

Carlos & Georgene Diaz, Jr.
Dominic Palermit i

Joseph & Tracie Finell i, III
Carrie Andolina

Ronald Recine & Sandra Hodgin
Michael & Michele Mauril lo

Dickie & Teresa Rumore
Michael McFerron & Monica Iannacone

Joseph  Massell i & Roseanna Benedett ini
Thomas Shaffer, II & Lorraine Garofano

Richard & JoyMarie Molendy
Damon Shiver
Jordan Watson

We know everyone has busy schedules, and 
calendars fill up quickly.  We wanted to take the 

opportunity to share our current 2019 Calendar of 
Events with you in hopes that you can attend these 

exciting events with your friends/ family!  

May 
- 2 through 5 ? "She Loves Me" Theater Show 
- 11 ? Mother's Day Themes 'n Tea (Ladies Aux.)
- 26 ? Memorial Day Ceremony @ Cemetery
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 10th only 

June 
- 10 through 14 ? Campo Italiano 
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 14th & 28th 

July  
- 7 ? Italian Heritage Day @ Rays Game 
- 11 through 14 ? Aeon Life Theater Show
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 12th & 26th

August  
- 18 ? Annual Summer Seafood Boil 
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 9th & 23rd

September 
- 9 - Italian Club Open House
- 14 ? Krewe of Italia Carnelvale 
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 13th & 27th 

October 
- 4 ? Krewe of Italia Indoor Bocce 
- 12 ? Ladies Aux. Women of Excellence  
- 13 - Italian Club Picnic & Bocce
- 17th through 20th - Aeon Life Theater Show
- CRUSH Happy Hour  - 11th & 25th 

November 
- 2 ? Cemetery Clean Up Day 
- 3 ? Picnic with the Past 
- 16 ? Italian Club Dinner Cruise 
- CRUSH Happy Hour - 8th & 22nd   

December 
- 1 ? Breakfast with Santa (tentative) 
- 12 ? Italian Club Christmas (tentative) 
- 13 ? CRUSH Happy Hour Christmas
- 27 ? CRUSH Happy Hour Pre-New Years
- 31 ? New Years Eve  
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CIAO 
BELLA 
GENTE!
Connect to Italian 

Language, Culture, 
and Family  

Level 1 - Beginners Class
July 11th - August  29th
Ciao Bella Gente! will be adding a new 

course for beginners this summer!  The course 
will last for 8 weeks in July and August - held at 
the club on Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 8:00 PM 
in the Club's Cantina.  Level 1 Beginners classes 
are $150, which includes the 8 week course, a 
course text book (which can be used for a Level 2 
course as well, and parking pass for the 8-weeks)

If you are interested in signing up for the 
Level 1 Beginners Class, start ing in July and 
cont inuing through August ,  please contact  
Mark Stanish at  mark@ital ian-club.org

Leona and her students are well into their 
second course, and since enough people have 
asked how they can join, the Italian Club has 
requested she begin another round for those 
with language on their bucket list.   

And of course there?s the optional social 
hour in Ybor afterwards! This experiment quickly 
grew into much more than simple lessons. The 
participants love the friendships that have been 
built, the pot luck dinners and other activities that 
get added in, the enthusiasm that Leona brings 
in her own special way?. and maybe most 
importantly, their first steps toward connecting to 
the Italian heritage in so many of their family 
histories. For all the reasons to take lessons, 
perhaps this is the most meaningful.   

Lessons are open to members and 
non-members. Ask a friend to join you and 
introduce them to our wonderful club. Have you 
always wondered how you can begin? Have you 
been looking for an inexpensive and fun way to 
test the waters? Sign up now for your first 
lessons in July. 

The success of the Italian Club is only made 
possible through hardwork and dedication of our 
volunteers who have given themselves tirelessly 

throughout the years to support the Club's 
endeavors.  Without our volunteers many of the 

events and activities that we host would not have 
been possible and we would not be the Club we are 

today with out them.

That being said - as our membership has grown over 
the years, we have not been keeping a database of 
volunteers who would be interested in helping out 

during various events, activities, research, 
committees, etc.  We are starting from SCRATCH - 

and creating a volunteer database that we can 
email/ call when needed throughout the year.  

If you would like to have your name added to our 
volunteer database please email the Italian Club 

Office at mark@italian-club.org.  Please provide us 
with the following information:

Ful l Name(s)
Email

Phone Number
Volunteer work could consist of manning a booth or 
station during an event.  Assist with calling sponsors 
or donors for fundraising efforts.  Helping out with 
set-up of a Club event/ activity. Not all volunteer 

would be physical - we can always use help 
contacting local groups, media, etc.

