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Over a century ago, L'Unione Italiana was founded by a small visionary group who
realized that by uniting together, the Italian community of Tampa could overcome many of the
social and economic challenges that confronted those "turn-of-the-century" immigrants from
Italy. Since reaching our 100 year anniversary of this venerable organization, we now become
the turn-of-the-century Italians. Because of the courage, imagination, resiliency and pride that
our ancestors brought to this country and instilled in us, we find ourselves, so much better off
socially, economically and educationally than our immigrant ancestors were. The image of the
gaunt, threadbare, and downtrodden immigrants carrying suitcases has been replaced by the
appearance of thriving, fashionable, and confident entrepreneurs, educators and professionals
carrying briefcases.
The significant transformation in both the status and the stature of Tampa's
Italian-American community, now well into its fifth generation, has provided us with new
challenges, evolving needs, and concerns much different than those which faced our
predecessors. As a result, the formulas by which L'Unione Italiana has operated for over a
century no longer effectively served the needs of modern Italians. Since L'Unione Italiana does
indeed, aspire to serve the modern Italians as effectively as it served those early immigrants,
we must re-direct our goals to reflect more accurately the interests, identities and profiles of
today's Italian-American population. The challenge is to modernize our focus, without
abandoning or disregarding the rich heritage that has contributed to what we are today.
The mission of L?Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and heritage
of the Italian Community and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning memorial to the
working class immigrants. We will support this mission through the dues and contributions
provided by the members, their families, friends, and government. In return, we will add value
to the membership by providing social activities, fellowship, Italian arts and culture; these
activities will provide for growth and stability in the membership, creating a safe and
comfortable environment for our members, their families, and the community.

For more informat ion on membership & event s, cont act mark@it alian-club.org
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FROM THE CLUB PRESIDENT...
Dear Italian Club Family,

Sal Guagliardo
Board President

Happy 2020 to all our members, friends, and families who are reading this. We had a
great year in 2019, both as a membership club and an event venue. W ith two milestone
years now behind us, and a massive restoration project now complete, we can get back to
business with a renewed focus, pride, and energy for our Club and membership program.
In 2019, we learned through some historical research that our Club Organization is likely
the oldest of its type in the entire nation - which I believe is something we can all take
great pride in being a part of.

As we begin a new year, I'd like to start by thanking all of you for your membership and support of the Club.
W ith the success of 2019's membership drive, we have grown to over 1,000 members within our Club. The support of our members, both through your annual dues and through the support of the Club's programming, is vital
to our coninued place in the community. Most importantly, your membership helps us continue to work to preserve our historic building, maintain our historic cemetery, and provide programming that is in line with our mission statement. W it h t hat said, if you have not done so already, please make sure to send your mem bership
renew als so we can cont inue to grow toget her.
Its hard to believe that we are starting out a new year already, but we are planning to hit the ground running
as we have already planned some great events and activities for our members. These events and activites are
open to our members and non-members, so please feel free to invite family and friends to join you.
-

-

-

Sat urday, February 8t h - Knight Parade Part ies & Bleachers - the Club will once again host one of the
largest parties in Ybor City in conjunction with the Knight Parade as we support our Krewe of Italia. The
club will have three bleachers out in front of the Club with seats available for purchase which includes a
pre-party with food, drinks, and music. Following the parade, the Club will open two floors for an afterparty complete with music and stocked bars. Check out page 5 of this newsletter for more information.
Friday, March 20t h - At lant ic Cit y Boys Live! - as part of our committment to bringing in new and exciting
programming for our members, we are excited to announce that the Atlantic City Boys will host a one
night only performance here at our Club. This show will include a 7-piece band and four performers for a
caberet style show in our ballroom. This show was recently at the Hard Rock Casino here in Tampa, and
they said "The Atlantic City Boys here on Saturday night was the BEST of the BEST! We had a full house
and everyone absolutely was cheering and screaming for each one of the boys. They are some of the
nicest guys and put on an incredible show after which they stayed to meet with all of the audience.?For
more info on the show visit www.atlanticcityboys.com. Check out page 9 of this newsletter for more information on the event taking place here at the Club.
Sat urday, April 4t h & Sunday, April 5t h - Festa Italiana Weekend Events - please save the dates for our
Festa Italiana Weekend festivities to include "Bocce & Bellini's" on Saturday, followed by "W ineFest of
Italy" on Sunday. More information on this big weekend will be released soon. Make sure to check your
emails and facebook for the latest information. Check out page 15 for more information.