VOLUNTEER REGISTRY
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GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY
ITALIAN HERITAGE DAY GAME!

LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE
The Italian Club has once again been invited to attend ITALIAN 

HERITAGE DAY at Tropicana Stadium on Sunday, July 7th.  This was a 
very popular event for us last year, with over 100 attendees joining us 
for the game.  We are hoping to have even better attendance this year 
- as we've expanded our ticket package to include not only the game 
and transportation, but also a free Italian Heritage Rays baseball hat, a 
food voucher good for a hot dog and drink at the game, and a small 

party/ gathering area for our members and friends to mingle and 
socialize.

In addition to the incredible ticket package being offered exclusively 
to the Italian Club, the Rays Organization extended the very special 

honor for an Italian Club member perform the National Anthem before 
the game.  We are excited to share with you that ANDREW ARENA, 

long time Italian Club Member, will have the honor of performing the 
National Anthem at the Italian Heritage Day Game.  This very special 

honor will make this a game, and an event, not to be missed.  

As we are t ravel ing by bus, seat ing is l imited.  In order to secure a 
sect ion, we are only order so many game day t ickets as wel l .  

Please purchase your t ickets through the Ital ian Club early, as we 
wil l not  be able to secure extra seats or buses on short  not ice.  

To purchase t ickets, please contact :
Mark Stanish @ the Ital ian Club Off ice

Email : Mark@Italian-Club.org
Phone: 813-248-3316 (please leave a message with your name and 

return phone number and your call will be returned promptly)

Italian Club Member 

Andr ew
Ar ena

will take the stage and perform 
the National Anthem at the game!
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Exciting news from our 
new Italian Club Based 
Networking Group: Ybor 
Italian Professionals! YIP 
for short.  The group is 
already beginning to take 
shape. Over the past few 
months we have elected 
our first president, Mr. 

Gregory Sinadinos.  Our executive committee, 
along with Mr. Sinadinos includes: Event 
Coordinator: Ms. Dara Lisicki, Social Media Chair: 
Ms. Jordan Watson, Membership Chairs: Mr. Matt 
and Mrs. Lindsay Sinko.   

As our YIP motto, we have selected three 
words to define our purpose and character: Verità: 
truth, Fedeltà: faithfulness and loyalty, Amicizia: 
friendship.  Our vision for this group is to promote 
The Italian Club and celebrate the culture that 
brings us together, as well as growing friendships 
among our members. Once we know each other, 
we can begin to promote each other, creating a 
fun environment of support and amicizia!  

What fun was had at this year?s Festa 
Italiana! Our executive committee enjoyed 
meeting new prospective members and even 
signed some new ones to the club! Welcome 
everyone who has recently joined!  

Curious? Join us for our next Social meeting 
at 6:30 on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. Socials 
are held at our favorite restaurants around Ybor, 
such as Zydeco and Gaspar?s. They are open to 
everyone, so bring your friends and colleagues!  
Executive meetings are held at 6:30 on the first 
Tuesdays of every month and open to members 
only.   We continue to work toward making this 
networking group a vibrant branch of L?Unione 
Italiana!   

Looking forward to meeting you soon!  YIP 
Executive Committee.  For more informat ion 
please contact  Gianna Caravel la at  
Caraf inkarini@hotmail .com.

Y.I.P - UPDATES & EVENTSAEON LIFE THEATER GIVES 
BACK TO THE ITALIAN CLUB 

When Tammy 
Modica, founder and CEO 
of Aeon Life Theater, first 
spoke to Mark Stanish, 
about moving her 
productions to the Italian 
Club, she knew it would 
be a good match. Mark 
immediately recognized the potential benefit to 
both the Club and to Aeon Life Theater ? and 
Tammy felt a welcoming sense of community that 
let her know this was going to be the start of an 
amazing relationship. For an Italian girl whose 
great-grandparents immigrated from Sicily, working 
with such a culturally rich Club was a special bonus. 

Ms. Modica strives for the best and is 
delighted to have found a home for Aeon Life as the 
resident theater company of the Italian Club. When 
she created her professional community theater 
company in 2015, she built it on the belief that 
?amateur theater doesn?t have to be amateurish?, 
though the idea for Aeon began many years before. 
After working with a number of other community 
theaters, she wanted to produce something greater 
that would connect with the larger Tampa Bay 
community while having fun doing it.  

With a motto of ?never just be; be greater?, 
she set rigorous standards to reflect a commitment 
to excellence in every area of production. She treats 
each cast and crew member like family ? often like 
an Italian family with a little shouting, some food 
and good wine, but always with a warm laugh and 
welcoming safe space.  

?Our mission,? she says, ?is to celebrate life 
through storytelling, community involvement, and 
personal growth.?  An ?aeon? is described as an 
indefinite or very long period of time and Ms. 
Modica is looking forward to an aeon-long 
collaboration with the Italian Club. However, just 
performing at the Club isn?t enough for this dynamic 
theatrical troupe. Enthusiastically, they donate 50% 
of each production?s final performance directly back 
to the Club?s restoration fund. Ms. Modica has even 
begun talks with Mark to see what improvements, 
beyond the final performance?s donation, Aeon can 
do to help continue to revive the theater space and 
breathe life back into its wings.  
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MILESTONES & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS...

If you would like to announce a Milestone in our 
next newsletter, please send an email to 

mark@italian-club.org notifying us of what type 
of announcement it is, who it's for, etc.  The more 
information you can provide the better (we may 

edit the content to fit).  

Happy sweet 16th 
Birthday to member Kate 
Ugo. May your future be 

filled with wonderful 
friendships, lots of 

laughter, great successes 
and good health. 

On March 13, Mary Greco-Smith and Terry 
Smith checked off another item on their bucket 

list: climbing Machu Picchu. That day they 
recorded 3.5 miles, 17,000 steps, and the 

equivalent of 21 flights/ stories. Not bad for a 
couple of 75 year ?young? folks! Shortly after 
they started the climb, Mary knew they had 

made a terrible mistake, but did not dare voice 
it, as this trip was her idea. She was ready to 

turn around and go back down, but could not 
face all the people behind her knowing she 

was giving up! Glad she didn?t, as the sight of 
the hidden Inca settlement was truly awesome. 
Happy they conquered Machu Picchu, but not 

an experience they want to repeat! 

Happy Anniversary to 
John & Dee Centinaro, 
who will be celebrating 
29 years of marriage on 
June 16th!  Congrats to 

the happy couple!

Happy 1st Birthday to 
Landon Matthew 

Wheaton, grandson 
of Italian Club 
Member Paul 

Wheaton.  Landon 
celebrated his first 

birthday on April 4th - 
and was able to enjoy 
his very first cannoli 

(see photo)!
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Joseph Juliano Altieri, the 
son of family and corporate 

members Doreen and 
Raymond Altieri Jr,-- a 
graduate of Jesuit High 
School and University of 
South Florida School of 
Accountancy -- will be 

graduating from 
Georgetown University Law 

Center earning his Juris 
Doctorate on May 19, 2019, 
in Washington DC.  He will 
be employed by the law 

firm of Latham and 
Watkins, Washington DC. 

 Katie Romano-Pullara 
celebrated her 90th Birthday at 
the Italian Club on January 13, 
2019.  She was chauffeured to 

the party in a 1931 Ford 
Roadster owned by Larry 

Rumore family member of the 
Pullara family.  Katie grew up in 

Ybor City, married Louis 
Pullara, Sr. and now resides in 

the River Heights area.  
Celebrating with Katie were her 
son and daughter- in-law, Louis, 

Jr. and Lucy, her 
granddaughters Michelle 

Pullara-Hamilton (Tracy) and 
Jenna Pullara (Graham).  

Joining in the fun were many 
family members and friends.  

 Plans are underway for the installation 
of headstones for Georgio (1938) and 
Rosalia (1933) Coniglio.  Following the 
dedication, planned for next fall, the 

first reunion of the descendants of this 
couple will gather at the Italian Club. 

Descendants will be from their 5 
children:  sons Jim, Lawrence, and 

John, daughters Frances (Licata) and 
Mary (Loria). Contact persons: C.John 

Coniglio and Joan Nuccio. 