In closing, I'd like to thank Gabriel Burgos with Tampa Magazine for the incredible cover shot for this newsletter edition. Gabriel visited the Club just as we wrapped up our exterior painting and window restoration work and
shared this shot with us.
Sal Guagliardo, Italian Club President
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PLEASE W ELCOME OUR NEW EST
ITALIAN CLUB MEMBERS
The Italian Club of Tampa has become an integral part of the
community, and we strive to fulfill our mission each and every
day. Our most important method of honoring this mission is
through the dues and contributions provided by the members,
their families, friends, and local businesses. We are always
looking to grow and expand our membership as we strive to
support our mission within the community. We thank you all for
your support of the Club!
If you know someone who would like to become a member,
have them visit our website at italian-club/ club-membership

Cheri Anaclerio
Louis & Susan Leinhauser
Thomas Valenti
Jimmy & Patsy Ciaccio
John & Debra Franklin, Jr.
Jack & Laurie Bello
Victor & Francine Pistone
Lisa Baynes-Perry
Sara Ann Russo-Baynes
Gina Baynes
Robert Samartin
Eliza Hope
Carla Stahley

Dominic Profaci
Michael Scarfile
Marcia Kimpland
Sam & Nancy Collura
Ron & Kathy Rossi
Grace Epstein
Frank Greco
John Palermo
Diane Rodriguez
Vincent & Laura Marchetti
Dominick & Laura Scarpinato
Joanie Corneil

2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
In the coming weeks you will be receiving your 2020 membership renewals in the mail. The Club, our Board,
and our many volunteers have worked diligently to provide a Club that our members can call home - with
events and activities that provide an opportunity to socialization, culture enrichment, and so much more. We
are working on expanding our member activities and benefits as we move into the new year. Being a
member of our Club means being a supporter of our Club's mission of promotion Italian culture, heritage, and
traditions for many generations to come!. We hope that you will continue to be a part of "La Famiglia" and
continue your membership through 2020. Grazie!
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CULTURE. CONNECTION.
COMMUNITY. IGNITING ITALIAN
EXCELLENCE IN TAMPA BAY
Tampa Bay organization for the development and
promotion of the Italian language and culture, # CiaoItalia!
Florida and the Organization for the Development of the
Italian Language and Culture (ODLI), hosted an event on
Tuesday, Nov 19th at Gaither High School. The purpose of
this event was to attract K-12 students' interest in the Italian
language and culture and to facilitate the addition of more
Italian studies in Florida public schools.
This community presentation drew students and guests
who heard from prestigious Italian scientists and scholars
from Tampa Bay such as Sir Ruggero Maria Santilli,
President, and Chief Scientist, Thunder Energies
Corporation; Patrizia La Trecchia, Associate Professor at USF,
Director of the Italian Program, Sergio Cardea, General B,
Italian Army, Joint Cell MacDill AFB Tampa; Davide Tanasi,
Associate Professor, Director of the Institute for Digital
Exploration at USF; Francesca Vena, USF Researcher, Moffitt
Cancer Center, and Denija Crnojevic, Assistant Professor,
Physics UT. The impressive line-up of speakers discussed
the impact of Italian culture in the Bay area.
This event also ran parallel to the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
Consulate General of Italy and the School Board of
Hillsborough County for the introduction of the Italian
language to Hillsborough County Public Schools. Gaither
High School currently is the only school within the district to
offer Italian studies to students.
ODLI, which operates under the official auspices of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was instrumental in
bringing the Italian Studies program to Hillsborough County due to the success of their MOU with other Florida
public schools including Miami Dade County, Broward County, and Collier County. Through ODLI?s valuable
resources, this program will introduce Hillsborough Country students to Italian language and culture in at least one
elementary, one middle, and one high school.
For more information about ODLI, please visit http:// odliinc.com/
For more information about # CiaoItalia!, please visit https:// www.theciaoitalia.org/
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CIAO BELLA GENTE!
Connect to Italian Language,
Culture, and Family!
We are excited to be continuing
with our Italian Language Classes
here at the Club. Ciao Bella Gente!
will be offering both Level 1 and Level 2 classes starting
in January and continuing for an 8 week period though
early March. In order to enroll in Level 2, you must have
already taken Level 1. Classes will be held in the Italian
Club Board Room located at 1731 E. 7th Ave. Costs and
additional information is below:

January 2020
- 1st - CLUB CLOSED
- 3rd - Krewe of Italia Indoor Bocce Tournament
- 18th - Gasparilla Kids Parade (Krewe Participant)
- 25th - Gasparilla Day Parade (Krewe Participant)
February 2020
- 8th - Knight Parade (Krewe Participant)
- 8th - Knight Parade Bleachers & Parties
- 20th - LAX Bingo (To Be Determined)
- 22nd - Ybor City Fiesta Day
March 2020
- 5th - Ybor City Museum Architecture Hop
- 14th - St. Patty's Parade (Krewe Participant)
- 14th - St. Patty's Parade Pre & After Parties
- 20th - Atlantic City Boys Live! - (note date change)
- 22nd - Feast of St. Joseph Celebration at Club
Import ant 2020 Dates To Note:
- 5/ 9 - LAX presents, Mothers Day Themes-n-Tea
- 8/ 9 - Rays vs. Red Sox Game (Italian Heritage Day)
- 10/ 11 - 2nd Annual Members Picnic & Bocce

-

Level 1 Classes ? Monday, January 13th through
Monday, March 2nd, 6pm-7pm. $185pp, which
includes the 8 week course, a course text book
(which can be used for a Level 2 course as well),
and parking pass for the 8-weeks.

-

Level 2 Classes ? Tuesday, January 14th through
Tuesday, March 3rd, 6:30pm-7:30pm. $170pp
and also include a parking pass for the 8-weeks.

-

Level 3 Classes ? These classes are available
through the instructor. However, this
Conversational Italian" classes is perfect for
students who already know some Italian and
want to practice. Classes would occur outside of
the Club, at a restaurant, a bar, or a coffee shop
for example. The class structure would be more
conversational/ fun versus
methodical/ instructional.

Lessons are open to members and non-members.
Ask a friend to join you and introduce them to our
wonderful club. Have you always wondered how you
can begin? Have you been looking for an inexpensive
and fun way to test the waters?
Sign up now - class sizes are limited, so don't w ait .
If you are interested in signing up for our It alian
Language Classes, please cont act Mark St anish at
mark@it alian-club.org, or call (813)248-3316.
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF L'UNIONE
ITALIANA ABOARD THE YACHT STARSHIP...
Italian Club members, friends and families,
and our proud sponsors all boarded the Yacht
Starship for our premier event of the season.
Over 200 guests attended this very special
event honoring our Charter's 125th Anniversary.
The evening started out a bit chillier than
expected on the top deck as our guests
enjoyed an beautiful panoramic view of
downtown Tampa and Channelside. They
dined on a bountiful spread of appetizers
including a full antipasto spread and delicious
bruschetta display. Drinks were flowing as the
evening kicked off amdist the beautiful
backdrop and festive atmosphere.
From there, guests enjoyed a full
mouthwatering buffet on the lower (and much
warmer) decks. Seated alongside friends and
families, guests enjoyed chef carved prime rib,
blackened chicken, made-to-order risotto, and
a eye popping caprese salad drizzled with
balsamic reduction. There was good galore!
The surprise for the evening was a delicious
dessert display compelte with Italian favorites
like cookies, cannoli, tiramisu, creme puffs, and
more.
To conclude the evening - guests were
invited back to the top deck for the real
fesitivities. The top deck, with the red glow of
the outdoor warmers, was the perfect setting
to turn up the music, grab a drink, and dance
the night away... and dance the most certainly
did! Believe me when I tell you, our members
know how to party as you can see from the
photos.
Thank you to all those who supported the
event and celebrated with us!

THANK YOU TO OUR 125t h ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS
Valley Bank
VIGO Import ing, Co.
Law Office of Jo Ann Palchak
Pardo W ine Grapes
MLT of Tampa, inc.
Law Office of R. Michael Larringa
Dut ton Law Group
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CLUB MEMBERS CHRISTMAS PARTY & RIBBON
CUTTING W ITH SPECIAL HONOREES
In December, our membership
celebrated the holiday season among
families and friends with a delicious
homemade dinner with festive music to
set the mood. This was more than just a
Chrsitmas Party, as we also honored
three members for their service to the
Club and cut the ribbon bringing our
latest restoration project to an end.
The evening kicked off with opening
remarks from our board president Sal
Guagliardo in which he welcomed
Tampa Mayor Jane Castor to the stage to
assist with the grand reopening of our
building following 8-months of
restoration. Mayor Castor spoke of the
importance of our Club, and the
challenges we face - but most
importantly, she expressed her sincere
appreciation for our Club's hardwork and
dedication to each other and our mission
She reiterrated that the Italian Club and
its mission is incredibly important the
Tampa Bay Community and that each of
us, as members of the Club, pay a vital
role in the preservation of our mission in
the Italian Community..
The evening moved to honoring both
the Caltagirone Brothers, Philip and Joe,
as well as Grace Ippolito for their service
to the Club. Both Philip and Joe
received proclamations for the City of
Tampa recognzing their contributions to
the Italian Club and our Cemetery. Of
course, Philip and Joe both spoke and
talked of how much our Club as grown
over 8 decades. Grace Ippolito, who has
stepped down from the Club's board of
directors, received a beautiful picture of
the Club thanking her for her service.
This event was attended by over 275
members of our Club, along with friends
and families. W hat a wonderful way to
wrap up a great year, and celebrate the
holiday season together. Thank you to
all those who joined us and celebrated
the spirit of the season with us this year!
We look forward to continuing the
success into 2020 and we look forward
to seeing all of you soon.
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MILESTONES & ANNOUNCEMENTS...
If you would like to announce a Milestone in our next newsletter, please send an email to
mark@italian-club.org notifying us of what type of announcement it is, who it's for, etc. The more
information you can provide the better (we may edit the content to fit).
Italian Club Member, Anthony
Arena, will be celebrating his
58th birthday on January 10th!