Congratulations to Buzz Bruno and his 
dog Feller.  Buzz & Feller recently 
received received awards for their 
work at Moffit Cancer Center.  Buzz 

and Feller are part of the Pet Therapy 
Volunteer Team.
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CULINARY STUDENTS AND 
DIGNITARIES FROM BIVONA, 
SICILY VISIT TAMPA 

For 13 days April 2019, Tampa-Agrigento 
Sister Cities Committee and Gaither High School's 
#CiaoItalia! hosted a delegation of twenty 
dignitaries and culinary students from Bivona, 
Agrigento, Sicily, as part of ?Scuola-Lavoro?. 
Sindaco (Mayor) Milko Cinà of Bivona was part of 
the delegation, accompanied by Vice-Sindaco 
Salvatore Cutro and Assessore Angelo Cannella. 
Delegation members met with Tampa Mayor Bob 
Buckhorn and Tampa City Council on April 4, 2019 
in a Sister Cities celebration of shared culture and 
education. The ?Scuola-Lavoro? program brought 
eight students and 5 school 
administrators/ instructors from Bivona's Istituto di 
Istruzione Secondario Superiore ?Luigi Pirandello? 
(High School) cooking program to share the 

language and culture with Gaither High School's 
AP Italian Language and Culture education 
program and two food demonstrations hosted by 
Principal Thomas Morrill. The Scuola-Lavoro 
students also shared traditional secrets of fine 
Sicilian cuisine with Hillsborough County's Sickles 
High School Culinary Arts Program taught by Chef 
Rick and worked with local restaurateurs including 
the Osteria Bar & Kitchen, Bella?s Restaurant and 
the Italian Club?s cooking volunteers for Festa 
Italiana. The Scuola-Lavoro students visited 
University of South Florida's Professor Patrizia 
LaTrecchia's class of Italian, Food and Culture, 
Prof. Davide Tanasi's class of History and 
Archeology and Vigo Importing. Local host 
families opened their homes to Scuola-Lavoro 
students, offering them a taste of America, Florida 
beaches and bay area attractions. The trip 
culminated with a celebration of L'Unione Italiana 
Italian Heritage Day, April 6, 2019 where our 
visiting students provided cooking 
demonstrations to the public.  

The Idea of this multicultural exchange 
came from the Belluccia family in Alessandria 
della Rocca, during the Sister Cities visit to Sicily 
last May with Mayor Bob Buckhorn. Making the 
idea a reality was made possible by Professoressa 
Giovanna Bubello, Principal of the Luigi Pirandello 
High School of Bivona; Vince J. Pardo and Alfonso 
Belluccia of the Tampa-Agrigento Sister Cities 
Committee; Katherine Grazier-Pescante, Italian 
Language Professor at Gaither High School, 
Hillsborough County Schools; the Organization for 
the Development of Italian Studies (ODLI) and 
local host families who opened their homes to the 
students. Additional support was given by 
numerous Tampa-based sponsors and 
benefactors, including The Italian Club, whose 
donations helped cover expenses.  

The program is also looking for families 
who are interested in sending their high school 
aged children to Bivona next year, as well as 
families and businesses who are interested in 
helping with future exchanges. 

More information will soon be available on 
the Tampa Sister Cities and #CiaoItalia! Facebook 
pages. 
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Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn 
and Bivona Sindaco Milko 

Cina' Exchange Gifts at 
Tampa City Hall with 

students and local dignitaries

Cooking Demonstration at Gaither High School

Students help prepare spaghetti and meatballs for the Italian Club's 125th Anniversary Dinner

Students use the Italian 
Club kitchen to prepare for 

community cooking 
demonstrations

The Bivona students 
enjoyed a welcome party 
at Due Amici in Ybor City - 

with food and dancing!

Sindaco Cina' enjoys Festa Italiana
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Dear Italian Club,  

I am writing this letter to thank you all so much for 
choosing me to receive this amazing scholarship. I 
was extremely excited to learn that I had been 
chosen as the recipient. I will be attending Florida 
state university in the fall to pursue a major in 
education. This scholarship will play a huge role in 
allowing me to take the classes I desire at my dream 
school. Rather than working non stop all throughout 
school, I will be able to focus more on learning 
thanks to the generosity of both you, the Italian club, 
as well as Italiano Insurance for sponsoring the 
scholarship in honor of Nelson Italiano. I thank you 
all so much for giving me the opportunity to 
represent the Italian club as well as giving me a 
chance to reflect on what it means to be Italian. 
There are no words that would convey how honored 
I am to receive this scholarship. I know that there 
were many applicants for the scholarship and I thank 
you again for granting me this outstanding support 
in paying for my college education.  

Thank you again to the Italian Club and the 
family/ legacy of Nelson Italiano,  

Karalyn DiCesare 

CONGRATS TO OUR FESTA SCHOLARSHIP WINNER!

 On behalf of the Italian Club of Tampa we'd 
like to thank the many members, friends, 
families, supporters, and the members of 

the community, who came out and 
supported this year's Festa Italiana Weekend 
Festivities - including Lena Prima Live, Italian 

Heritage Day, and WineFest of Italy! We'd 
like to also recognize the many volunteers 

who worked tirelessly leading up to the 
events, and those who volunteered 

throughout the weekend. We look forward to 
seeing you next year as we continue our 
Bocce Day and Winefest of Italy events. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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CONGRATS TO OUR FESTA SCHOLARSHIP WINNER!

Farinel l i Sponsorships
Marathon Petroleum Corporation

Vigo Importing
Birra Moretti 

Italiano Insurance Services, Inc. 
Kobrand Korporation (MASI) 

Republic National 
Sunny Florida Dairy 

The Radiant Group, LLC
Thomas Financial 

Valley Bank
Y.C.D.C. 

Yi-Hwa Outerbrdige 

Pavarot t i Sponsorships
Al & Josephine Dato 
Mavilo Fine Jewelry

Southern Wine & Spirits
Teco Energy 

Bartol i Sponsorships
1930 East 7th Avenue 

Audit Liaisons 
Automated Petroleum & Energy Co 

Cacciatore Brothers 
The Columbia Group 

Corral Wodiska Partnership, LTC 
Dutton Law Group 

Lazzara Family Partnership 
Ligori & Sanders Law 

Montrose Environmental Solutions 
Oliva Tobacco Company 
Outside The Box Rentals

Pardo Wine Grapes 
Professional Insurance Center 

Sunset Events & The RITZ Ybor  

Bocel l i Sponsorships
Aerial Dragons 

Allegra Downtown Tampa
Alessi Bakery 

Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc 
Gelato Kings 

Hillsborough Community College 
Lamborghini Sarasota 

Paul Ferlita CPA 

D'Amici Sponsorships 
East-West Animal Hospital 

Law Office of Michael Larrinaga P.A. 
MLT of Tampa, Inc 

Rivero Gordimer & Company, PA 
Sunshine State Garage 

 Restaurant  Sponsors
Acropolis Greek Taverna 

Alessi Bakery 
Ava 

Bavaros 
Catering By The Family 

CRUSH Catering 
Maggianos Little Italy 

OGGI Italian 
Olympia Catering 

Perfect Thyme Catering 
Osteria 

Revolution Ice Cream 
Salt Block Catering 

Steelbach 
Sickles High School Culinary 

Tandoor Indian Cuisine 
Trattoria Pasquale 

Vizcaya 

 Media Sponsors
813 Area

La Gaceta Newspaper
Square 1

Tampa Bay Parenting 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

The proceeds from our 
Festa Italiana 

Weekend benefit the 
Italian Club Building & 
Cultural Trust Fund - 

and our ongoing 
commitment to Italian 
Culture & Heritage in 

Tampa Bay!

 (A registered 501C3)
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Calling all members! 
 

This year, as we celebrate 125 Years of our 
Charter, we want to pay homage to our 
membership, the very heart of the Italian Club of 
Tampa!  With Festa Italiana now behind us, Club 
management and our planning committee would 
like to share with you some more details on the 
many upcoming events being held to honor this 
special year.  

Our plan for this year is to host three 
events which will celebrate our Club and its 
membership, in an effort to revitalize and bring to 
the forefront the importance of being a member 
of the Italian Club family.  These events will be 
open to Italian Club Members, your friends and 
families, the local community, our long time 
sponsors, and so much more.  These events will 
be more about coming together as a family, than 
as fundraising efforts, though we are offering 
opportunities for a fall 50/ 50 and other 
opportunities.  All proceeds raised from the 
events go towards ensuring thatwe are able to 
enrich and preserve our Italian culture, heritage, 
and traditions for many generations to come.

We cannot stress enough, the participation 
of our members is incredibly important to the 
success of the Club?s events, especially this year 
as we are working towards bringing old events 
back to life with new ideas and new vision.  
Please mark your calendars for these events!

  

Celebrating  

anot her
 mil est one 
year at the Italian Club!

JOIN IS FOR THE ITALIAN CLUB 

 OPEN HOUSE!
Monday, September 9th 2019 

5:00pm-8:00pm
(see promotional materials at right, page 17)

Come one - come all!  With our building 
now 100 Years Old and receiving some long 
overdue T.L.C. and preservation, we want to open 
our doors and show the Tampa Bay Community 
just what are all about!  