Thomas Shaffer &
Lorraine Garofano,
new members of the
Italian Club of Tampa,
will be celebrating
their 1st wedding
anniversary on
February 8th 2020.
The happy couple
eloped to Vegas!
Congrats!

Vince & Patty are proud to announce the birth of
their 3rd grandson born on December 10th, the
day of his Great Grandmother's 90th birthday.
Dominic James Capitano resides in Orlando with
his parents Michael and Jennifer Capitano and
his big brother Thomas.

Italian Club Members Frank & Christina Capitano
smiling proudly as their son Lex was inducted
into the National Honors Society at Jesuit High
School Tampa in September 2019
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FROM THE KREW E OF ITALIA...
2019 proved to be a most successful year for the Krewe of Italia ? At the Krewe
meeting held in October the Krewe welcomed new members Audry Aroney- Reeves,
Frank John & Lynette Garcia, Roberto Garcia, Marcia Kimpland, Larry & Sam Lavacca,
Joey Masselli, Joy Molendy, RJ Molendy, John Palermo, Francine & Vic Pistone, Rob & Kathy Rossi, Michael
Scarafile, Carla Stahley and Nina Meredino Tross. Additionally, the Krewe proudly announced the newest
members to the Krewe of Italia Board of Directors Randy Rumore, Matt Sinko, Cynthia Lamb Dedyo ? as KOI
secretary and Hazel Vanderford - Newsletter Chair. Congratulations to Krewe Members Lindsay Sinko and Chris
Dedyo on their appointment to the Board of Directors of the Italian Club.
The leadership roster for the 2020 year includes ? Officers: Gianna Tagliarini Caravella - President, Debbie
DiStefano - Vice President, Cynthia Dedyo - Secretary, Hope Gervais - Treasurer. The Krewe of Italia Board of
Directors members include Greg Fagioli, Bob Fedele- Website Committee Chair, Sue Faliveno, Rochelle Orr,
Sylvia Tagliarini, Jill Ugo - New Member Advocate, Buzz Bruno, Matt Sinko, Randy Rumore, Kristen Lista - IKC
Representative, Hazel Vanderford - Newsletter Chair, Tom LoCicero ? Immediate Past President, Don Bodie ?
Past President, Jamie Granell ? Past President and Sal Guagliardo ? Italian Club President.
Have you considered joining our Krewe? At the time of this publication the Krewe of Italia membership is at is
maximum count and new member entry is now closed, a new member waiting list has been started. However,
you can still participate as a Krewe parade guest. Guest fees will provide you with a rental costume, food and
beverage on the float and transportation to and from the parade route when available. Participating as a guest
will provide you with the fun and excitement of the Krewe parade experience. Guest space is limited for each
parade ? for more info contact Gianna Tagliarini Caravella or Debbie DiStefano ? koi.italianclub@gmail.com.
Many thanks to Joe and Debbie DeStefano for opening their beautiful home to the Krewe for its annual Holiday
Party ? A fun time for all to kick off the holiday season. The evening was filled with laughter, fellowship and tables
filled with specialty foods prepared by our talented members.
The Krewe of Italia participated in the Snow on 7th parade in Ybor City on December 14 as well as the Outback
Bowl on December 31. Look for the Krewe at the Children?s Gasparilla Parade on January 18, 2020, Gasparilla
Parade on January 25, 2020, Knights of Santiago Parade on February 8, 2020, and the Rough Riders St. Patty?s Day
Parade on March 14, 2020. Want parade beads? Show us your best signs and let us know where you are sitting
on the parade route.
DID YOU KNOW ? The Krewe of Italia was organized in 2004 and first appeared in the Knights of Santiago Parade
in 2005. 2006 was the Krewe?s inaugural appearance in the Gasparilla Parade. Originally the costumes for the
Krewe, 2004-2017, were of Roman style and fashion. In 2018 the Krewe introduced its new updated costumes
featuring Sicilian, Venetian and Roman wear. The current Krewe member roster includes 13 original members
from its 2004-2005 inception. The Krewe recently celebrated its 15th anniversary with a sellout Masquerade Ball.
Italian Parade Vocabulary: Parade float ? galleggiante de parata
Felice Anno Nuovo ? Happy New Year! - from the Krewe of Italia to you and your family
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CRUSH Happy Hour was very busy as we
closed on 2019. W ith members, friends,
and families all stopping by to enjoy our
Happy Hour.
Our most notably evening was our Crab
Enchilau Dinner, with the homemade
recipes of Italian Club Member Jamie
Granell. Along side Jamie were Italian Club
Members Vince Pardo and Joe DiNicola
with the CRUSH Catering Team. Thier
hardwork paid off as we welcomed over 175
guests for this delicous family dinner.
Thank you to all those who joined us, and
especially our guest chefs and catering
team.
December proved very busy as we
hosted our annual CRUSHmas Celebration
and our popular CRUSH Pre-NYE Bash at
the Club. These festivities welcomed many
new faces to the Club who enjoyed a
delicious meal courtesy of our CRUSH Team
and guest chefs Dave Sunday, Steve
Gonzalez, and Luigi Pasquale.