This event will provide us the opportunity to 
showcase everything that makes the Italian Club 
what it is today.  We plan to provide guided tours of 
the building, highlighting our rich history and 
cultural roots in the community.  Our Ladies 
Auxiliary, Krewe of Italia, and Cemetery Committee 
will all have space dedicated to highlighting their 
importance within our Club.  Attendees will also 
have the opportunity to research their own cultural 
roots - with an area dedicated to Genealogy.  We 
will have special promotions to encourage 
attendees to become members of the Club.  And 
last, no Italian Club event is complete without food 
& drink - so we are going to provide attendees with 
a complimentary appetizer courtesy of Amici's 
Catered Cuisine and beverage!  How you can help:  
Be there!  Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and 
coworkers.  This is about sharing our Club with the 
Community!

FREE TO ATTEND - OPEN TO 
MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS



17



18

MEMBERS PICNIC & 
"BACKYARD"  BOCCE 

TOURNAMENT
Sunday, October 13th. 12pm-4pm

(see promotional materials on at right, page 19)

For those of you who attended Festa Italiana 
this year, you all know that it was HOT during the 
day.  The committee has decided that with it being 
so hot outside already, a Summer Picnic would not 
be a feasible, or smart option for this year.  While 
Julian B. Lane Park is a beautiful park, it does not 
offer adequate shade, and there is concern about 
overheating.  So -- we've changed the date and the 
location to Sunday, October 13th from 
12:00pm-4:00pm at  Picnic Island Park.  Picnic 
Island Park is located at the southern most point of 
Westshore Blvd., and offers an expansive, beautiful 
park environment with shelters, grilles, ample 
parking, and large open areas for our backyard 
bocce tournament and other outdoor games.  
Picnic Island also has a large beach for families and 
children.

In hosting the event, we want to focus our 
energy on an event that celebrates our members 
and the camaraderie between families, friends, and 
the greater Tampa community. This will be a 
family-friendly event, that is FREE TO ATTEND.  Our 
hope is that not only will our members attend, but 
that you will invite your extended families, friends, 
neighbors, and colleagues to join us as well.  The 
goal is to put on an event that is free to attend that 
can hopefully become an annual event for our Club.

Food is an important aspect of all events, 

especially ones for our Club.  Right now, this event 
is a "BYO" Event - meaning members can bring your 
own coolers and snacks for the day.  We are 
working on alternatives, like an Italian Ice Vendor 
and possibly an Italian Food Vendor, but that has 
not been finalized yet.  We encourage you to bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, etc. as well and enjoy the 
afternoon in the park!  We will be providing a DJ for 
the entire event!

FREE TO ATTEND - OPEN TO 
MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS

Gather up your 
teams and lets play 
some BOCCE!  Sign 
up now to take part 
in the 1st Annual 
Italian Club 
Members Picnic 
"Backyard Bocce" 
Tournament.  
Backyard Bocce 
means that we will 

be playing on a traditional grass/ lawn surface (not 
rolled out turf).  This will make for a more exciting 
and challenging game.  There will be 4 courts of 
bocce play, and we have openings for 24 teams.  
Each team will be a 4-person team, with a team 
name. The play will be bracket style, similar to what 
we have done in the past. The entry fee to play is 
just $180 per team.  Prizes will be awarded to the 
winning team.  If you have any questions, or if you 
would like to enter a team, please contact Mark 
Stanish at he Italian Club Office (813-248-3316) or 
via email at mark@italian-club.org. 

LOCATION & DATE CHANGE

B     CCE
Backyard

TOURNAMENT
October 13th 2019

12pm-4pm
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CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
L'UNIONE ITALIANA DINNER CRUISE 

Saturday, November 16th - 7:00pm-11:00pm 
To honor our 125 Years, we are pleased to 

share with you that the Italian Club of Tampa is 
partnering with Tampa?s Yacht Starship, to charter 
the largest of their vessels, for a private four-hour 
evening cruise with the backdrop of downtown 
Tampa! The "L'Unione Italiana Dinner Cruise"will 
provide attendees with:

- Four hour exclusive charter cruise taking us 
around Davis Island & Tampa Bay

- Two Floors of food and drinks,
- An array of hand passed appetizers 
- Delicious Italian "Taste of Italy" Station
- Full Antipasto Station
- Luxurious seating accommodations to enjoy 

conversation among friends and family
- Top floor party deck with outdoor seating, 

music and dancing 

This cruise will be a celebration of over 125 
Years of Italian Club Membership and our continued 
efforts to maintain and preserve our mission for 
generations to come. This is an opportunity for our 
Club Members to have a great night out celebrating 
our Club and all our accomplishments in the 
community.  This event will be open to all of our 
members, families, friends, sponsors, community 
leaders, etc.

We are now accepting ticket reservations - so 
members can get first priority on this event!

We are offering our members the opportunity to be 
the FIRST to reserve your tickets for this celebration 
event.  Please let us know ASAP if you would like to 
attend so that we can lock you into the $75pp ticket 

price.  It  is very important  that  we get  a head 
count  early, as the charter company required us to 
provide them with a headcount much earlier than a 

traditional event would.  If you plan to join us, 

- CALL -  the Italian Club Office at 
(813)248-3316.  Please leave a message with 
your name, phone number, and guest count.

- EMAIL -  mark@italian-club.org and let us 
know you plan to attend.  Please include your 
name, phone number, and guest count.

- MAIL  -  Complete the form below  and mail it 
back to the Italian Club Office at 1731 E. 7th 
Ave, Tampa, FL 33605.

NOTE:  Payment is not due to at this time.  By 
reserving your tickets, you are locking in the 
discounted $75 rate.  We will contact you in July to 
follow up with payment.  Thank you!

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Number of Guests Attending:

To reserve your tickets (@ $75pp) - please 
complete the form below and mail back in.  
You can also call the office at (813)248-3316 

or email us at mark@italian-club.org

TICKET RESERVATIONS

RESERVE YOUR 
TICKETS TODAY!

$75.00pp - purchased before July 31st
$100.00pp - purchased after August  1st

**proceeds to benefit the Italian Club 
Building & Cultural Trust Fund
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Parade season ended in 
March but Krewe of Italia 
wasn?t ready to sit back and 
relax yet. On March 23rd, the 
Krewe participated in Krewe 
World along with 40 other 
Krewes to show Tampa Bay 

that Krewes are more than just parade participants. 
This event was organized by the IKC to promote 
the 65 Active Krewes and their commitment to 
community involvement, giving back, socializing, 
and membership opportunities into Krewe Life. 
Following Krewe World on March 30th, KOI put on 
their aprons to help raise money for Special 
Olympics and Alpha House during the Italian 
Invitational Golf Tournament held at Temple 
Terrace Golf and Country Club. We participated in 
the Battle of the Family food competition held 
during the golf tournament. Debbie Distefano?s 
cooking talents helped us to win this competition 
and bring home a trophy! On April 6th, our Float 

was front and center along with the Italian Club's 
Membership committee and the newly formed 
Ybor Italian Professionals - YIP. Boy?. can they 
network!  And, it paid off. We signed up 8 new Club 
members, two of which joined the Krewe. There 
were several more people interested that took 
applications with them. 

Krewe of Italia would like to thank all the 
behind-the-scenes non-Krewe/ Club members 
who volunteer many, many hours. We couldn?t do it 
without them. Thank you to Kim Ergle, Don Cramer, 
Jackie Cramer and Jay Bedami. These are our 
awesome float drivers. Not only do they bring our 
float to all the parades and any event we have but 
they help with food serving, cleaning and anything 
that needs to be done. Thank you to Mike Faliveno 
and Joe DiStefano our bartenders for every parade. 
Vinney Medero was new to us this year but did an 
awesome job as lead security/ float helper for the 
Gasparilla Parade. Not only did he volunteer for 
parade security but he scored during Italian 
Heritage Day Sponsor Bocce Invitational. Eddie & 
Maryanne Vance helped again this year during the 
Sponsor Bocce Tournament. Thank you to The 
Tampa Police Explorers for keeping our members 
safe as we march through all the parades.  

Now that Festa has wrapped up, Krewe 
members will begin our summer socials. We will 
be joining Club members for the the Rays vs. 
Yankees game in July. We slow down a bit in 
August as we move through summer vacations, 
sand and flip-flops.  

Have you ever thought about joining the 
Krewe of Italia? Contact The Krewe Board at 
koi.italianclub@gmail.com for more information. To 
apply, the application is also in the newsletter.  

Not too sure about joining yet? Then you 
can be our guest! The Krewe of Italia has a guest 
program for $150. This cost provides you with a 
costume, transportation to and from the parade, 
food, beer and don't forget??. a whole lot of fun.  

Visit www.kreweofitalia.com to register as a guest 
for one of the upcoming parades.  

Gianna Tagliarini Caravella, 
Krewe of Italia, President 

FROM THE KREWE OF ITALIA...

http://www.kreweofitalia.com
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Beat the heat of summer - and join us 
at CRUSH Happy Hour on the 2nd & 4th 
Friday of the month!  CRUSH Happy Hour is 
a great opportunity for Italian Club 
members, friends, families, neighbors, and 
coworkers to come together for a casual 

evening of great drinks and 
homemade Italian food.