On an important note, we will not be
hosting CRUSH in January 2020 as we work
to bring you a new delicious dinner line up
that works for our guests. As we work
together to plan the new format, we'd like to
hear from you:
-

W hat do you love most about
CRUSH Happy Hour?
W hat menu options do you like best
when you visit our Happy Hour?
W hat improvements can be made to
our Happy Hour format?
18
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FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
L'Unione Italiana Cemetery is an active, beautiful and historical
cemetery in the heart of Ybor City. The Cemetery is a celebration of our
families and our Italian heritage.
Remaining inside the mausoleum are less than 6 crypts and 9 niches
available for purchase. Additionally, there are 6 plots and 21 premium
plots available throughout the cemetery grounds.
For information regarding space in the cemetery, please contact the
Italian Club Office at (813)248-3316 or Vince Sinardi at (813)966-9634.
For information regarding gravesite restoration or our Adopt-A-Grave
Program, please contact Sarah Valdes at (813)340-8889.
The Italian Club Cemetery is located at 2520 E. 24th Ave, Tampa, FL
33605. The gates are open from 8:00am-3:00pm pm daily. You are
welcome to walk the grounds and tour our historic cemetery and honor
the many members and families of our Club.
For historical inquiries, please contact ItalianClubCemetery@gmail.com
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F orget M e Not
The cemetery invites our members, families, and friends to include t heir
loved ones on our "Forget-Me-Not " w all, located inside t he Cemetery
Mausoleum. This beaut iful marble w all is a t ribute and celebrat ion to
t hose w ho came before us. Each line cont ains 32 characters, including
blank spaces and punct uat ion. For $175, your loved ones w ill be etched on
our marble w all forever!
For more informat ion on t his, please cont act t he It alian Club Office at
(813)248-3316 or email mark@it alian-club.org

THANK YOU TO OUR CLEAN UP DAY HELPERS...
Back in November, the Italian Club
Cemetery Committee along with a
small but dedicated team of
volunteers and helpers spent the
afternoon cleaning up and
beautifying our historic cemetery.
Thank you to the many friends and
families who assisted on this
special afternoon. The Italian
Club, along with its membership is
responsible for the overall care and
maintenance of our cemetery.
W ithout the hard work of our
volunteer based committee, much
of the work would go unfinished.
If you are interested in volunteering
to help, please contact
ItalianClubCemetery@gmail.com.
We are always looking for new
help. Also, if you are not able to
help with manpower, we offer an
"Adopt-A-Grave" Program which
goes toward preservation and
maintenance of our grounds, and
the cleaning of headstones
throughout the property. All
donations, no matter how big or
how small are greatly appreicated.

THANK YOU!
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It alian Club Building & Cult ural Trust Fund, Inc.
1731 E. 7th Avenue
Tampa, FL 33605
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