We are excited to share with 
you that we are planning to 
host a special "Havana Nights" 
themed CRUSH on Firday, 
June 28th.  We will have 
special music and a delicious 
menu to go along with the 
theme.  Check your email for 
updates and details on this 

special night.  

     Please note that we 
will NOT be hosting 
CRUSH on May 24th due 

to the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend.  If 

you have any 

questions or want to make a reservation, 
please contact  Maria at  
CrushHappyHour@gmail .com

Looking To Host  An Event
but without all the added costs?

CRUSH Happy Hour is the perfect place to 
host an upcoming special event!  There is no 

room rental, and we cover the cost of 
entertainment and staffing!  Guests can 
enjoy a night of music, great food, and 

incredible drinks, all in a beautiful historic, 
one-of-a-kind venue!  If you have any 

questions or would like to book please 
contact  Maria at  

CrushHappyHour@gmail .com

Birthdays
Anniversaries
Graduat ions

Engagements
Ret irements

Reunions

After Work 
Krewe Socials
Theme Part ies
Hol iday Part ies
Celebrat ions

& MORE!

  

  

COMING   SOON:  JUNE   28t h
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L'Unione I taliana Cemetery
is an active, beautiful and historical cemetery in the heart of Ybor City.  
The Cemetery is a celebration of our families and our Italian heritage.

Remaining inside the mausoleum are 9 crpyts and 11 niches available for 
purchase.  Additionally, there are 7 plots and 21 premium plots available 

throughout the cemetery grounds.

For information regarding space in the cemetery, please contact the 
Italian Club Office at (813)248-3316 or Vince Sinardi at (813)966-9634.  

For information regarding gravesite restoration or our Adopt-A-Grave 
Program, please contact Sarah Valdes at (813)340-8889.  

The Italian Club Cemetery is located at 2520 E. 
24th Ave, Tampa, FL 33605.  The gates are open 

from 8:00am-3:00pm pm daily.  You are 
welcome to walk the grounds and tour our 

historic cemetery and honor the many members 
and families of our Club.  

For historical inquiries, please contact 
ItalianClubCemetery@gmail.com

The Italian Club Cemetery 
received the following "In 
Memory Of..." donations:

Josephine Sinardi
- Virginia Usak

- Sam & Glenda Sinardi

- Arthur & Sally Perla

- Vince Pardo

- Nick Sinardi, ESQ

Thomas Martino
- Larry, Cathy, Bruce, 

Mark & Annette
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CRITERIA FOR NOMINATIONS: 
- Nominees may be from the public or private sector, business or industry, education, the arts, 

entertainment or hospitality, government or law, health or human services, volunteer, 
entrepreneur and other professions or community organizations. 

- Nominees will have achieved outstanding success in their chosen fields, whether it is a 
traditional career or an active career of volunteer service. 

- Nominees will have resided in the Tampa Bay Area (including Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, 
and Polk counties) for at least five years. 

- Nominees will have demonstrated well-rounded professional and community involvement. If 
the nominee has made volunteer service her primary avocation, the service should 
demonstrate an understanding of total community need. 

  

JUDGING: 
- The Women of Excellence Awards Committee is comprised of The Executive Board of the 

Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc. and one elected member-at- large. These ladies embody high 
standards of integrity and community service. 

- The Recipients w il l be not if ied by August  18, 2019. 

  

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS: 
- Nominations must be received on the nomination form provided. The form may not be 

photocopied. Nominat ions absolutely must  be received by August  15, 2019. Faxed 
nominations will not be accepted. 

- To qualify as a nomination, a 100-150 word biography and a 
black and white or color photograph no larger than 5 x 7 must 
be included with this application.  

  

Please send completed nominat ion form, biography, and photo to: 
Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary, Inc. 
Attn: Loretta Campo
522 Garrard Drive
Temple Terrace, FL 33617  

ITALIAN AMERICAN WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE
The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary is excited to again be hosting the bi-annual Italian American Women of 

Excellence Program at the Italian Club on Saturday, October 12th 2019.  This very special event 
recognizes and honors outstanding Italian-American women in the Tampa Bay area.  We are now 

accepting nominations from our members, families, and friends.  The criteria for nominations is listed 
below.  If you have any quest ions about  this event , or the nominat ion process, please contact  

Loret ta Campo at  (813)899-0969, or via email at  MCampo1@verizon.net

To obtain a nominat ion form - please email Mark Stanish at  mark@ital ian-club.org.  
Forms can also be download from the Ital ian Club Website at  

ht tps:/ / ital ian-club.org/ ladies-auxil iary/
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